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they put in, they thould dominari plufquam Reges,
more than Kings, both by fetting them{elvesabove
all Kings in their temporal Eftates, and prefuming
by Cenlure to deprive them of their Dominions ;
which (fetting afide the due Homage by fuch
Kings as owe Suit and Service to Superiors) none
could expeét, much lefs demand of other: nor did
ever fet their foot fo hard in the necks of their
Peers, as Pope Alexander did in the neck of Fie-
derick, For, 1s it likely, that when Chnft not
only commanded Peter to put up his Sword, drawn
with greater zeal in Puffion, than judgment upon
Deliberation, but added alfo to that Charge a Com-
mination in generality, that whofocver drew the
Sword, fhould perifh by the Sword ; his Purpole
vas to bind the Hands of his Apoftles? but yet
to lcave the Paffions of thofe thar thould fucceed
them, at {ull liberty, Chrift paid tribute unto
Ceefar, as appeareth, aswell for Peter as for him-
fzlt 5 thereby moulding the Meafures and Propor-
tions of the Churches Contormity.  For {trange it
were, that bares fuccedens in defunéti locum, the
Heir fucceeding in the place of the Deceafed, thould
by any Law be ftrengthen’d and enabled to do

1ore than the Teftator himfelf might have done ;
or the Party to whom Delegation 15 tranfmitted,
than the Principal that did delegate. One Rule
can never fail, ‘That difeipulus is not fupra Magif-
trun, becaufe he can never fail that gave out that
Rule: and if a Man obferve it well between the
Fundtion of Chrift which was Magifferium, and the
Scope now fhot at which is Imgerium, the diffe-
rence 1s infinite.  Our Saviour acknowledged to
Pilare, that the Power which he both had and ex-
ercifed over him, was not terreftrial, nor tempo-
rary, but it was from Above: to which Doc-
trine nothing can be more repugnant, than the
Schoolmen’s Dream, that our Princes having at
this Day the like Jurtldiction with Piety, to that
which Cefar held with Pride, fhould be fubje
touching their Eflates and Dignities, to the Cen-
fure of his Difciples, who in Perfon (whilft his
Converfation was here on Earth) renounced that
Prerogative out of difparity to the {cope and end
of his Office. For as our Saviour doth prove 4
minors in another place, that his Difciples ought in
reafon to walh one another’s Feet, becaufe he that
was their Mafter had vouchfafed out of humility to
wafh theirs 5 by the fame confequence I prove,
that whofoever profefieth to be fwztator Petri, (as
Peter was Imitator Chrifti) ought to defift from
forcible intrufion upon thefe undue Claims of more
than Imperial Prerogatives, which were neither
challeng’d by any Levitical Predeceflor, nor pof-
fefs’d by the Teftator, nor conveyed by the Tefla-
ment, For the Grant which was conveyed by God
the Father to his Son, omuis judicii, of univerfal Judg-
mentboth in Fleaven and Earth, 1s abfolute s where-
as the Charter which the Church of Chrift receiveth
of her Spoufe, is limited and tied to the validicy
of the Evidence, and the ftrength of Witnefits,
with the Prefeription of Antiquity,  When Chrift
knew that fome would even in Paffion make him
a King perforce, and maugre his Affection and Re-
folution, fugitinn montem folns 5 whereas they them-
fclves, as Succeffores Chrifti, £ heredes Apoftolorum,
defcend from the Mount of Contemplation into
the Valleys of fecular Agitation, to make a Party
tor their Advancement ad regalia Chrifti, made a
differcnce between his Difciples (following a Mafter
thac had not fo much as the Fox, a Hole wherein
to put his Head) and thofe that dwell i Regam
aemibuts 3 whercas now the difference (if there be

any) is on the other fide. This orderly and modet
manner of proceeding, recommended by the Ly-
curgus of the Gofpel, which 1s Chrift, was conti-
nued by the reverend Apoftles during their time ;
and likewife by the godly Bifhops that fucceeded
them, for the {pace of a thoufand Years: for fur-
ther than the Cenfure of efteeming thofe as Eth-
nicks and Publicans that wiltully refufed to give
ear to the Doltrine of the Church, I find not that
the Church prefumed, the Popes challenged, nor

Princes acknowlcdged.
St. Peter (from whole Prerogative many {eck

to derive this Privilege of depoling Kings upon
Conviction, or rather Suppolition, as 1t happened
for the moft part of Contumacy) commands the
Faithtul to obey even that Prince that was a Butcher
of the Flock, and a bloody Tyrant in his Time,
(becaunfe he was Superexcellent) and all Magiftrates
that were {ubordinate in Charges and Employ-
ments under him. He forbiddech all good Paftors
alfo, which ought to be forine gregis, the Pattern ot
the Flock, providere coatlé, to provide by compul-
fion, oriiz Cleris dominari, todomineer among the
Clergy, (tho’ that be within the compals of thelr
own Iquare) much lefs meant he to fet them over
Emperors and Kings, that are fixed 1n the higheft
Element; nay, which is more, he denies flatly (f
we may give any Credit to that Author which bears
the Title of Samt Clement) thatany of his Succeflors
were ordained by God, to be coguitores negotioinis
Jeentarizm, Examiners or Judges of Caufes thatare
fecular, which is now become the chicfeft Scope
and Object of your Primacy.

Wheretore, 1t Peter were commanded to put
up his Sword, when Chrift was at his Elbow to
heal (as he did) the greateft Wound that it could
make ;5 how much more ought his Succeffors to
keep the Sword within the Scabbard, fince it is
foberly and orderly put up, and that they may
do more hurt in theirr Paffion, than they can
help by their Privilege? St. Pand, his Fellow
Martyr and Apoltle, would never have fubyjected
oimnein animan  every Soul, whether they were
Bithops or Monks, Regular or Secular (as Chry-
Joftoin notes) to fuperior Authority, in cafe he
had been privy to an exemption of fome Souls by
exprefs Warrant.  The Quality of evil Princes
ought not in reafon to extenuate the force of the
Inhibition, tending to the Peace and Order both
of Church and State : for then St. Pefer would not
have commanded Servants to be fubjeét to their
Lotds, non folim bonis &5 modeftis, fed etiam dyfeolis,
not only to thofe that are good and modeft, bur
allo to thofe that are perverie : Non propeer metuin,
fed propeer confeientian, not for Fear but for Con-
{cience, faith God’s Spirit. Neither would St. Fude
have cenfured thofe Malecontents fo fharply that do
Jperunere potefatein, bafphemare majeffatem, not in
refpect of their Glory, but of their Lieutenancy,
This is not the readieft and beft Refolution, manen-
di in vocatione, of continuing in our Vocarion with-
out Impatience or Strife, to wind our Obedience
out of that Obligation whercin the Gofpel found
us, and God hath elcéted us. The Servants of God
had recourfe in all times to lawful Remedies, upon
the Offer of unlawful Wrongs: and tho' there
could not be a worle Prince, or rather a more
ugly Moniter upon Earth, than he that held the
place of Cefar 1n the time of Paul; yer Paulys
appellavit Cefarem, and being taken at his word,
was fent thither to be tried orderly, It was Jaw-
ful for the Prophet Nathan o reprove David for

his Sin, tho’ he did not pluck him our of his
Chair
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Chair of State.  Our Saviour defcribing Herod's
Quality, in crafty Circumvention of God’s Saints,
did properly and aptly term hun, Pulpein, a Fox,
tho’ he did not undertake to hunt him out of his
ftarth. And tho' to warn, admonifh, and aflure
the Tetraich, non licere, that 1t was not lawful for
him to keep his Brother’s Wife, were an Office fit
for a Fobn Baptiff, and a worthy Paftor of a holy
Church ; yet he neither would nor durlt adventure
to releafe his Subjelts of their Iaith which they
ought him by their Homage. Polycarpus the Dil-
ciple of Si. Fobu, as we find him reported by Eufe-
bins, difpenfed with no Breach of any Bond, tho
in cafes that intend peril to Salvation, as Idolatry,
and the like.  Thne Chriftians of the firft Age were
neither Albinians nor Nigrians, {ayeth Tertullian ;
that 15, flained with no Faction either to thofe
aipiring Parties, or Affections of the Time, but
devoted to the Scrvice of the Sovereign, guaiinsds
et §F ipfts expedierit, o far as 1t was lawful for
the Perfon, and expedient for the Prince himfelf.
How far 1s that? Even fo far as they honour him,
ut howminen & Deo [ecunduin, & folo Deo minoiem, as
the next Perfon to God, and inferior to him aione,
withour making him (as {fome did) a Competitor
with the Omnipotent.

Honell Men will {tarr and fhrink at thofe loud
Alarms, when thcy read with how great Obedi-
ence and Humiliey that bleffed Father Arbanafius
(uporn whoie Shoulders our aged Mother the Church
of Go. leaned, 1n the time of fharpeft Perfecution,
to take her reft) cleared himfelf of the falfe Sufpi-
cions and wrongful Afperfions, that were caft on
him by device of {peaking evil of Conflantins the
great Arian Emperor : his dutiful Refpeét  was
arounded upon that Warning of the Holy Ghoft,
not to curle the King in the fecret of our Con-
fcience, nor in the molt private and inward Corner
of our Cabinet to wifh evil ro him. St Hilary
would not {o much as moderate or ftint himfelf,
but leaves it wholly to the diicretion of a wicked
Emperor, quatenns & quoinodo e loqui jubeat,
how and how far he would bid him {peak. St.
Ainbiafe acknowledgeth no Weapons of Defence to
be fo proper to the Prieft, as Tears and Prayers :
for I can pray, farth he, I can figh and weep, but
I cannot refift any other way, And therefore St.
Ferome to Helioderys faith, a King ruleth Men
whether they will or no; a Bifhop thofe chat are
willing,  Ile terrove fubjecit, bic fervituti donatur,

To that Queftion moved by Donatas out of
Faction and Scorn, Quid Imperatori cum Ecclefia ?
What hath the Emperor to deal or intermeddle
with the Church? Optates a learned Father, an-
fwers tunably to the Note and Ditty of Tertulliain
that is mentioned before, that (fince God only is
above the Sovereign) Donatus in extolling himfelf
above the Emperor {as Antichrilt out of Pride
fhall above all that 15 called God) jain boininun
exceffit metas, hath now tran{cended the bounds of
humanity. The Patience and Piety of thirty Popes,
laying down their Heads upon the Block fuccef-
fively, (at the firft planting of the Church) to feal
the Bond of Conicience with the Blood of Inno-
cency, may teach thofe that come after, as well
to follow their Example, as to ciaim their Primacy.
For tho’ Liberins, a Peftor of that Rank, was un-
juftly banifhed and exiled from his Church ; yet
he never fought to right himfelf by the bloody
Sword, but rather by that golden rule of Obedi-
ence, and Pattence, which our Saviour left to his

Difciples fub figillo, and they to the Church 7
5

depofite.  Simancha with his Fellows may perhaps
anfwer to thefe Paflages, that the Church was
{wathed all this while in the bands of Weaknefs,
that the Sickle carried not at that time an edge
fharp enough for thofe ftubborn Weeds, and that
the faithful had not as yet raifed themfelves to that
height of Credit, that might give life to their Exe-
cution, But 1if the conftuncy of Obedience had
been fquared by the liberty of Men’s Election, and
this had been the Latitude of Loyaliy in thofe well
difpofed Times, when Bifhops only foupht God’s
Honour, not their own Prerogatives; lurely the
Church of Chrift had wanted a great part of thofe
Martyrs and Confeffors, which are ranked at this
day in the Roman Calander. They that take
this {cope, may concetve and publith when it
pleafeth them, that Lay Subj£ts in like manner
are no longer bound to Obcdicace and Loyalty,
than they find themfelves over-waak to make
powerful Oppofition to ungodly Magiitrates 5 and
{o confound all Laws ot Jultice in the Staze, and
all degrees of Subjefts that in private are bound
to live orderly, Tertuflian doin notably convince
this Paradox, as well of Falihood as Levity, by
making a clear Demon{tration of the Streagth and
Potency of godly Chriftians m lus own tine,
(which was amiong the firft) in cafe they would
have put their Forces to the {trongeft Proof, fince
all publick places, as Courts, Confiitorics, Camps,
and Forts, were {tored and furnithed wicth Men of
that Profeffion and Quality.

The Legions that were entertained by faithiefs
Princes i pay, and profpzred i the createft
Actions they undertook, miznt have purchated a
far better Fortune at an eafier rate, n cafe they
could have fatisfied their own Confciences, by
oppofing againft Order. If the godly Chriiluns
that lived under Conaitins an Arian, weou'd have
fought their eafe, by ftepping over to the fervice
of Conftance and Gratian that were Religious ; they
might have caufed their own Sovereign to fhrink
at their Tranfport, that before made advantage
of their Humility, If any Man will take upon
him more in thefe days, faich Chiyfoffons, than
was granted heretofore to Subjects that were under
Infidels, Quod majsra fibi concredita elfz aixerint,
becaufe they fay that more is committed unto
them ; they muft be tavghe, won awic boioiis fur
tenspus effe, that 1t is not the time and place of their
Preferment, fince they are as Pilgrims in this
World, but they fhail in ancther fhew appear more
bright and glorious to all Men, grainde Chiifius
appariterit, & tunc cum Chrifto comparcbunt it glo-
#ia, when Chrift appears, and they wich him then
fhall appear in Glory, Tho’ St. Giegory confeflerh
himfelf to have been fo powerful in Jraly, that he
nceded not to have left among the Leimbards
either Duke or Count, in cale 2 would have op-
pofed confidently his Endeavour againft their Rage;
yet finding Theodelinda the Queen to have bee
feduced flily by fome Serpent of thar fort from the
fincerity of her Profeflion, and dangeroufly with-
drawn from God to Belial, irom Piety to Herely ;
o'ok no harder courfe, than by forewarning her
with a fatherly Affe@ion, and in humble Terms
to take heed in time, that the rainted not the {weet
Bread of many moral Virtues (worthy to be fer-
ved in the Supper of the Lamb) with the Leaven
of the Falfhood and Impicty of thofe mifbelieving
Teachers that abufed her Credulity.

It had not been hard for Chryfafisin (in refpeét
of the tender Love which was borne him by his

Flock,
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Flock, not ad aras only, but ultra aras, if his
Patience had been pliant to their Defires) to have
wearied that ungodly Princefs Eudoxia, that would
never give him reft nor breath in the crooked
ways of her own Wickednefs, But if the Doctrine
of fome Schoolmen in this Age be found to differ
{o much from the former Demonftrations of Obe-
dience and Truth, why fhould I not conplain,
That nunc definit effe remedio locus, ubi quee fuerant
olim witia, nunc mores fint 2 Itis true that long after
this, the Officers of the French King, Pbilip the
Fair, complained, and upon juft Caufe, augenda
Jacerdotum jura, jura Regia minui, that the King’s
Rights or Libertics were appaired by raifling the
Rights and Privileges of the Priefts. It may be
likewile true thar is written by a Countryman of
ours, thatGregerythe feventh confefled on his Death-
bxd, (out with what Remorfe or touch of Con-
fcience God knows) Ex minutione laicorum fe [acer-
dotimt promovilfe gloriam, which in divers words is
of one effect: buc yet all Bifhops were not of that
mind, but keeping faft in Memory that Obfer-
vation of the Prophet David, That to drink of
Waters drawn from the Springs of Bethel, with
peril and hazard of Men’s Lives, was fanguinem
bibere, to drink Blood, were as cautious in quench-
ing {parks of Diflenfion and Strife by Charity, as
others were to kindle them out of Ambition and
Vain-glory. For in cales of this nature, Nou eff
opus fevientis anime, fed medentis fiudio : for Charity
is pattent and courteous, Nec inflatur nec eff ambi-
tigfa, Peter hath two Keys, one of Knowledge,
another of Power: thefe are prepared and ftred
alfo to two Locks, that1s, Induration and Igno.
rance : and hardly fhall we find, that without
both, and a fure Ufe of both, any ftrong Locks
of Oppolition or Obftruction, have been opened,
VWherefore no Man need to doubt, but that a-
mong fo many godly, grave, and learned Bifhops,
(as will ever rank themf{elves, tanguam in acie ordi-
nata, to difcourage and affright the forlorn Hopes
of Simancha’s School) thefe Pofitions will fink:
and fome that have been loth to yield out of
Humour, yet will be forced to faint out of
Cowardice.

The godly Learned never once vouchfafed to
lend thelr Fars to the deceitful Tunes of bewitch-
ing Charms ; rather grounding their Opinions upon
the fourth Council of Zoleds, by which all forts of
Perfons are condemned without Diftinétion or
Exception, Qui fidem regibus fuis Sacramento pro-
miffun cbfervare contemnerent, that contemaed or
fcorned to keep the Faith which they promifed by
Oath to their Sovereign: taking by this firft part,
all perfidious Traitors in general.

Bar that which follows, pincheth Navarre and
his Difciples at the very Heart: Ut ore frinularent
guramenti profefionen, cum menge retinereit perfidie
smpietaten, and with their Mouth diffembled a Pro-
feflion by Oath, when in their Minds (or men-
tally, to ufe the very word of our School-men at
this day) they retained ftill the wicked purpofe of
Treafon, Indeed Pythagoras imprinted nothing in
the Minds of his Scholars more deeply, than that

profane Verle,
Fura, perjura, fecretum prodere noll.

The Epicure on the other fide was fatisfied modp
mentem injuratam gereret, etiamfi lingua juraret,
And you, M. Garnet, (to make up fuch 2 Triangle
as can never be reduced to a Cube, that 1s, a per-
felt Square) divulge and publifh to your Auditory

5

(which thofe blind Philofophers durft not pro-
fels beyond the compafs of their Schools) that it
is lawful to draw Words to the Senfe of Thoughts,
to calt a mift of Error before an eve of fingle
Truft, and to deceive your Brother for your own
Security. I am very fure the learned Farhers nei-
ther knew the Way, nor had the Will to efcape by
fuch a kind of deceptio wifus, as direftly tends ad
defiruétionem anime. For when Athanafius was o-
vertaken by a Purfuivant, and afked Quantinn in-
de abeffer Athanafins 2 how far Aibanafius was from
thence ? tho® it ftood upon his Life in a time (as
you make of this) of Perfecution, and he a Per-
fon far more choice and dainty for the defence of
God’s own Quarrel, (as appear’d by his quick and
fharp Encounters with the profefied tnemies of
Truth in that holy Nicene Council) than you are in
this Kingdom for the Juftification of thofe bad
Attempts and impious Actions, which you take in
hand, yet he anfwer'd as freely without Fraud as
Fear, non longé abeffe Athanafium : which was very
true, becaufe he was the Man for whom the Party
fought, and cared little, as appears, how foon tiey
met him. A Man of weak Conceit may apprebend
how far aur Saviour himfelf was from thefe chymi-
cal Conftructions, and Evalions fophiftical, by that
univerfal Propofition, Quicunque me negaverit, who-
{foever denied him betore Men, fhould be deni-
ed by him before his Father, &¢, For to put
out cautious Equivocators from all hope of Suc-
cour in this Streight by their diftinction of verbal
and mental Negatives, I urge the precedent Warn-
ning in that very Text before, Non timere eos gus
cccidunt corpus, & animam non poffunt occidere 5 not
to fear thofe which have power only to kill the
Body, and not the Soul, For if our Saviour had
left his Difciples fuch a firength of Surety for re-
treat upon Purfuit, as verbal Flourithes, (whatfo-
ever were concetved or refolved in the Mind) he
needed not fo carefully to arm them with encou-
ragement and hope again{t Affanlts of Cruelty.
The Paflages which both you and other of your
Complices wreft from the Mouth of Chriit him{elf
for a fair countenance of Cozenage in this La-
byrinth, would rather commsvere nanfeam quan
bilew : tho', I muft tell you, that fingular Exam-
ples drawn from our Saviour, that was both God
and Man, (and not only knew by his eternal
Wifdom, but was alfo by his matchlefs Power
to rectify whatfoever feemed to our dull Conceits
obfcure) are neither Rules of our Encouragement,
nor Warrants for our Imutatton, 1 makz no
doubt for my part, but thefe Eggs of Equivo-
cation and mental Refervation (never engender-
ed nor covered by fairer Birds in better Times)
were hatch’d (as the Poets feign) of Olprays
with a Thunderclap. For among the Mar-
tyrs and Paftors primitive, their Pratfes were re-
founded with the loudeft and fweeteft Cries, that
were moft refolute (without Evalions or Tricks)
to lay down a tranfitory Life in a Moment, to the
Purchafe of a better in Eternity ; fo far they
were from forcing Wit, or {training Craft to fe-
cure Cowardice. But to pafs over this jult Mo-
tive of Digreffion, I will conclude the chief
Point, which 1s the Care beft Men have ever had,
to prefer Obedience beforg Security, Leoyalty be-
fore Life, with a difcreec Anfwer of a Pope to a
King of ours, which may ferve you for a better
Precedent in the Courfe of Patience, than that
either of Gregory VII, Bosniface VIII, or Alex-

ander VI in their Praltices of Extremity,
it
1
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if it fo ftand with your pleafure. Richard the
holy Warrior, having committed a Nozinan Bifhop
Prifoner, whom he took in field againft him with
his Coat-armour upon his back, received within
a-while after an urgent requeft (if not a powerful
inftance) from the Pope, at the earneft defire of
other Bifhops, for the Prifoner’s enlarcement ;
whom it pleafed his Fatherhood in the Letter, by
a word of Indulgency (but yet without that ground
of equity which moved the Apoftle obfecrare pro
filio fue, quem genuit in vinculis, to prefs Philemor
for his fon Ouefimins, whom he begat to Chrift and
his Church in durefs) to call his Son. The King
wittily alluding by his anfwer to that plice in
Genefis, where fofeph’s parti-coloured and pied
Coat was offered to the aged Father ftained and
{prinkled with Bleod, fent not the Prifoner who
remained faft, but the Coat-armour (which was
loofe) to the Pope, inquiring 4 beatiffine Patre (by
this mild Queftion) an bec effer filii fui tunica ?
whether this were the Coat of his Son? The Pope
furprized with a Demonftration, and obferving
heedfully the Marks which could not lye, returned
a arave anfwer to the King, Nec hauc effe filii fui
tunicam, That neither this was the Attre of his
Son, nor he purpofed {o to acknowledge the Party
that was taken 1n that Coat, and therefore left him
wholly to civil Juftice, and the King’s gracious
Pleafure. For it is true, that Ambition, which 1s
moft bold upon advantage, 1s moft cowardly upon
farprize: and howfoever Humours may fome-
times wrge Minds that are not evenly ballanced
with Difcrction and Confcience, to undertake At-
temns ever above Duty, and oftentimes above
their Strength 5 yet fecond Wits obferve the Slips
and rrors of the firlt, and thereupon concluding
ar more letfure out of judgment, that wvis expers
confilii mele rait fza, they begin hkewife to fear
that vait Defires aswell as Buildings, where Foun-
dasions are not firm, f{ink by their own Magni-
tude. It is not poflible that Humours fhould be
durable, (confidering that materia prima, the firft
Matter, out of which they {nring, like Proteus, is
casable of as many Shifts and Forms as the World
hath Variations and Accidents) weartng and con-
fuming like a Garment with inceffant ufe: but the
moral Virtues which have their Root 1n the Deity
itfelf, and derive their Influence from Grace, muit
of neceflity be co-cternal with their Author, who
doth not only plant, but water, and produce out
of his own Goodnefs, correfpondent Fruits that
fuit their original,

By thefe Demonfirations we learn what Laws
were current, what Bounders kepr, and what
courfe and manner of procecding was oblerved
towards Princes by modeft Bithops, which either
lived very near, or imitated thole thut lived next
to the Precedents of apoftolick Humility, Now
therefore it {hall not be impertinent (the Subjelt
moving in due place and with due circumftance)
to defcry (not by idle Imaginations, but by evi-
aent Impreffions) how covertly, and as it were
by ftealth, Incroachments crept upon the Carpet,
before they durft by any forcible attempt invade
the Scat of Power: e cam doiimirent bomines, venit
bomo ininncyss and when Men were in fleep, the
Devil came, & fuperfeminavit zizania, It is con-
feffed indifferenty by all Perfons of all forts,
that are either judicious or fenfitive, that thofe
Mexims which pierce to the Center, and touch
the very life of Confcience, ought rather to be
hxed upon the Poles of Conftancy, than carried

{1‘.

upon the Wheels of Change; and that not Zfree!
alone, but all moral and indifferent "Affeétions
ought to anfwer Amen 1o the Curfe which God
pronounced with his own Mouth againft all Men
of whatfoever quality, that dare prefume to re-
move or put afide Land-marks, or Bounders of
Juri{diction, which preferve Peace : and yet by
tract of time and long experience, we fee that
ab illo moly trepidationis, ever fince that trepidation
or quivering (as it is termed by Afrologers) which
prevalled in the minds of fearful Princes;, under
powerful ftrains, there have been many variations
of Degrees and Diftances in the conclufions of
Church-government, efpecially within thefe laft
fix hundred Years; which moves wife Men to
refort to the judgment of a grave Philofopher,
(difcourfing of diverfity of Times and Perfons
that did fway thofe Times, either by Predomi-
nance or Art) guo minks ab ortn aberant, the lefs
diftant they were from the firlt Original, the more
parfectly they difcerned Truth: and of the fame
mind 1s Tertullian, perfedficra prima, the nearer
the Spring-head, the purer’ Streams: which is
the Scope of our Induftry.

To rip up matters therefore from the very
Root, without obftruction or paflion, we may ob-
ferve, that fo long as the Plouch of Perfecution
did not only make deep Furrows on the backs of
godly Bifhops by Torture, (which the Prophet by
the Text in the Plalm, Super dorfum menm fabri-
caverunt peccatores, feemeth to touch) but by Vex-
ation and Anguifh alfo in their very Souls, which
thofe humble Spirits feel that are moft fenfitive of
the leaft {cratch given to Loyalty; it rent up by
the roots all thofe Weeds of Ambition and Emu-
lation which in calm feafons are apt to {pring out
of the rank grounds of original Infirmity : For till
the bleffed Reign of Conffautine, wherein the rage
of Perfecution began to ceafle, I find almoft univer-
{illy no other kind of ftrife among the godly
Fathers, than whofe counfel or endeavour, by 2
religious and modelt kind of emulation, migic
be of beft ufe to the propagation of the Church’s
limits, and of God’s Glory., The Church iufelf
(which 15 the Body myftical of Chrift) might by
Analogy be properly refembled to the Stomach
of a Body natural, which though it receive much,
yet makes equal diftribution, by dividing and
cdifparfing that which it receives, to the ufe and
fultenance of all the other parts, which would
otherwile decay, and by degrees wafte and perifh.

If all this while a Tribune had ftood up to
complain againft the Church of Rome, as Meiies
nius Agrippa did againft the Senate, comparing it
to the Belly, (which devoured all, and did no
cood) the pooreft and the weakeft Member
would have utterly difclaimed and difavowed the
lealt fenfe of fuch a wrong: But if the Belly
afterward by caring only how to feed itlelf, did
pine the other Parts, (as the Populars did then
fuggeft) and by transforming the orderly and
well compacted Body of the State politick into
a Montfter, by fo great difproportion of noirifh-
ment, did violate the Laws of Nature, and diffolve
the Bonds of Union, we muft confefs, that both
Menenius with them, and (if the cafe be like) all
faithful Patriots and Members among us, have
reafon to require remedy.

It 1s certain, that the end of thefe firlt Bifhops
was then to feed the Flock, not to fill the Pail ;
to fpread the Faith, not to extend the Line; to
draw Kings to perfection, not to depofe them
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From their States s to fettle Peace, not to raile
Diffenfion ; to prepare the Subjeéts hearts to Obe-
dience, not to inflame it with Prejudice; to be at
peace with all the World, holding peace of Con-
fcience to be all in all, fo they might gamn to
Chrift, and in no cafe to fhew themfelves perci-
fores, or violentes, which the Canons of the Church
(befide the Prohibition of Pan/ himfelf) will not
{uffer.

Some of the latter (but beft learned} Writers,

finding by the curious Examination of fundry Pal-
fages, and infinite Interpreters, how hard, or ra-
ther how unpoffible it is to prove their Title to
this high Prerogative of depofing Kingg, by di-
re& Evidence out of the Word of God, and fuch
Witnefes of Record as are above exception 5 re-
fort to prove by Charter, Grant, and Privilege
from Princes Pieties: As for example, from Cou-
fantine the Grft and beft, Phocas the firlt and worlt,
Ine King of the Welt Saxons that was religious,
and King Fehn that was impious, as well fans frye,
as his Title was fans ferre.  In which Crew, fome
intending ferious  Devotion, others pretending
feigned Satisfaction to other Ends; and aul, as the
Times then taught, that no Seeds fpring up more
{peedily thanthofe which arefworn i aree Doirinica,
for redemption of Souls, lefr them better earncit
of their Hopes by Gift, than our Savieur did 1n his
Teftament by Legacy. Aguanft the pretended
Charter or Donatton, whichh fome of the Cano-
nifts more zealous than judicious {eck to derive
irom Conflantine o Sylvefier, tho’ I need fay lir-
tle, becaule the beft grounded Judgments and mofk
modcft Spirits of that fort, have torn away the
painted Vifard from that warpad Faces yet be-
caufe 1n matters of this moment too much can-
not be faid, I mean, more {uccinétly than the nawre
of that Subject (being once undertaken) doth per-
mit, to prefs fome fhort Arguments.  Firit, how
unlike it is that Syfvgfer (the next Bifhoo but one
to that worthy and renowned Rank of Moartyrs
that loft their Lives for the Profcflion of Cliif)
thould vpon the firft paule of Refpiraiion to take
breath, (after fo many manful Combuts agrintt
God’s Enemies) abufe the favour of o gracious a
time, by hunting after tie vain Tenures of Prin-
cipality,  The Bifhops that have kepe themfelves
above Water ail this wihile, by the ftrength and
favour of that powerful Hand, which fupported
Peter on the Scas when he was at the point to
fink, by learning now to fwim fuddenly with the
Bladders of the World’s Ambition, might have caft
themielves mto greater danger of drowning in the
Rivers of Dainafeus, than in the Red-Sea that the
Samnts pafled over.

Platina veports out of the Popds own Records,
that Sylogfer refufed at the hand of Cenflentine
diademe geimis diftindinin, a Crown or Diadem fet
with precious Stones, asan Ornament not conve-
nient nor agreeable to a Paftor in his place.  Tho’
godly Neflor calls it only fignuin fuperbie, a fign
or badge of Pride; Syfugfer fhould have been
found guilty not of a Sien, but of Pride it feif]
and that 1 the higheft kind, by the grand Jury
of all his Predeceflors Saints in Fleaven, in cale
he had accepted what thele Men cerafy to have
been offered.  Among the Fathers and Hiftories
of the Church (how copious and large ifoever in
exprefiing the great Favours which the Spoufe
of Chrift received by the Piety and Bounty of this
Emperor in other kinds) appears no fcrip of Evi-
dence to make good this Grant ; which were an

20, The Trial of Henry Garnet, @ Confpirator 4 Jac. 1,

Argument of great ingvatitude, 1f they had either
heard of any Difpofition in the Prince to give ir,
or in the Pope to accept it. Neither is it like
that {o religious a Prince would have left that to
his Son, that he gave to the Church, rer from
thence his godly Succeflors, as Theodefins, would
have detained it.  Befides, all Writers prove how
powerful the Lieutenants of the Greedifo Empire,
whom they called Exarchs, were long after the
date of this Pretence, which could not ftand with
the ftrength wherein hereby they firive to plant
the Papacy. I find by dire&t ackrowledgement,
veniffe proventus, &c. that Revenuves came from
certain places for the maintenance of the Church
of St. Paul, erected at the humble fuit of Syl e
by Conftantine y and from Sardinia, by the Report
of fome, to that Church which s holy Mother
built. Again, that the Tributes were conferred
on the Churches, which {omne Cities payed into the
Exchequer in former times: and thete 1 mbke to
be the Shadows and Coleurs of this idle Dream.
[for of the Charter 1t felfy (which excevdeth ten
times 1n value all that 15 recorded touching
Churches in particular, and in refpect of a greater
Eminency and Prerogative, fhould Lave carried a
far greater Repuration, and made a fawer fhew)
there 1s not fo much as a mark whereby they may
take their Aim that are moft ambitious.  How
little credit, itrength or honour any Church can
aain by dertving Charters frem Phecas, a lafcivious
faithicls Tyrant, wickedly embrued with the
(langhter of Mauritius s Malter, Wife, and
Heirs, and ufurping that Eftaie uniuftly, (by the
Countenance whereof he was bold to give more
than either of Right he ought or could) [ leave to
their Opinions that love to meafure Claims and
Titles rather by the line of Equity, than by the
Jat of Ambition. But yer to make more of a
Tyrant by vouchfafing a thort anfwer to his Sha-
dow, than in Conicience s requifitc 3 1 firft infer,
that fuch Charters granted chiefly upon eround of
Cunning, and with 2 purpofe to maintain the Plot
by Party, which was undertaken and begun Ly
Fraud, might etther have been afterward revoked
by himfelf, or annulled and repealed by his Suc-
ceffors: And further fay, by judgment of the beft
Civilians, that no Prince’s Act is warrantable, with-
out the publick Affent, according to that Maxim,
Quod oinnes tangity ab onnibus approbari debet, that
tendeth to the State’s prejudice,

Laft of all, I prove that our Country in parti-
cular could take no Copper by this Tranfpofition,
admitting it to have been found and ablolute, be-
caufe we were excluded from the Care, Prote&ion
and Providence of the Remar Empire, verv near
two hundred Years before that Phoces with Lis
bloody Hand began to ficer thar Monarchy.
For after that /Etius, Lieutenant for the Romass
Emperor in the parts of Frauce, did only fend
Inftruétions and Orders to the walted Biizons how
to range their Battles, and difpofe their Fights, with
a careful, and yet a final Anfwer, not to look for
any more Supplies or Aids for that Eftate, which
then fell into Faction, and was no longer able
to fupport it {elf; the Britons holding themfelves
abandoned, (in which cafe all Laws free them both
of Duty, and Dependency)after many bloody Bat-
tles under their own Kingsagaintt the Scotsand Pigs,
fell into the Saxons hands, who like a Pharach thar
never knew Fofeph or his Father’s Houfe, erec-
ted a brave Monarchy {tho’ fometimes quartered
and divided mto many Parts among chemfeives)
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and maintained it in abfolute Authority, without
acknowledament of any foreign or {uperior Com-
mand, till by a fecond or third Relapfe, it became
a Prey to the Novinan Conquelt,  Wherefore Pho-
cas having netther Pofieffion nor Right in this
State (left by Negligence, or abandoned by
Neceflity fo many Years before,) could convey
no more to the Church, than he either had, or
ought to have, which was accidens fine [ubjecto,
Tndividuuin vagrin, and a wibil indeclinabile,  The
Contribution of Peter-Pence to Rome by Ina, be-
ing called in the Saxon Hiftories the King®s Alie-
jon, in the Laws of Caanntus, Laiga Regis benigni-
res. and in that Abltra& which is left of the Con-
tefior’s and Conqueroi’s Decrees, Kegis eleemofyna,
proceeded (as the words import) not of Dty but
of Charity ; and in refpect of any temporal Pre-
rogative (which 1s the Key of thefe afpiring
Claims) deth rather prove the Pope then fitting
to have been King Jua’s Beadfman, than King
Ina then relghing, to have been the PoPc’s Ho-

II] l-.-iﬂI ger-

I could alledge alfo an allowance of a fpecial
Manfion for Euglifb Pilerims that were drawn to
Reine about Afuirs, bearing that Title to this day,
in refpe¢t of the great Piety and Bounty of the
Saxon Kings 5 which falling within the compafs of
that natural Contract Ds #f aes, coptoufly handled
by the Civil Laws, and compared with the Contri-
bution, may rather prove an Exchange than an Im-
pofitton.

To the colour of King Febn’s Donation, who
was as likely to have parted with his Soul as with
his Crown, and upon the fame Conditions, if Ne-
ceflicy had preffed him 3 I could give Satisfadtion
by that found note of a Monk of Saint Albcus, ac-
cording tunably with that former concerning Pbo-
cas out of the Civil Laws, that, Regis non off daie
regnum, qued eff vefpublice, fine alfenfu Barouuss qui
tenentur reginn defeidere @ and therefore he cannot
give away the Ports and Cities, which are Branches
and Members of the Main.  But I will take it up
a fireichter Link, and avow by Aatthew Paris,
that {o lar was the Parliament, which he termeth
Regni uiziverfitaléi, from allenting deteflande o5-
Lizationi to this deteftable and haweiul Band (as it
is fitly called by the Menk of #7effminficr) that the
Metropelitate himlcli, pro univeifitate contradixit,
contradicted and withftood it in the behalf of the
whole Parliament.

The Judgment of Fhilip the French King upon
the Publication of this Charter is much commend-
ed by 2 Writer of that Age, for the defence of
this Paradox, which he thouzht would prove per-
nicigfitm Regibus (3 Regnis exeinpluin, a dangerous
Example, and fearful Precedent both to Kings
and Kingdoms, IHe would have Men refort to
Petei’s Succeffors about matters that concern the
Soul, and not de regais, gucriis, vel wilitia, which
do not belong to him. Laft of all, the Saying
which was luckily inferted in this Charter or Do-
nation, namely, Salvis nobis S beredions noffris
guftitiis, libertatibus & regelibus noffris, makes it
ablolutely voidand of no effet : the main Preroga-
tive being fafely preferved, by God’s Providence,
which the King would otherwife have lec flip,
by a circumvented and over-awed Facility,  Iris
reported by the Monk of 7Peflminfter, a Witnels
(according to the State of thefe Times) of beft
Regard, that the Pope refiding and abiding at
Lions, this deteftable Grant was burnt,  The Au-
thor of Lulogiwin addeth further, that it was re-

Vor.l.

leafed crin omni fidelitate €& bomagio, by the Pope’s
Direion to the Euglifp Parliathent., And Sic
Thomas More, that loft his Life in defencé of the
Pope’s Primacy, deferves beft of any to be credi-
ted in my Conceit, avowing, Firft 2 Weaknefs in
the King feeking to fubject his Crown to fuperior
Commands; and next, in the Grant a Nullity.
Behdes, not only Sir Thoiras More affirms, that
the Pope’s Impofition, with the King’s Conceffion,
was never paid; but it s further forufied by Ad-
dition out of the Rolls of Parliament, in the fiftieth
Year of Edward the Third, that when the King
was threatned with a Citation from Roize for de-
taning Dues upon this Grant, with large Arrearage,
the whole Bedy Spiritval and Temporal of the
Kingdom there affembled, after grave Delibera-
tion and long Advifement, refjfterent 3 contraai-
cereirt, avec toute lewr puiffance 3 and upon thele
Grounds, that the Charter was againft the King’s
Qath at his Coronation, and without the Voice ¢f
his Parliament,

Since therefore Pheocas, Ina, Fobir, nor Conflau-
tine, add any further Weight to the Pretence of a
depoling Intereft, than wasin charge before 3 Difls
cretion and Obfervation will judge whether the
State of the Kewman Bifhops were not had in grea-
ter Revercnce while they fought to win by Piety,
than to flrain in Paffion, to bow than to break,
and to temper than to exafperate. Rehgion and
Humility then were the Corner-ftones of that
itately Front which the World {fo much at the firlt
admired in the Church of Rome, tho’ afterward by
the change of Bifhops in that See, and of Hu-
mours 1n thofe Bihops, {o great alteration was
found, as Ainerva coming afterward to Atbens,
could hardly take notice of her own Ship, nof
Conftantine at Rome of his own Nurle; ror (as
St. Hicrome notes of panted Women, that caft up
their Eyes to Heaven) if we confider how many
falfe Colours have been fet upon the Pillars of
Church Government, hardly Chrilt of his own
Creature in the time of Pope Alexaader the VIehy
if he had been put in mind to call on him, In
the beginring 1t agreed with Dauiel’s Image in the
Head of Gold for godly Government, in the Breaft
of Siver for unfpotted Conicience, and in the
Legs of Brafs for inceffant Induftry, Butafterward
in fuccceding Ages, the Fleads of many Popes
grew hurhorous, their Breaft avaricious, and thert
Legs idle.

That holy Nicene Council (whercof I nevef
fpeak without Reverence and due Regard) 1n that
arcat Divifion which was made of the Patriarchal
Jurifdiftions according to the State of the Churcit
in thofe days, for cftablifhment of Dilcipline
and prefervation of Unity, fpeaks not one word

of any Temporal Command, much lefs of any

Right in {ulpending or depofing Kings, or abfolving
Subjets from their Ouaths of Obedience and Loy-
alty, tobe left m the Nature of an Heirlome to the
Rawman Bifhops by primitive Acknowledgment.
But as Salluft, very gravely and like a faithful
Patriot, complains touching the State Politick of
Reme in his own time, that paffquam divitie bonor?
effe capere, €5 eas gloria, imperium, potentia feque~
rentyr 3 Faltion and Pride began to creep up to
the Seats of Senators, and the publick Juftice of
the State to fhake: So likewife in the Church we
find, that upon like Corruption like Diforders
orew, and many Weaknefles began daily more
and more to difclofe themielves in thofe bright
Sun-fhing days which the Saints enjoyed by the
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Bounty of a better Prince (as Cockle ftarts up
when Corn grows ripe) which before was either
fhadowed with Difcouragement, or fupprefled by
Difcipline, 1 fpeak not this, becanfe fome fuch
kinds of Heats and quick Diftempers have not
fometimes happened, and may not by occafions
fall out again between God’s own Elelt, as Peter
and Paul, Pay! and Barnabas, and the godly Bi-
thops in this very Council, which I prefs (tho’
with that Meafure which becomes the Minifters of
God and his Apoftles Succefiors) becaufe 1t pleafeth
him fometimes out of our Error to raife his own
Honour, and to make Virtue perfect and compleat
by Infirmity : but to make it plain, that Plenty is
the Daughter of Profperity, Ambition of Plenty,
and Corruption of Ambition, For after that Bifhops
were admitted to appeal from civil Courts by the
Emperor himfclf, and their Sentences by Imperial
Authority were made equal to his own;; they be-
oian to raife their Creft, and wichin a while, as it
15 teftified by onc of the moft antient approved
Writers of the Church, Zpifeopatus Romanus, non
aliter guam dlexandrinys quafi extra facerdotii fines
egreffis, ad feculavem principatum jam anté delapfus
¢/t : The See of Rome, in the fame manner as that

of Alexandria, as it were exceeding the Limits and
Bounds of Priefthood, had flid into {ecular Prin-
cipality 3 tho’ the Bifhops of neither of thofe Sees,
as we may affure our felves, were ignorant of
Panl’s Prohibition to all degrees of Paftors, that
they fhould not intermeddle with Secular Affairs,
{o far as concerns an over-dropping of the regal
Plants, becaufe a Bifhop fhould no more live out
of the Element of the Church, nor a Monlk out
of a Defart, than a Fith out of Water. For Chrift
fled into the Mountains when the People would
have made him King: and Bifhops ought with
Fofeph rather to leave their Cloaks hehind them,
than to confent to the Charms and vain Entice-
ments of the World, which like the wanton Wife
of Potiphar ftretcheth forth her Arms, and (with
the Syremes) ftraineth her Voice to draw them
within the compafs of Tentation, and then taketh
hold to drown them in Senfuality,

Now whereas it 1s faid by Secrates, Fam ante
delapfus ¢ff, that the See of Rome did flip before
that time (whereof he fpeaks) into fecular Prin-
cipality, I am induced by the Report of Ammia-
1us Mareellinus, a grave Writer, tho® no Chriftian,
to take my Level fomewhat higher for the find-
ing of my Mark: for he living in that time a-
bout the Court (and oblerving as it were from
the main top of the temporal Eftate, what courfe
was kept among all forts and qualities of Perfons
in divers Elements) makes mention of a bloody
Slaughter in a Church of Rowe, where the Chri-
ftians were wont to meet for the Celebration of
their MyReries, about the violent Competition and
Contention beeween Damafus and Urficinus for the
Papacy; and taketh notice of one hundred and
thirty-feven Carcafes drawn out of that Church
where they met about EleGtion: and further
writeth, that Pivienus then Lieutenant to the
Emperor, was glid to make Retreat into the
Suburbs, till the Rage were tempered, or the Strife
ended. After this, as a Man partial to neither
Part, and therefore in all likelihood the more in-
different and juft in deetning rightly of the true
ftate of the Caufe, he gathers the chiefeft motive
of Contention and Emulation about the means of
compafling this Height, to proceed from the
greac Eafe, Wealth and Honour that prevailed
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and were furely fettled and eftablithed in that Dig-
nity. His Reafons are, for that Matronaruin cbla-
tionibus ditabantur, they were enriched with the
offerings of Matrons or great Ladies : they rode
in Coaches publickly ; they were choicely fuited
in their Apparel ;5 their Diet dainty, and fome-
times above the rate and ufe of Princes in the
umes of their Banquetine, That Damafus 2
Competitor was one of thele, Ammianus doth not
affirm, much lefs do I believe, finding with what
Refpeft and Reverence St, Hierom that *had been
himfelf a Prieft of Rome doth fpeak of him : yet
the manner of his climbing and afpiring to the
Seat was fcandalous, not only unto fuch as were
religioufly devout, but even to Ammianus May-
cefifuns that was but morally precife ; as doth ap-
pear by that grave Judgment which he gives of the
blefled State, which as he thinks the Bifhops of
Romie might enjoy, in cafe they lived in that fober
manner, with that bare Diet, mean Apparel, and
humble Looks caft to the ground, which other
Bithops in the Country did, neither tafting nor e-
[teeming thofe choice Pleafures and Delights which
the delicacy and great abundance of that Place af-
forded them.

This paffion of 2 Writer whom we account pro-
phane, in refpet he was unregencrate to Chrift,
nor nuifed by the breaft of his Spoufe the Church,
puts me in mind of a zealous Paflion in Heffor
Boetius, a great Roman Catholick, upon this very
Subjet in the Scotifb Hiltory, Hujufinodi antiftites
quam funt illorum diffimiles, quia diverfa ingrediun-
tur via cum locum illorum oceupent, e, He won-
ders at the Difference between thofe Bithops, and
others at this day, which fuceeding in their
Places, take another Courfe: they gliftered not
in Gold, they were not refiant in Princes Courts,
they were not attended by Guards, nor fkilful in
the Art of diffembling, more gainful by many
degrees than that of Poctry, which the Univerfities
ufe to crown with Lavrel.  This moved Bowiface
(I mean the Martyr, not the Challenger) to pre-
fer the Devotion of the golden Bithops, that in the
Church’s Poverty adminiftred with greater fervency
in wooden Chalices, before the vanity of many
blockifh Bifhops that in a richer State, with more
Solemnity and les Zeal, adminifter in Chalices of
Gold 3 becavfe, as Hierem notes, external Riches
add not to the worth of him, qut corpus Domini in
cantfiro vimineo, fanguinem in vitro portat; that
carrles the Body of our Lord in a wicker Bafker,
and his Blood ina Glafs. I would not be conceived
by this Speech, to favour their ridiculous Conceits,
that labour to draw the fubftance or the value of
thofe Veflels in which Sucraments are adminiftrated,
to the firlt Simplicity : for, the reafon of David’s
judging it indecent for him to lodge i domo ce-
drina cum arce Dei effer fub pellibus, draws meto a
greater eftimation of Veflelsappertaining to {o high
a Myftery, For fure I am, that the Value of the
Content, doth infinitely furmount the Continent 3
and in adiaphoris, that is, things indifferent, we
are left to'the rule of Decency.

My only purpofe is but to obferve and tax
the declination of Piety, together almoft at one
inftant with multiplication of Metals and Mine-
rals, the labour which is made for Charges and
Employments for Commodity alone withour Con-
fcience 5 and to limit thofe exceflive Grants in ma-
ny viva, which our Anteceffors did in many mor-
ina, and the ranging of internal Piety to external
Pomp, tho’ of both 1t were better, that we wanted

means
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means that are fuperfluous, than the modera:
tion that is neceflary, For Coryfoffom notes two
great Abfurdities in cramming Churches i}l Sa-
tiety conftrain them to regorge ; the one, that
Laymen are deprived of occafton to thew Charity ;
the other, that the Paftors themf{elves often neglect
their Duties, to become Colle@tors. This is no
eround for gleaning from the Church, which at
this day doth rather need Largitore bilari, quam
interprete maledico: but to prove that Arsuments
acainit Excefs and Height, are the {ureft Tenures,
and the ftrongeft Pillars of Stability 5 for iz fe
magna vuunt, fummifgue negatum eff flere din. In
defence of Ammianus Marcellinus from exception
either of partiality or ignorance in that which he
(peaketh of the Matrons, I vouch a manifelt De-
cree let forth, (riot by the Leeches and Blood-
fuckers of the Church, but by Velentinian and
Gratian, tcligious and worthy Princes) againft
any gain to be made by the Priefts of the Church
by Ladies Offerings ; and this Decree was pub-
lithed by Damafus himfelf, according to direftion
of State : which proves that dimmianys in the judg-
ment which he gave touching the motives of Dif-
fenfion, and Oppofition, {pake not idly.

To make the Cafe more plain, Whofoever
ratfeth any further doubt, may learn of St, Hierom,
That fome fuch excefs (or at the leaft overfight)
was cenfured about that time : where he feems not
to be fo much grieved and perplexed with the pub-
lithing of fuch a Law lighting upon juft defert, as
with the motive of that Law, which was greedi-
nefs. Therefore our Euglifb Bithops in the time
of Edward 111, aflented (tho’ unwillingly) to the
fimiting of Church Revenues, when the State’s

Neceflity put in a Caveat. And the Pope himfelf

pretended neither Quarrel nor Unkindnefs to St.
Lewis of France, for inhibiting the Grant of any
more Lands or Revenues, than had been con-
verted in former times to Churches without his
prIvity.

The ground of this refpettive Cautign and Mo-
deration, I take to be derived from the Courfe
which Moafes beld, being a Perfon as well publickly
Wile, as fpiritually Devout, in commanding all
the Peoples Offerings of Benevolence and Piety to
ceafe, after he had drawn in that proportion which
was {ufficient for the Furniture of the Tabernacle,
where God was to be ferved and honoured. For
the lealt Excefs in things (which with moderation
are laudable) doth eafily degenerate into Vice, and
all turns to humour that tranfcends the due pro-
portion of Nourifhment. We may foon be taught
in Genefs, That they which could be fatisfied with
no moderate degrees of Altitude, 1n {ecking to
build Caftles in the Air, before thewr Spires and
Battlements might touch the Clouds, were con-
founded in their own idlenefs,

You have heard how the Churches of Roie and
Alexandrie were ingulfed in the Depths of fecular
Principality to the wound of Monarchy, altho®
Spiritualis poteftas non ideo prafidet, ut terrene in
fuo jure prajudicium facigt, lairh a learned School-
man. But how hardly in the mean time the Civil
State did brook thefe Slips, let us learn (if we
deal indifferently) of Oreftes, who was then Lieu-
tenant for the Emperor, and complaineth bitterly
of fome Bithops, Quod per eos non nibil de audiori-
tate eovuin detradium effet, qui ad magifiratus geren-
dos defignati elfent, that they drew much from the
Authority of thofe Perfons, which were appointed
to bear Office. This gallant Gentleman began

Vou. I

very ¢arly o difcover {and by the break of day)
by what degrees the Myftery of Ambition Legan
to mine into the ftrength of Monarchy: he fear-
ed (and not without great likelihood) left Princes
{feeking to refume their Rights, might in time be
dealt withal, as the Badger was by the Hedge-
hog : For being wounded with the Prickles of his
offenfive Gueft, whom at the firft he welcomed
and entertained in his Cabin as an inward Friend,
he mannerly defired him to depart in Kindnefs as
he came, but yet could receive no other Satii-
fation to his juft Expoftulation, than, That he
for his own part found himfelf to be very well at
eafe, and they that were not, had reafon to feek
out another Seat that might like them better, He
forefaw by this forerunning Light, That Mifle-
toe and Ivy fucking by their {trait Embraces, the
very Sap that only giveth Vegetation from the
Roots of the Oak and Hawthorn, muft bloom
and flourith of neceflity, when the Trees fhould
wither.

I know that Civil Junf{diction in that good
meafure which is compatible with a Paftor’s Charge,
is fo far from that inconvenience of hindering the
orowth of Piety (as fome conceive) as 1t rather
ripens the Fruits which in a further diftance from
the Sun, are etther nipped by the Froft, or blafted
by fome bitter Wind: So as according to that of
Nabum, Rifiduum locuffe Brucus deveret. 1 tax
thofe only that prefume by forged Kvidence to con-
tend and ftrive with mighty Princes for their Seats,
or attempt to fet them belides their Thrones, which
the blefled Virgin makes a Portion of God’s own
Prerogative, Otherwife I fay with Paul of all the
faithful, Si7a illis mundus judicabitur, sndigni funt
gui de minimis judicent 2 If the World fhall be
judged by them, are they unworthy to decide
matters of leaft Accompt? And again, i Augelos
judicent, quanto magis fecularia?  And therefore
Epiphanius the Bithop of Cyprus is highly com-
mended in the Stories of the Church, for the dif-
creet Temper and decent Order he held in manag-
ing Affairs both Ecclefiaftical and Temporal. The
Council of Carthage underftood very perfectly the
way to moderate between both Extremes, and in
fanning away the fmoke of Pride, to preferve the
alofs of unfoiled Modefty. But the Patriarch of
Conftantingple finding by careful obfervation of
Times and Accidents, what ftrange Effels the
Church of Rome had wrought in ratfing Patriarchal
Jurifdiction as high as the jealonfy of Government
and incompatibility of Imperial Prerogative would
endure, adventured upon the wings of Pride, to
mount {o far above the pitch of his other Partners,
as if St. Gregory himfelf had not abated this pre-
fumption more by the ftrength of Arguments than
the edge of Power, it 1s not unlike but he would
have made himfelf in the end by faction of Adhe-
vents fimilemn altiffimo,

Thus eafy it is for many gratns of Sand by Nep-
tune’s Blefling to make a Shelf; for many Peter
Pence by Iua’s Bounty to make a Bank; and by
gathering a great heap of Sticks together by Mi-
nerva’s Providence, to make a Nelt high and wide
enough for long winged Hawks to breed in the
proportion of their own earneftly affefted, and
long labour’d Sublimity, Such were the Drifts
and Devices for the {pace of many Years of cer-
tain Roman Bifhops, often firaining, but never
reaching to their End, which was, to make 2 Rife
fo high, as might carry them over the Heads of

Emperors, till more than three hundred Years
Oo 2 after
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after the Seceffion of Conflsistine and his Succef-
fors into the Eaft ; their Lieutenants wanting now
that Gorgon’s Head of univerf{al Regiment and uni-
ted Strength, whereof they had difpofed formerly s
till that unlucky divifion of one Eagle’s Neck nto
two, which made the faireft Bird a Monfter, as
according to that one noted Maxim of our Savi-
our, Omne regnum in fe divifum defolabitur, gave
way, tho’ much againft their Wills, to that 1m-
provement of the JurifdiCtion of Petei’s Keys,
which hath not lince that time been lefs feared,
than at the firlt 1t was favoured. The fir{t mo-
tive of the tranflating of the Weltern Empire
into the Eaft, as Socrates reports, was chiefly to
this end, #¢ wvulnera que evant @ tyrainis inflidia,
illis jam [uvlatis tollerentsr, for the Cure of thofe
Woeunds which were given by Tyrants, now that
they were rid out of the way. Men liked of this,
and commended the Difcourfe that wrged it, vll
Experience, together with their own Dilafters,
made them find, thar, of both Extremes, it Is
better to admit an outward Diftemper, than an
inward Combuftion. The Ebbhath net been grea-
ter by the waining of the Empire, than the Flood
hath been ex confequente by the waxing of the
Church : which finding that the Beams are bright-
eft, and her Glory greatelt while the Sun is un-
der our Horizon, from whence fhe borrows and
derives her Light, hath fought ever fince with
her beft Diligence to quit her felf to thofe Rays
Imperial which by Vicinity may weaken, or by
Conjunction may darken her, It is true that Con-
flantine upon the Change did at the firft exempt
Bifhops only, but not Priefts from Convention in
Civil Courts; the firlt ftep to that Greatnefs
(which was 7n objeffa) to the Papacy, Gratian in
the Year three Hundred and eighty, and Honorins
in the Year four Hundred and fix, confirmed it,
Theodgfins and Valentintan were pleafed for increafe
of Favour, that Priefts alfo in lieu of Civil Judges,
might take their Trial before Bifhops, if the Par-
ties interefted 1n the Caufe could be fatisfied,
Fuftinian more refervedly than his Anteceffors, ex-
pounds the meaning of the grant of matters only
appertaining to the Church, not otherwife, and
tor his Labour receiveth a wipe at the hands of
Bellarmine. Heraclins  exempteth Bifhops and
Priefts abfolutely from all Courts, excepting only
that of Delegates from the Emperor,  But Guie-
ciardine, no Lutheran or Zuinglian, as many term
Perfons of a diverfe Judgment in our days, bug
a Roman Catholick ; no German or Helvetian, but
an Italian ; no Simplelt, but a Man as deeply
Learned, as difcreetly Judicious, obferveth, That
tho' fome dark Cloud had overcaft a Portion of
the Beams Imperial in the higheft Sphere, yer
till this time of the Tranflation of the Seat to Con-
ftantinople, and a good {pace after, many Tokens
both of humble Reverence, and refpe@tive Regard
to the Civil State, were evident. For the Popes
without admittance either of the Emperors them.
felves, or of their Licutenants called Exarchs,
afcend not to the Throne. The Popes in all their
Grants and publick Difpatches, fet down the Date
by thefe words, Reguante demine ngffiro, fuch or
fuch an Emperor. Tho’ by variation of Times
(which breeds a Change in all Bodies, States or
Governments bencath the Moon) this good man-
ner began to be firft abated, and in time deter-
mined. After this unlucky Separation of the
Greek Head from the Latin Body, firflt, it fell

into a kind of Giddinefs; after, into Imbecil-

5

lity, the caufe of dangerous Convulfions in thofe
Eftates ; and like top Branches that are not duly
fed and nourifhed with the lively Sap of their
own native Root, they fell afterward to warp and
wither both in Beauty and Glory. The Princes
orew daily more and more into Contempt, etther
out of want of Defire, or Ability, orboth, to de-
fend caput Imperii from incurlions of Infidels, op-
preflions of Ufurpers, and attempts of Confpira-
tors, Then fell the Grands of ftaly to renounce all
Daty, Contributions, or Reliefs to the far diftant
Parallel 3 from which as from a Gulf they found
no relax. They drew back Obedience from
Lieutenant-Governors, who gafping (almoft at the
very Jaft point) for Breath, could hight upon no
true Cordial to comfort them; Pofts could not
ply fo faflt between Rome and Conflantinople, as
occafion of State did urge; and befide, which is
the moft defperate eftect of a declining Fortune,
Meffengers were employed oftentimes with Inter-
ceflion, but returned ever without Remedy 5 Dif-
putations were lame, Expeltations idle, Affec-
tions mutinous. And tho’ I find by the beft Wri-
ters, that during this time of ftaggering, fo long
as any {park of hope could live, erther of {ecure
Defence, or umely and fufficient Suppiies, the
Bifhops endeavoured their beft to preferve the
Life of Loyalty in the Breaft of Fear; yetat the
laft the Civil State declining, the Church fainting,
and all Hope languithing, when both Peers and
Bifhops wafted like Images of Wax 4 petit feu,
felt the Fury as well of the domeftical as the
foreign Sword, and waxed weary of the fruitlels
Comforts that were fent out of the Ealts; they
refolved jointly to call in their next Neighbours
the French for Prote€ion, who were able to defend
them with a ftronger Arm, a quicker Difparch,
and a better Purfe than this funk Eftate furrounded
with an Ocean of incurable Ixtremitics. That
there wanted in the Pope both then and ever fince,
Aftellion, Invention, or Expedition, to raile Rome
once again, tho’ in another Element, ex Albe rui-
nis, to draw their Generation of Greatnefs out
of the Corruption of Power, and to make their
beft advancage of their Errors that were wont to
give them a commanding check, they may believe
that find no grounds of Judgment, of Experience
and Truth to conceive otherwile.  For being put
into pofleflion, by this long delired and lately
planted Emperor, of a fatisfaction, both for Profit
and for Power, proportionable to the pains which
they had taken, Cum fudore wnlitis & tremore
cordis, about the new Eftablihment, they found
other means to multiply their Strength and Credic
every day, by taking fure hold of opportunity,
which being loft with idlenefs, returns no more
to Expetation. They began then to eftablifh
their Eftates in that height of Security, from the
Frowns of predominant Commands, which many
of their Predeceffors had eagerly apprehended,
Tanguam [pade mulievenr amplexens, &5 fufpirans,
(as the Prophet {peaksfignificantly in another point}
but yet failed of the final Scope and Reward of
their Induftry.

The ftrongelt Adamant that drew Reverence
and Love to the Church of Reme, in the firft {pring
of Religion, was the Conftancy of {fo many ¢odly
Bifhops, as with the fireams of their Blood wate:-
ed the Plants of their Profeffion, defiring rather
to die with Honour, than to deny with Infamy.
Befides, 1t is certain, that during the thort time of

their fitting in that Seat, their chiefeft End was to
bind
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bind Subjelts to Superiors with fo great Obedience,
and Sapertors to Subjects with fo great Confcience,
as thole Men were efteemed both moft godly and
moft happy, that were either infpir’d with their
Pity, or grounded upon their Principles, St
Peter’s Galley might very well hold on a conftant
and happy courfe for a-while after the main ftroke
of Ours did ceafe, that was fet out at the firft with
the Force and Induftry of fo many worthy Mariners,
as made for no other Port than Heaven: which
Oblfervation cannot be thought ftrange, by Men
chat underftand bow hard, or almoft impoflible it is
for one Prince that is humorous, fucceeding many
that were godly and judicious, to work upon the
fudden any dangerous Effeét, by Countermotion
or Oppofition to the Spheres of the former Govern-
ment.

For to the raifing of this height upon the Foun-
dation of Rcligion and Integrity, fome brought
Stone, fome Timber, fome Lime, fome Sand,
and fome gave their own Labour and Direétion
gratis 3 every onc affording fupplies and helps ac-
cording to the meafure of their Strength, or the
proportion of his Ability. But after that the
Bithops began to find the ftrength of their own
Eftates by removes of Emperors, and that inftead
of little eafe, they got Ylbow-room ; it was 2
means to make them ftretch therr Arms, and ex-
tend their Forces into Elements, which like Terre
Incognita, were before unknown to them.

Some of the moft artificially and refinedly am-
bitious, finding by the Romar Hiftories (as it is
probable) that Cegfar was never abfolute in Power,
Priufauam protefatem pontificiam cum Czfarea poten-
2ie conjunxiffet, hold it as found a courfe for them,
fecking the like in another Chimate, Cegfurean
cuin pontificia conjungere : making no doubt but as
in Abftraito they had been regarded with Reve-
rences fo in Concreto, they might be feared with
Obfervation.  The neceflity which inforced all
Italians after the departare of Charlemaine, to rely
upon the Pope’s Aid for common Defence: the
Bond of Confcience, which moved the greater
part of the World in thofe days to refort to Rawe,
either for fatisfattion to Souls, or for prefervation
of Unity : the confidence of Emperors and Kings
in compromitting Caules of Unkindnefs or Diffen-
fions to {fuch a Bithop, as profefling like a Father
equal Affection and Tendernefs, was not fufpeéted
of halting on either fide: the Strife and Emulation
of mighty Potentates to affure themicives of the
Tove and Friendfhip of that Party, whom the
oreater number regarded as a Judge, and few or
none for many Years {ufpetted as an oppolite : the
Fear and Peril into which fome Emperors were
drawn of hazarding their own Fortunes, by dif-
puting his Prerogative: the Contribution of all
States, Qualittes and Degrees of Chriftians (ac-
cording to the Cuftom and Manner of thofe Times)
to the Maintenance of St. Peter’s Succeflor : the
fecret Intereft which the Pope had in many King-
doms, by the Merit of his Predeceflors, that did
firft fend learned Paftors and Doctors to preach
unto them Redemption by Chrift Crucified : the
exerctie of St. Peter’s Keys, by binding and Joofing
Smns 1n a kind of Excellency, and Supereminency
above other Bithops in all parts of Chriftendom :
the Conceit which was holden of a Bifhop’s Con-
fcience, whom the Canons will not fuffer to be
Solicitus de iis que funt mundi, in comparifon of
any Secular Authority, whofe only Object is the
feal of Longitude and Latitude : the danger of

offending one, whom the greateft part endeavoured
with ftudious Affetions to pleafe : the fubtle Union
of St. Peter’s Keys with St. Paul’s Sword to this
end, that while the one did open Locks, the others
(like that of Nebemias) might cut off Impediments:
the great Revenue and Demain, which was annex-
ed to St. Petes’s Chair, firlt by the Charter of
Charlemaine, and then by the great Countefs
Mande’s Legacy « the Pope’s art in contriving the
manner of the Choice of Emperors by the Co-
ruefters of Germany, rather than by Occafion of
making their Returns to Roie, their Teeth might
be fet on edge with a frefh Appetite, to tafte of the
forbidden Fruit which grows in Herti medio, and
thereby compafling the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil, covered with the Leaves of Limi-
tation for fo many Years, to make their Eftates
once again Abfolute : the Pope’s Caution in refers
ving to Himfelf as it were in depofite, a fpecial
Intereft (only for pretence) of Crowning and Con-
firming Emperors at Kome, even atter they had

cen Elefted and Crowned in Gerinany, tho when
they fought it, they feldom compaffed it : the
Pope’s Eye to the rewining of thofe Rights and
Royaltics in the Princes Eleftors hands, which
were mortgaged by precedent Emperors, left the
bruifed Feathers of the Eagle, imped once with
thefc hard Quills, might again bz able to carry her
up to the Spire of the Capitol: the long lfting,
and ftrongly working Faction in Italy of the Guelphes
and Gibellines, Imperial and Pontifical ; the faft
League between the Pope and the French Kings,
ever labouring to maintain the ftrength of the
holy Arms, againft all violent and fturdy Storms,
as a Plant of his own Policy : the Rule which
hath been ever providently obferved and kepr by
the Popes, in efchewing Quarrel or Contention
with any powerful Prince in Europe, before he
make himfelf fure of a Party oppofite in the fame
degree, and likely fo far as the Wit or Aim of
any mortal Creature is able to extend to make the
match too hard for him: the fure hold which
the Pope hath of the Hearts and Services of all
the Clergies, in as many Kingdoms as are Romanly
Catholique, by exercifing the Intereft cither of In-
vefting or Confirming Metropolitans, that have
the higheft Charge in the Church, and draw the
Confciences and Devotions of Lay Souls after them,
by dire@ Dependency: the Pope’s Cuftom of
forting Cirdinals and Officers for the Church out
of fuch powerful and worthy Families, a3 may
make both them and all their Allies and Friends
to be n their Devotion and Gratitude more faft to
them : the refervation of certain Cafes, wherein
the Pope only will give himfelf Commiflion of
Ovyer and Terminer, thereby prefling the greateft
Bell-weathers of the Flock, without an exprefs Re-
laxation, ab ipfo ore apaftolico, to appear perfonally -
the device of fending Princes to the Holy-Land,
fo foon as ever they began either to pick Quarrels
with the Church of Rome, or might be made by
their Abfence of betrer ufe to it : the Local Inter-
dictions of Priefts by Warrant from the Pope, to
celebrate for the fatisfattion of Souls, which (fo far
as I have read) was firft {fet on broach among our
Euglifh Bithops by Alexander the third, about the
Year 1170, but not very luckily to thofe that by
obferving them with a ftricter kind of Obedience
and Awe, than the Laws of the Realm would ad-
mit, were in great peri of their own Poffeflions,
with lofs of Liberties.

Jalk
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Laft of all, the Garifons and Forts which have
been erefted and maintained in Defence of St.
Peter’s Patrimony, were high Steps to carry and
convey the Pope to that height of crufhing Princes
in their own Eleiment, which many quarrel, fome
tolerate ; but in very truth (if the Cale once come
to bz their own) none favour, So long (faith a
grave and learned Writer, and a Roman Catholick)
as the Popes attended thofe Charges only that con-
erned the Souly their chicfeft Care, Defire, and
Study was to be prote€ted under the Wings of the
Secular Eftatz: but the State of the Emperors de-
clining fafter than they rofe, the Popes began to
neolect both their Arms and Amity 5 then fell
they to delend by Writing and Difcourfe, that it
belonged rather to the Church to give Laws to
the Empire, than to receive from the Emperor ;
prefling forward il withour looking back,
tor fear perhaps of being transformed with the
Wife of Lot, in ffatwam falis, and abhorring no-
thing more than the very found of a Remitter to
the creeping State of their firft fimplicity, the
wrefted Cenfures of the Church, either to the
Paflicns of Huomour, or proportion of Stae :
they ftudicd more indufirioutly the ways of making
Wars and heaping Treafure, than of ftecring Pe-
te+’s Ship, or inftructing Souls; they fought more
(lily chan fincerely to make their Confiltory {trong
by the fupport of Tyrants and Ufurpers, whicn
having calt off Cefar’s Yoke with Contempt of
difarmed Oftentation, found no means {o proper
as the Countenance of the Church of Roine, for
their Eftabifhment both in Dignity of Security.
For proof whereof, I wifh it may be tried by In-
quifition, whether Robert Geifeard having flched
Pugliz from the facred Empire, that is a fair Fea-
ther from a fecble Bird, fought not after that to
hold it of the Pope in Feey and whether Reoger
King of Sicily in the Year 1130, poflefied not him-
{elf of that Kingdom by fuch a uick of Leger-
demain, {for all was Iifh that came to Peter’s
Net about that time) and many his Succeffors 1n
that Corruption both of Confcience and Conver-
fatton, became now rather Pifcatores rinpeitorin
guam beminw y tho’ the Cenfure of St. Paul ex-
tended only ad interituin carnis, but not pofleritalis
vel diadematis,

After this fome of them mounted to that Point
of Challenge, as they werc not afhamed to take
upon them the Prerogative of depofing Lmperors.
For Boniface the Sthafter he had prefented himfelf
(as the German Catholiques report) to the Eye of
the World in his Habit merely Secular, that 1s
with a Crown on his Head, a Sword girt by his
fide, and with Profeffion that he was as well a
Cefar as a Pope, at the next Leap gave a greater
{train, claiming Precedency of Philip the Freuch
King, Tam in [piritualibns quam in temporalibus,
tho’ fome of the moft Jearned among the School-
men oppole abfolutely to this Paradox; and might
as fitly wonder at this armed Pope, as the Prior
of Durefme did ot his Earled Bithop, O quaim inani-
fefte jomn exorbitat nofier Epifeopus transformatus o
veftigiis fantti Cutbberti ! Urban withdrew not only
the Perfons, bui Jene the Goods of the Clergy
from the T'rials of Civil Courts. In cafe of Trea-
fon the Popes would ofientimes have exempted
Bifhops from the Bar, tho’ Princes Ablolute would
never yield to this Demand as a right by Acknow-
ledgment : howfoever at the Pope’s Requeft fome
of them have been pleafed to remit Wrongs out
of Indulgency. Let Platina give Lvidence con-

cerning ftrange Devifes vented, and Plots under-
taken, to bring all the Princes of the World to
hold their Crowns ad placitui, and in effeét at
the will of Peter’s Succeflor: Some being called
in queftion for perfonal Tranfgreflions, fome for
idle Words, fome for taking part with Princes
whom Popes hated, {ome for refuling to partici-
pate in Actions which the Pope favoured ; fome
that the Pope might prefer his own Friends to their
Scats, fome for ftanding {tiffly againft Humours
out of Sufpicion, fome to make the Pope himfelf
more flrong, fome to make his Enemies more
wealk,  And fure I am by Confeflion of thofe that
i Religion were ever confonant to the Roman
Canons, that afeer once the Rule of Gregory was
riveted 1nto the Conicience of Chriftians (which
in thofe days were more fearful to oftend, than
ftudious to learn) Seitentiam judicis quamuvis injuf-
tain timendem effe, that the Sentenceof a Judee is
to be feared, tho’ unjuft: howfoever all the Laws
of Europe 1n this Cafe by the grounds of Nature
grant Appeals, what Quarrel foever 1t pleafed the
Pope out of Difpleafure, juft or unjuft, to pretend,
himfelf being ever (for the moft part) both Judge
and Party, that muft be fatished to the full, tho’
it coft an Emperor his Crown.

And becaufe Hemo [piritualis judicatnr & neimine,
fome of the Canonifts proceeded {o far in flattery
after thefe Encouragements, as to exempt the
Pope’s cenfure from examination, tho’ they carry
with them heaps of Souls to Hell : which tho’ the
wifer and the better fort rcject, as a Doltrine ficter
for the School of Adahsmet than a Scholar of the
Church; yet it will be ever reckoned and reputed
probably as well error predicationis, as converfa-
tionis, fo long as it fhall pafs the print without
reproof ;5 and to ufe the phrafe of St, Hierom upon
like occafions, priufouain Aferifco juguletur,  En-
manuel the Greet Emperor craving carnefltly of
Alexander [T1. that both Empires of the Eaft and
Welt might be re-united for a greater ftrength and
a more affured fupport again{t the Enemies of the
Faith, his anfwer was, Se nolle id unire quod wa-
jores fui de induftria disjunxiffent y that he would
not unite that which his Predeceffors had of fet
purpofe fever’d; tho’ in very truth it may be
proved a worfe part in thofe that laid their Heads,
and fet their Hands together, being as they were,
but Men ad iillud feparanduin quod Deus conjunxit,
to make a feparation in that which God had con-
joined and faftencd. Tho® Alexander the Pope had
modeftly forborn to anfwer the Requeft of -
mantel 1n {o plain language as might move the
World to fay to him as the Maid did to St. Pe:er
in the Palace of the Bigh-Prielt, Veré tu ex illis es,
na &5 loquele ina te manifoffum facit : yer by the
courfe which this Pope’s Predeceflors took in
planting Sedem Imperii, the Seat of the Empire
rather among the Germans, where by larger di-
ftance he might lefs offend, than in Remana Me-
tiopoli, than in Roeme 1tfelf, where he might eclipfe
the Glory of the Pope, we might cafily have
apprehended both what was the Objeét, and where
would be the end of that Policy, Hereunto I add
an Indenture made by another of that rank, with
Charles Duke of Aunjor betore his eftablithment in
the Kingdom of Sicify, That neither he during his
own time, nor any of his Heirs and Succellors
after him, fhould accept of any offer which the
German Princes might be drawn to make o
him of.the Empire; much lefs that he or they

{hould hunt after it : his fear was (after an expe-
riment)
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riment) by the long buftling between the Pope
and Frederick, (who was by right both Emperor
and King of Sicily) that the Vicinity and Neigh-
hourhood of fo great a State as that Kingdom to
Romz, in cafe it fell into the hand of an evil
Neighbour, (with the leaft colour or advantage of
a Title) mighe ftir up eafily in the difpofition of
a Prince that were courageous, an earneft defire of
2 difcontinued Eftate: becaufe howfoever Que-
ftions be over-ruled among private Perfons upon
the ground of Prefcription in point of Law, yet
where the Sword muit Aourith for the Mafter’s
Prize, Prefcriptio nulla, quantumyis diuturii tem-
porisy oceurrit Cefari, 1 need not at this prefent to
name that provident and difcreet Cardinal, who
in one of the late Conclaves, put in a timely Cau-
tion to the reft of his Fellows at the choice of a
Pope, to beware of too fervile a regard of the
Parcialities and Palfions of potent Princes, that
Sede wvacante recommended their “chiefelt Favou-
rites to St.- Peter’s Chair, to no other end than
that they mightagain, by Quinteflence of Craft, re-
duce the modern Majetty of the Church of Reme
to that bare Fus patronatus, wherein it ftood during
the Reigns of domineering Emperors; and while
they werc able to free themfelves of that fervile
Yoke, which by the lofs of many Lives, by the
walte of great Treafure, and the higheft Improve-
ment of their Predeceffors Art, (that fet their own
Lives light in refpect of the Churches liberty) was
caft off. Thefc are the fteps by which {o faras I
can gather, either by obferving the Current of
Time, the Reports of Hiftortes, or the deep Im-
preflions of Experience, the Popes have afcended
fometime warily, fometime confidently, but al-
moft ever (after the tranflation of the Empire into
the Eaft) powerfully to this height of Prerogative,
which have made them fufficiently ftrong, as it js
faid of David in the Scriptare, Cwmn lesnibus tan-
quam cum agnis ludere, and to tread upon the A
and the Bafilifk.  What Sote, Syluvefter, Sismancha,
Navarre, or Bellarmine, etther think or publifh in
their chymical Diftinttions of direlfe and indirefie,
proprié and tmproprie, fimplictter and fecundim quid,
abfoluté and tantummodoe 1 ordine ad [piritualia, it
much matters not; becaufe in this point they do
merely tranfgrefs mandata Dei propter traditionens
fuam, leaping like Sheep that are frighted with
their own fhadow, over Hedges one in the neck
of another, without fore-thinking of the Ditch on
the other fide, vouching no one Tittle rightly to
this purpofe out of the Word of God, regarding
nothing that is ancient, nor adding any reafon of
Importance that is new; filling the Schools with
Clamours, the Church with Errors, and all chri-
ftian Eftates with Tragedies. Yet in difproof of
their Diftinctions, which are only circles and fharp
angles of {cholaftical Conceits ; beflide the grounds
of fober Judgment formerly fet down, I will pro-
duce a learned Jury of thofe Bifnops whom thefe
School-men repute firmly and completely Catho-
lick, {(whom they emblafon by defcent of Pede-
arce the only true and lawful Heirs of Chriff, and
whom they reverence as his Apoftles Succeffors)
that did abfolutely refufe in the moft fervile times
to fubfcribe the Pope’s privative and peremptory
Cenfures againft their own Sovereigns. They did
obferve their Oaths of Loyalty out of the Bond
of Confcience, without regard of canonical Ab-
folution ; and never fhrunk upon Threats or Ter-

were not ignorant that the High-Prieft in the
Law was circundatus infirmitate, and bound by the
Law to offer Sacrifice as well for his own privare
Sins as for the Sins of the Multitude. They had
read that St. Peter the firft Founder of the Church
of Rome was called Sathan, for giving counfel
(that was not found) to our Saviour, after the be-
ftowing of thofe Titles of Prerogative which many
urge. They find him pinched not behind his
back, but reproved to his face by St. Panl, for
that he did not hold a ftrait courfe for the Propa-
gation of the Faith, They learned of an Apoftle,
fo far only to follow others, as they were found,
to follow Chrift, They heard that many Popes
had revoked their firft Cenfures upon better in-
formation: that Alexander I11. gave free liberty
to the Archbifhop of Ravenna of abftinence from
fatisfattion to his own Diretions, fo as withal he
gave the reafon which moved him to abftain ; and
that Adrian imfelf enforceth not Obedience ma-
nente dubio, {o long as the Point was in queftion,
or traverfed. They were greatly moved with the
Precedents of thofe religious and faichful Auditors
at Theffalonica, that examined the paflages of holy
Writ alledged by St. Paul, for the better trial of
the Doltrine an ita fe baberent, whether they were
vouched in a right and proper Senfe or no, Laft
of all, becaufe they found the Privilege of not -
Erring in the Pope to be limited by the School-
men themfelves to matter of Faith, not of Policy,
and to be rather Cathedral than Perfonal; 1t was
a courfe familiar and ufual among many grave
Bithops of that Age, to examine papal Cenfures
as well by the Standard of God’s Word, as by the
Weights of the Confiftory ; and fo far only to give
way to infurgent Jurifdiftion, as it might not at
the iffue of their Lives unhappily fall out to them 7

Jimgultum cordis, that they had run counter. If they

have either Caufe or Colour to challenge any one
or more of this Jury that is impanelled, ex bosii-
nibus legalibus, for Trial of this Point in queftior,
as prejudicial either to the Caufe, or to the Church,
I will undertake to fet him reffum vpright, i ipfa
Curia Romana, by the Warrant of their own Re-
cords, tho' that be greater pain than I need again{t
any of the Schoolmen, that mould daily new
Diftinctions out of the Quinteflence of their own
conceited and felf-pléafing Wits, without the riglt
Stamp of Antiquity.

I have touched by difcourfe precedent, how far
Pbilip the French King, furnamed for his Perfonage
Le Bean, was fecur’d by the whole Clergy of his
Realm, fo far as concerned the Bond of their Alle-
glance and Loyalty, won obftante the rafth Proceed-
ing and peremptory Cenfures of Pope Bowiface,
To this I add the Anfwer which was made by
Hincmar, Archbifhop of Rbeines, to Pope Adrian,
(forbidding him under pain of Cenfure to yield ei-
ther Reverence or Service to the King, as to his
fawful Sovereign) that Per{ons of all Qualities, as
well Ecclefiaftical as Secular within the Realm of
France (affembled upon the Publication of the
Pope’s Cenfure) had fet down this Conclufion with
a kind of Aftonithment, aunguam ulli predecefforum

Suorum, that no fuch InjunCtion was ever fent to

any of their Predeceffors bcfore that time. A
ftrong Evidence in my Conceir, as well of Novel-
ty as of Injury.

By another grave Report touching the King-
dom of Sicily, 1 find in an Epiftle of the Arch-

bithop’s of Panosmum, how ftrange the Bifhops of
that State held an Qath of Obedience to the See of
5 Raine,

rors that thundred at Rome, from the pofitive
Laws and Duties of their own Countries. They
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Rowze; tendet®d by the Pope’s Nuncio' to one qf
them at the recciving of the Pall, and ‘wnh'tlus
ftrong Exception, Non invenivi at busufinodi fiia-
mento fatuta in Concilits, that in the Councils no
Canon could be found, whereby to prefs the
taking of fuch an Oath by an Archbithop. Ye
can I not deny, rhat Sicily did more depend upon
the Dire®ions of the Popz, by the Condition of
fhme former Contraét between that Kingdom and
the Church of Roire, than many other Provinces.
When Gregory IV, had a purpofe in his head
peremptorily to proceed againlt Lewis le Delgnatie,
the Fresco Bifhops in flat Terms anlwerd, Se #olle,
{Fc. that they would not fubmit their Judgments
to that Offer 3 but the Ground thercof being both
weak and unjuit, he thould well know, that & -
comnRiatius vorrel cxcomuiicatus d-cederet : 1F
he came with a Purpole to excommunicare, Le
thould depart excommunicaied.  Add unto this
out of a French Record, an Inftance of one Fobn
Tanguerell, condemned by the Divines of Paris,
for labouring to d.fend that the Pove in fome
Cafes might depofe the King, 5o ftrange was
the Dorine of depefing Princes, and tranfpofing
Crowns, cfteenyd ¢ver in thofe very Times which
are thought to carry the ftrongeft Tintture of Af-
feltion, which many call Survitude. Buot if He-
rely and Infidelity were the proper Cauies, as they
are made the ordinary Motives of thefe brave at-
rempting and undertaking Cenlures agaimnit crown’d
Potentates, there might be fome better Colour of
Fxeufe, tho’ no better Ground of Tuftification (be-
catife neither we have any fuch Cuftom, nor the
Church ot Gad:) Bur we know that Prerogative
is the Afasne Charte wiich they tludy that purfue
* this Pont 3 and let the Prince {agan{t whom the
Pope intends or pretends a Quarrel) be as Catho-
Jick 1n all Points of Profeffion as the Pope him-
felf, yer he cannot fave his Stake in fecking to
fave his Soul 5 for the Challenge being once on
toot, until the Suppofition be acknewledged,. the
Centure quahified, or the Pope fatisty’d, there {hall
be no other ground nor ohjeét of the Procefs than
Hoerefy. This moved many Bithops {notwithitand-
ing thetr Obedience to the High-Prieft) yet to ex-
amine the Condition, and whether the Direction
were ab initio fecindum logern Doty as Mefes limiced.
Tne butl learned among the Scheolmen make not
Obedience either an Abftract in the Clouds, or
an Srdividaum vagnm, or (as fome do the Prerogn-
tve of Princes) a nemo feit, but they conceive it as
a Duty ranged: by Prefcription ad lezes Evangelicas,
Upon this groumd of Realon, Equity and Con-
Lience, Gerbartus Archbifiicp of Rhbemes was drawn
10 an ablolute Renunciation of any Grant that can
be made to any mortal Man in particular, of fo
farge Capacity, wr quicquid libet Feeat 3 left that
Perfon being foreftalled, cotrupted, or feduced by
Fear, Gain, or Ignorance, might put all Courfes
out of frame : with this further Advice, that in Li-
mitation of Power, the holy Gofpels, the Pro-
vhets and Apofties, and the Canons of the Church
indited by God’s Spirit, and obferved in all A-
ges by thofe Paftors whom the Holy Ghoft ap-
pointed to direct and govern the Church of Ged,
might be Lex communis Ecclefie Catholice, This
Rule gives a round fuperfedeas to Mr, Garnet, and
his Schoolmaiters: and further we find Ino, the
learned Bifnop of Chartres, 1o far a Friend (how
hardly foever the Fremch King dealt with him in
relpect of his Abfence from that Convention, where-
i the Pope’s Proceedings againft the King were
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{harply cenfured by all the States) as to deny the
Subjection or Subordination of a King to any Su-
perior in his temporal Eftate.  And tho’ the King
fhould refufe out of Contumacy to give ear to the
Counfe! of the godly Bithops, (which was the
Cafe as he conceived at that time, being infinitelv
addifted to the Yope) Divino tanien judicio yelin-
quendum effe, yet he muft be left only to the divine
Chattifement. And as Braffon farh, Sufficit e ad
panain quod Dewn expeltat wliorem.  How coni-
dently and how often the Synods, Parlaments,,
and Schools of France have run upon the Pikes of
papal Cenfures, in defence of the King’s Eftare
paramonnte, fometime by their Dzorees provincial,
oraetime by their Sanétions pragmatical, and {ome-
time by Prohibitions, which cut the Sinews of all
fuperlative Commands- with fo fharp an Edge,. as
atter that they were never able either to march
or move, 1 need not amplify, but only point with
ay Finger to the Coronation of the King now reg-
nant at his frft Entrance, by Bithops, Romai Ca-
tholicks, (without either awe of Superior, or fear
of Cenfure, or conccit of Irregularity) while he
ftood within the danger of the Curfe ; and conclude
this Poinr with one Example very preonant, as §
imagine, of St. Lewis, inferted by the Pope him-
felf mto the Lift of holy Confeflors and Saints in
the Homan Calendar, notwithftanding his fevers
Decree, that no kind of Levies or Taxations fhould
be made in France by the Pope’s Infiruments, wiih-
out the knowledge ot his Privy-Council or him{el{’;
nor then alfo, bue in Cafes of evident Neceffiy.

But now left Mr. Garner or s Complices should
except againit the State of France, as over-tickle in
the Seat of Satsfaction, when the Scope of the
Church is Gains tho” we muft add fome aregtes
weight of Credit to thefe Courfes, in refpect th
Bifhops were both Orthodoxal and Canonical ther
affented to their Publication with the other Peers
I will prove turther, that in Tendernels of Care ta
preferve the Prerogative of Monarchy within the
Bounds and Limuts of 1fell, the Kings of Lyl
have neither been inferior, nor leaft fenfitive. Mavy
it therelore pluuf%: Mr, Garret, and {u ity other
of that Suit as hold the Subjr& bound o fllow
whatfoever is decreed at Kewe upon fupnolition of
Herefy, or fuggefted Shews of Infideliy agains:
their Sovereign, to take notice of the Titles, Names.
and Judgments of thefe Perfons which I thall pre.
fent to their Confideration ; not from the Prefly-
teries, which may diftafte their Relifh, but out of
the Lift of Euglifh Authors, Jimned among Ca-
tholicks with- golden Characters.

I will begin with the firlt of our Kings pof
Conqueftin, and proceeded to others as they fal] Into:
the Circle of exception in their Courfes, and pro-
ceeding orderly, Quid Pape cums Imperii wel regiss
libertate 2 What hath the Pope to do with the Li-
berty of an Empire or Kingdom {faith #iliicn the
Conqueror) to whom it rather belongeth to take
care of Souls, and of the Church’s Security? Af-
terwards, in that quick Contention that fell out
between /Filfiam 11, and Aufelme the Archbithop -
bout the Pope, {tho’ I will never avow this King
to have been an holy Confeffor, nor all his Expof-
tulations to have been regular Demands) yer they
muft give me leave to note with what Afie&ion
and Refolution, notwithftanding the Pope’s inter-
coming to make mielf a Party in the Quarrel,
the Bithops did adhere to their own Sovereign.
Notum babeat fanititas veftra, Your Holinels, faith
Henry 1. muit underftand, that by God's help the

A. Digni-~
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Dignitics and Liberties of this Kingdom fhall re-
ceive no wipe of Abatement during my Reign :
for tho’ I had an Humour of embafing my felf fo
much, as to (hrink upon {o fure a Ground 5 zamen
opiimales el imo totius duglie populi id nullo modo
paterentur; yet my Peers, nay, all the Commons
of my Realm would .never fuffer it. And after
this, the Bifhop of Exeter {ent to Rome, received a
very gracious and mild Anfwer of the Pope, touch-
ing the Kingdom’s Liibertics.  Henry 1. would ad-
mit no Legate from thence, nor Repair of any
his Subjects to that See, before they gave Security,
quod malum fuum vel regno fus non quererent,

The Suffragan of Canterdnry in very modeft and
humble manner advifed Thomas, his Archbifhop,
rather to appeafe the King’s Wrath by a fubmiffive
Letter, which had ever been the courfe of Pro-
ceedings among the Paftors primitive, than by
heaping Coals to nflame his Paffions, in fo violent
and defperate a kind, as mighe perhaps caufe a
Revolt from the Reman Hierarchy.

Nubrigenfis, another Countryman of ours, com-
parcth the Archbifhop’s Oppolition at that time to
tie King, to St. Peter’s Zeal, in the Quettion be-
tween him and St. Panl,  For tho’ no Man denies,
futh he, that the Archbithop in this Particular was
zelo fervidusy yet an plene &8 fecundum juflitiam,
Deus novit, whether {uffictently, and according o
the Right, God knoweth 3 fince it is written in the
Proverds, ‘I'hat prudens in tenipore tacebit, quia
tempus malum 5 A wife Man will hold his peace in
time, becaufe the Time is evily as he thought that
to he. The Speech is modeft, and yet declarech,
that even in thofe Times Men that were void of
Paifion, tho’ of one and the fame Profeffion, com-
ing to fcan the Point of Confcience, judged indif-
forently, without either {mart to the Subjed, or
wrong to the Sovercign : which makes me the
more t©0 praife the Wifdom of that Canon of the
Church, which (with great reafon) diffuades over-
rough fearching of Sores deeply fefter'd, or over-
quickly proceeding in atime when Cenfures are
fer hghe; for Experience hath taught, thac this
were but to caft Pearls before Swine, and to give
that which is fanéinmn, canibus.

The whole Reign of King 7obz, being in effe&
nothing but a Tragedy acted in the Eye, and to
the Scorn of England over all the World, between
the Pope and him, our Bithops fkirmifhing {fome-
ttmes (out of Confcienee) on the King’s fide againft
the Pope in this Fraction of the politick Eftate,
and fometimes (out of Faction) on the Pope’s fide
againit the King 5 ver the greateft part of them at
Windfor, as one of our Authors writes, Non abffante
Jeatentid qui Rex erat innodatus, did communicate
and religioufly receive with him,

Henry 111, fufpe@ing fome hard meafure (as it
feems upon the fmart and horror of Examples paft)
expected a formal Oath of his Bithops that repaired
to the Council of Lions before their fetting forth,
that they fhould affent to nothing there debated,
or to be decreed to his or his Crown’s prejudice.
At the fame Council the King complained (not by
the Virtue of his Letters, but by the Voice of his
Bithops) of a wrongful Claim pretended by the
Pope of an Impofition, under the mafk and colour
of Epifcopal Affent; which in the behalf of all
the reft, was roundly contradicted by the Metropo-
hitan,  Upon notice taken of this Complaint, the
Pope alluding to the Spleen of Frederick the Em-
peror againft his-Predeceflor, faid that the King of
E::‘grfmfd began to Frederize: buc it fkills not

oL, I

much, faid he ; for, babet Rex Anglie futin conci-
lium, & ego meum 3 as he might very well, and
yet be no Gainer, . |

Edward 1. fent Siv Fobu Lexington to all the Bi-
fhops as they were aflembled in the Houfe of Con-
vocation, with an exprefs Caveat, that they fhould
in no ways yicld to the Pope’s carneft Inftance for
fatisfaction in a Demand : To which Prohibition,
as my Author writes; & ipfi parwerunt; they
obeyed accordingly.

Edward I1, ftood refolutely vpon the Mainte-
nance of his Gift of the Treafurerfhip of 2z#4 a-
gainft the Pope’s Breves, {triving forcibly by the
Colour of a former Grant, to prefer a Nephew of
his own 3 and upon what Ground ¢ Becaufe (faith
the King) the Peers of this Kingdom™ are bound
by their Oath of Homage, to muamtain the Rights
and Liberties of this State, whereof Collation of
Dignities hath ever been reputed a fpecial Branch,
and therefore cannot falvd confcientid, admie or in-
dure the leaft Blemifh of an mveited Honour, For
if 1t were not Jawful for the Bifhops of thofe Ages,
as appeareth by Record, Feodun Laickin Reinane
Ecclefre abligare, 1o tie a Lay-fee upon the Church
of Reme s how much lefs is it reatonable, lawful or
convenientat thisday, toengage either the Prince’s
Right, or the Subjects Loyalty ?

To thefe I add a very earneft Letter written to
the Pope by the fame Prince, in fuch a Style, and
with Ink tempered with fo fharp Ingredients, as
ex unsnibus leonew @ for he doth there proteft, and
that with fome Fervency, Se jus regni fui contra
papam, &5 omues defenfuruns 3 that he would defend
the Right and Title of his Crown againft all Per.
fons whatfoever, without Diftinétion or Diverfity. -
I note by this Occafion the Temperance of the
Pope at that time, who neither replies with Paf-
fion, nor thunders in Heat. For tho it be true
that Eugland by Pofidon and Sight hath a great
Advantage of many other States and Kingdoms
of Eurspe, that are neither fo well fenced, nor fo
compleatly compaffed by Sea, propofing to ftand
refolutely in defence of itfelf, tho’ the Caufe were
good, and the Prince marutial ; yet 1t appeareth,
that the Pope for his part allo was more patient
than fome of his Succeffors (impeached by more
Difticulties and ftronger Impediments) have been
fince that time; or elfe confidering the Clamn
which he pretended to Collations and Inveltitures
in many other Eftates; where he found Princes
more afraid, he might at the lealt have made an
Offer (tho’ to fmall effect) of his virulent Excep-
tions, which being ufed without Difcretion, are
indeed but the Veflels of an undifcreet Paftor, to

-take the Words of Zachary.

Neither Law nor Narare do allow to any A-
gent, potefiatem operands, for the Maintenance of
it {cif, fine preparatione mediorum, without the
preparation of Means proportionable to thar Fa-
culty which it affords : and therefore in this Cafe
we muft infer, that either the Pope wanted Paffion
or Power, or Inftruments to further his Ends (ac-
cording wo the fcope of his Defire) powerfully.
The Abbot of Taveffock was fined at five hundred
Marks, for recciving a Bull from Rome, wherein
there were but aligue verba regi, 3 corone fue
prejudicialia,  The whole Court of Partiament,
wherein the Party of the Bifhops and Abbots a-
mong the Lay-Peers, for the number was not weilk,
gave their Promife to King Richard 11, with Pro-
teftation to defend his regal Rights and Immuni-
ties again{t all Oppofition, tho’ it were made by the

Pp Pope
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Pope himfelf, And herewithal I note the Realon
in the Record, fuitable to the Refolution (which
was fpoken of before) left the Crown of England,
which had beén ever free from the Reltraint of any
{uperiof Command, might on a fudden flip una-
wares into the Snare of Servitudes and therelore
the main Article in Parliament inforced {or the De-
privation of Richard I, was, That he had by ad-
initting Bulls from Reive, inthralled the Crown of
England, which was free from the Pope and all o-
ther foreign Power.

The Pope’s ignorance in the ftate of Euglifb
Affairs, was the Motive by which the Wildom of
the State was drawn during the Reiga of the fame
Prince and all that {ucceeded, to condenin, difable,
and reject all Bulls or Breves of Diretion from
Ratize, that ftood upon no Warrant of Cernficate
from fome Bifhop in the Land to guide his Aim 3
and thole Bithops (as we find by the Repeorts of
Hiftory and Record) were ever the worle efteem’d,
and the lefs regarded by their own Prince and
Country, that polted over to feek foreign Atd,
when they might have found greater Eafe, by re-
forting to their home-bred Oracles, and #en ad
cranfmarine judiciay which they ouwght to do by
the Council of Caithage.

They that defire to be more particularly in-
formed of the profperous Succels of fome Bilhops,
that were forward in execution of the Pope’s Or-
ders without Licence from the King, may find a
Seizure made upon all the Temporalities of thofe
Bithops of Ely and Nerwich, for the Publication
of a Bull againft Hugh Earl of Chefier: and fur-
ther oblerve alfo, that the Bifhop of Ely was con-
demned of Felony by a Jury at the King’s Bench,
notwith{tanding his bold Challenge to be wnfus
Domini & frater Pape, the Pope’s Brother ; but
a younger it feems, by bearing his Dignity with {o
arcat a Difference.  The Bifhop of Car/iffe in like
manner (notwithftanding the Privilege of Unéti-
on) was condemned of High-Treafon at the Bar,
(tho’ not m the Popc’s Caule) in the Time of
Henry IV, and that worthily,  For the’  Sefe-
zion {pared the Liafe ol Aviathar our of a fpecial
Favour,anda kind of Reverence to Religion, Quic
portevit arcam Demini, becanle he had once car-
ried the Ark of God ; ver by that he calls him
virum moriis, I may lawfully conclude, what in
Juitice he might have done concerning Life @ but
of his Deprivation the Text ifelf gives clear Evi-
dencee, |

I add to this Example the learned Judgment of
Baptifie Baiardus, a profound Civilian, That a
Bithop offending in cafe of T'reafon, cannot be ex-
empred by bis Function from Trial before 2 Judae
merely Secular: and for Preof hercof no Man can
witnels better than Philip de Comizes, what flight
anfwer was given by the Ireach King his Mafter,
to the Pope’s inceffant Suit by the Nuncio, for the
Releale of a Cardinal, whofe Place and Dignity was
more eminent. |
- In Spain 1tlelf, which feems in this Aee to be
moft precife and tender of that Point which is
termed the Church’s Liberty, (tho’ neither circums-
{cribed within any certain Limits of Admittance,
nor defined ull this day by any Dotor of either
Law) their own Writers avow, That the Bifhop
of Coimbra was conftrained by the State to re-
call a Sentence againft the King, which the Pope
himfelf hath both encouraged and juftified. Don
Pedro King of Arragen, in fcorn of the Pope’s
Charge, under pain of Cenfure not ro take upon

him any longer the Title of that Crown; which,
out of his own particular AffeCtion he had fertled
before upon another Prince’s Head, intitled him-
felf Timperatorem maris, & wvegnorum doinin
meaning rather to advance than difmiis his Seyle
by the Pope’s Ladder,

Many of their Kings, as I could expreis at bet-
ter Leifure, bave withftood peremptory Cenfures
of the Church of Rome, almoft ad deliguini an;-
a.¢ : {fometime upon Suppofition of Incontinency;
{fometime upon the ftay of the main ftroke of
that Oar in their Eftate s {fometime zbout Colla-
tions, Tranlpofitions; Inveftitures; withour any
inward Gall or Vexation of Confcicnce, for exaipe-
rating a Pope’s Humour in defence of their own
Prerogative.  Letr the Walls and Battlements of
the Caftle Saint Angelo 10 Rome, Dear record ot the
Piety, Patience and Humility of Cherles the Fifly,
Grandiather to the King of Sfain now regnant,
when the Pope in Pafiion overitiained both tie
Duty cf a Child, and the Patience of fo great' a
Potertate. 1 think My, Garaes will adontr, tha
thefe thouland Years there was not a more ob:-
dient Daughter to the Church of Rome than

ucen Mery, that could never relt in guiet, tilf
fhe had reduced the firaying Sheep of her Domi-
nions, as fhe concetved, to St Petcr’s Fold : and
yet without regard or awe of the Pope’s fharp
Cenfores againtt the King her Hufband, fhe never
oave over aiding bim with Money, and affiting
him with Force, till he was perfeltly reconciled
to the Church, and the Strife determined., For as
by the Law of God fhe found herfelf precifely
bound in cleaving to her Hufband, with whom
by Union fhe became #ng caro, to {orfake all the
World : fo in the fame Law fhe finds in point of
falt no firaighter Bond, nor ftronger Warrant of
Obedience to the Sentence of the Pricfl, than
fhe obferves the Prieft to ground buulelf upon the
Law of God; that is, guem ipfe fecrnduin Legenr
doczeris : which Reft 15 indeed that Lapis Lydius
to which we oughe all to refort for the Trial of uli
Coins that are current among Chrithians, whole
Image or Stamp focver they feem to bear, in cale
we hnd them oftentimes embafed by an Allay,
and apt to mine into the Foundations of Liquity
and Piety, For uli | fee 1t clear etther by Doc-
trine or Experience, that God created all Men
Stoicks, or rather as void of Senfe as Stocks, and
infticuted Popes not only difpenfatorzs mivfleriori,
Diftributors of his Myfterics, but tauquen angelas
Jucis, as Angels of Light, or morc than Argels
of Light, becaufe in thofe, as FoJ records, inve-
nit pravitetersy T mult borrow leave in difcerning
matters of this Quality, to make ufe of the ke
Reafon, and the great Refpet [ have: leaving
thole that are of another Mind, to borrow fuch
Difcretion by Obfervation, which in this World
all Perfons at ali umes nenther ever had, nor can
ever have.

By thefe Precedents and many more, which
time ferves not to dilate or to enlarge, I hold ic
very clear, that both Princes and ther Bifhiops
have obeyed thefe Papal Cenfures in matters touch-
ing their Prerogative and State, neither longer nor
oftner than Debility or Neceflity enforced them to
abate their Sals, 1na tlorm of Diftrefs: Tho’ De-

crees privative have been often {quared by Laws
pofitive ; and that albeit many Kings have made
a thew to be mild Spetators of their Neighbours

Harms, yet if the cafe came once to touch either

their own Affection or their Right, they were con-
| tent
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tent to read without the ordinaty Confonants of Perfons excommunicated, from their Qaths, and da'
the Roman Alphabet, If then the Weapons with  fordid them to obferve or keep their Feally towerd -
which our Anteceflfors fought againlt Ambition sbem, quoufque ipfi ad fatisfactionem veniant, #/

and Wrong, have been eaten into by the Cankers
of fuperftitious Fears, or overawed by retchlefs
Sloth 3 let us fcour them with the Powder of
Exzperience, (fince thefe hot Alarms begin to
found) before we be furprized 1n over-great Secu-
rity 3 and by reforting often to the rule of God’s
dire&tion, which is verus Fudex (5 fui &F obligui, we
thall the better underftand, according to the Qua-
lity of fuperior Commands, either to lay down our
Lives, or fubmit our Conformity, It was in my
conceit @ Pain well taken of late Years to reduce
the Feaft of our Saviour’s Nativity as near to the

right Term or Period, as Artand Induftry could

dcvife, by taking up the loofe Minutes which by
tract of Time and muluphcation of Degrees had
drawn out a wider Diltance by certain Days, than
was confonant to the firft Calendar: and there-
fore the like Labour in another kind  might
worthily rcduce the Challenge which Popes have
pretended in fome cafes above Kings, to the fame
proportion which it held under Gregory the Firft,
Leo, and all other Bifhops of that See before that
Date, by cutting off Encroachments, which by
fractions of Time have brought the Church into
Scandal, and the greateft part of Prinees inio Jea-
louly : For all this while Boldnefs underiakes,
Wit contrives, Afiiftance furthers, Confcience pre-
pares, Scrupulofity confents, Strength prevails,
and Muyefly fulfers.

Now muft I begin either by Mr, Garnes’s Leave
or againft his Leave, to rip up toe falfe Sricches of
the Canon, Nos fanétorum predecefforuin, confi-
dently vouched at his firft approach to the Coun-
cil-board, after juftified before the Lords in Com-
miflion, and at this inftant ftood upon (as our
own Ears can witnefs) in defence of that {uppo-
fed Inwreft of depofing or difpatching lawful
Kings, which is the binding Knot of the late Gor-
dian Confpiracy. For tho® wife Men that either
follow learned Confcience, or any certainty of
Direftion or Rule, will tax Mr. Garwet’s hafte in
prefuppofing Cenfures, which the Pope did never
yet pronounce, in dealing worfe with his own So-
vereign, than any other Prince in hus Condition,
running without an Lrrand, and rebelling without
a Colour ; yet T will take this Canon for the time
de bewe effe as it lies, ut concuffo fundamento ary ipfa
concidat.  This only Principle (it T err not) hath
more afflicted, difcredited, and difabled the Pope’s
Means and Inftruments, 1in working his own Ends,
than all the Batteries that have been bent againft
the Vatican for the fpace of five hundred Years.
For what Prince under Heaven can repute his State
fecure, {o long as every fmall diftafte to the Pope's
defire may ground a Challenge, the Challenge may
procure a Citation, the Citation may produce a
Sentence, the Sentence either negleCted or not
fatished, infers Contumacy, and Contumacy de-
prives the fuppofed Delinquent of that Honour
which Nature gives, Confcience avows, and Con-
fent fortifies ? o as in this Cafe either Gregory the
Seventh in refpect of his ill hap, or no other Per-
{on upon Earth, hath reafon to acknowledge that
Rule of the Holy Ghott, that in quo peccamus, in
eodemn plectimur. The words of the Canon ftrongly
bent againft the Crown Imperial of Heary IV, are
not many, but yet heavy, and in Euglifh thus:
Ve obferving the Stalutes of onr boly Predeceffors, do
abfolve thofe that are bound by Fidelity and Oath to

VoL, L

they come to yield Satisfattion.

Thus far the Text of the Canon exprefis ver-
bis: but fince this is that pillula anrea (or rather
deanrata) that Pill not of Gold but Guilt, which is
preferved in the Cabinet of the Church of Rome to
purge Princes of thewr Choler 7z sorbis acatis, in
hot Fevers ; that is, whenfoever they begin to
{quare with the 'ope about any point of Ecclefi-
aftical Prerogative: and f{ince Mr, Garnet for his
own part likes the Compofition fo well, as thac he
fhrinks not in defence thereof to hazard the Life
and State of his matchlefs Sovereign, and his Roy-
al Iffue, fuppoling them to be more fick (God
be thanked) than they find themfclves 3 it behova
eth me out of Affettion and Duty to my dear
Sovereign (tho’ otherwife unworthy fo much as to
oather berbas agreftes with that Child of the Pro-
phet, in die critico, upon this day critical) to exa-
mine the firlt zecipe as I find it formally fubfcribed
by the Pope’s own Hand, that by more heedful
looking into the quality of particular Ingredicnts,
I may the better underitand, by Underflanding

judge, and out of Judgment refolve how well it

agrees with the Precepts melioris @i, both in Pro-
portion and Property. .

The firlt Ingredient (of obferving Statutes) I
confefs to be of great effeft in working the Cure
of any Grievance to the Church or Common-
wealth : but yet I find it not of ufe among the
Canonilts, that exempt the Pope from the regular
Obfervation of any Law or Statute, that out of his
own Lleftion he likes not to follow. But to the
matter, I would learn whofe Statutes they are, or
by whom enacted, or in what Parliament, that
Gregory VII. intending to depofe an Emperor,
(eftablithed by the Providence of God, and taking
God’s own Office into his hand, by making him-
felf 1n this point Similem Altiffine) will obferve
thus tenderly,  Surely the Prophet David was ne-
ver in the number of thofe Predeccfiors that pro-
mulged any fuch Decree, condemning Perfons with
all kinds of Prefumption or Difcontent, that fhall
induce a Subject to lifr up his Hand contra Un&nm
Daomins,  Our Saviour was none ¢f them, com-
manding lis Difciples to give unto Cugfair what is
Ceefar’s, and rather to endure, than offer violence
to any Man, much lefs to Magiftrates.  St. Peter,
that ought to be the firft in redpeét of the Defcent
which the Popes derive, gave never any Voice to
any {uch Decree: for he enjoins Obedience even
to Tyrants, whofe Authority was abfolute, Saint
Paul was none: for he commandeth Prayers to be
made by the Faithful, proregibus, & ommidus qui in

Jublimitate conftitnti funt, for Kings, and all thofe

that are placed in Sublimity, as at chatinftant Nere
the Tyrant was; and to what end? that under
them the Chriftians might peaceably live,

Out of the rank of thefe Predecefiors, he muft
excluce Pope AXifins, who touching the Rule of
Confcience, refolved rather to cbey God than
Man : but touching the point of Obedience, made
no kind of refliftance nor oppofition to Tyranny,
And Origen’s Opinion was, That ommia criming que
vindicari vult Deus, non per Antiftites, & Principes
Leclefrarum, fed per mundi Fudices woluit vindica-
ri., He mult exclude Marcellinus, that offended
no Magiftrate any further, than to make the
Church of God know that Cajai’s Dicrees were
no lawful Warrants, as fome taught, for Idolatry.

Ppa He
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He muft exclude Cornelins, who being charged
with a Courfe of entertaining Intelligence by Let-
ter with St. Cyprian the Bifhop of Carthage (at
that time) protefted at his Death, that the con-
tents of thofe Letters had no other end or dniir,
than prefervation of Souls.  So far were they from
derogazion of Obedience to Authority, as St. Gre-
gory had never read this Statute : for un[f:fs_they
will avow that Servus may be fupra Domintin,
which Chrift denies, they muft confefs that Gre-
gory acknowledging himfelf a Servant to Mauri-
tius, he could neither overtop nm, nor reign over
him. '

Neither is it probable that Pope Anaffafias to an
Emperor of that Name would have written, That
the breaft of his Clemency was the thrine of pub-
lick Happinefs, and that his height carried the
place of that Lieutenancy, which God command-
ed to rule and govern upon Earth, 1f he had held
him a Tenant of his Crown to the See Apoftolick ;
and therefore with our venerable Countryman I muft
conclude, that the Mafter-rule of our Life, 1s Ec-
clefie primitive aflus finitari, to imitate the Exam-
ples of the Church Primitive,

But if (notwithftanding this Obedience)} they
will enforce a Man to reign, who with his own
Mouth doth profefs the contrary, which is to
ferve 5 let them call to mind that Obfervation of
the wifeft King that ever was, That one of the
chief Inftruments, Per que movetur terra, by which
the Earth is fhaken, is Servus cim regnaverit. 1
know not what Pope can pretend a better Title to
the Prerogative of making Laws and Statutes,
than all or fome of thefe which had their Courfe,
and held that Chair ; and yet we find not that all
this while the Cafe was put (much lefs ruled) by
fuch Laws or Statutes, as might either counte-
nance the Pope’s Challenge, or excufe his Intru-
fion., But why fhould we thus puzzle or affli&
our Spirits in turning over both the Teftaments,
1n ranfacking the Volumes of the Councils, or in
founding the Judgment of the learned Fathers a-
bout the Names of thofe holy Predeceffors which
are only recorded in their Library? In fingling
fome of the Principals from the body of the Herd,
and hearing them exprefs their own Conceits in
their own Words, it may perhaps be found that
their Reputations in this point have been further
charged, than they can be blemifhed : bare Words
are not to be recorded without demonftrations of
Right, or impreffions of Acknowledement. But
in the courfe of my own reading {which were fuf-
ficient to find out a black Swan if any were, tho’
not {o well able to refolve a Doubt as many are)
I may proteft that I could never light upon a Pre-
cedent of any Pope before Gregory VII. that took
notice of any Statute, much more enacted or ap-
proved any for the maintenance of this depofing
Challenge ; altho’ in cafe there had been fuch, I
would hardly have preferred the Praltice of any
Sinner that may fwerve, before the Precepts of a
Saviour that derives Dodtrine from Deity.

The Civil Laws decree, That Sz princeps canfam
inter partes andierit &5 fententiam dixerit, eff lex in
omnnibus frmilibus : If a Prince have heard a Caufe
among the Partics and pronounced Sentence, in
all like Cafes 1t fhall ftand for Law ; much more
in Cafes of Obedience and Sufferance, which Rex
Kegum, the King of all Kings hath both heard and
determined. For if the Schoolmen have refolved
truly and advifedly, that the Pope cannot remit
Sins without Sacramental Miniftration, nor alter

Forms effential, nor ad placituin releale Vows
becaufe this abfolute Prerogative only appertains
to the Key of him which opens and no Man fhuts ;
much lels can any Pope out of the ftrength of Paf-
fion (tho’ warped and involved within many folds
of fair Appearances) deprive Mugiftrates,

Whether the Chair of Gregory VIIL brake or
not (as one Writer notes) at the pronouncing of
the Sentence (becatife the Pope or the Senrence,
or both Pope and Sentence were too heavy for
Chair that had not been fo far prefled or fur-
charged for the fpace of a thouland Years) it is
not my purpofc at this prefent to difpute; bue [
am very fure, thatthe Policy, the Difcipline, and
Order of the Church received a great Crack, when
the force of the Spirit was perverted and abufed
to the fatisfaction of inordinate Delires, whicl
Mortification fhould rather fupprefs, than Ambi-
tion execute. For St, Bernaid writeth with greac
Judgment to Pope Eugenins, that Epifeapi {5 -
niftri Ecclefie cion jrafiant politica, when Bifhops
and Paftors of the Church intermeddle with Civit
Policy, (I mecan fo far as may put Princes to their
plunge} they invade the Limits, they difturb the
Funétions, and thrult their Sickle into the Harveft
of other Men., If none of the Predecefiors of
Gregory VIL (in which many were Religious, re-
garding more nternal Piety, than external Pomp)
were privy to the Reafon or Promulgation of fuch
a Law, but Gregery himielf firft undertook the
Excercile dugrum gladiorum, of two Swords upon a
weak Text in St. Leke, (which 1s not taken in that
Senfe by any of thofe Fathers whom Tlomas Agui-
snas voucheth i catena anrea :) 1s it not then more
than probable, that this Law was both enacted and
proclaimed in one day, without any former Prece-
dent or Record, eicher i albo Pr.ctoruin, or in ri-
brice Martyrnin ¢

Trithemins o grave and learned Writer, living
In the Year 1003, who was about the time where-
in the Pope was put into this Heat, affirms, That
this Queftion was then argued, but not determined :
and where ? not ruter Efifcopes, but inter Scholefti-
cos, among the Schoolmen, Whether 1t belenged
to the fpirirual Jurifdiction of the Pope, to depofe
an Lmperor from Sovereign Dignity.

The Church of Liege in like manner in the fame
Quarrel, and foon after the {fame time, avow by
Letter to Pope Pafchal, that none of thofe holy
Predeceflors of which Giegory VIIL ipeaks, ever
drew the Sword againtt any Emperor, before
himfelf, commanding that great Lady the Countefs
Mand (that 1 her Lite depended wholly upon
his Direction, and on her Death-bed left a rich
Legacy to the Church) and that zz remiffloncin poe-
catorum, to perfecute this Prince @ whereas Chrift
himfelf, whom Gregory fhould imitate upon the
fame Condition peccatoruin remiffionis, that is, as
we forgive the Trefpafies, enjoineth his Difci-
ples to forgive their Fnemies, and that not feven
umes only (which agrees well with the number
of feptiiuns Gregorius) but feventy times feven,
ufing the number of finite for infinite, which
agrees better with the Duty of Gregerins Epif-
copus.

Otho Frifingenfis, another Author of thole times,
concurring formally with the two precedent Wit-
nefles, athrms, that lcgende & relegendo, in read-
ing and reading over again the Lives and Aétions
of Emperors, he could not hit upon any cne in
that Rank, that before Jenry IV. was expelled or
depofed by the Papacy, Wherefore the Proot

ftanding
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ftanding very clear and pregnant, as I take it on
this fide, as well Quia probatur manifeftum, as Quia
non probatur contrarium 5 that this Act ot Gregory
found no Right antecedent whereupon to ground
a reafonable Confequent; 1 would gladly learn for
my own Inftrution of any Writer, modern or an-
cient, whether it were a juft part ina Judge to
condemn an Emperor, canfd inanditd, or a wife
DArt 1n an Emperor, to put his‘Crown 13 QRIS
Papales, into the Pope’s hands without {urer hold ;
or a religious part 1 a Pope, to vouch fuch Re-
cords as are not any where fet down, if they be
not in Tables of Ice, Idguz flantibus auiis, the
Winds blowing Southerly. But 1t may be I have
miftakea by Error, or overfhor with Hafte, or
omitted by Prejudice fome {fuch Predeceflor to
Gregory, as was Author of fome fuch Act, with-
out any kind of Isxception made in the behalf of
the Prince, cither of Invalidity of the S:ntence,
or of Peril in the Precedent, For this Pope
voucheth Zachery, a Predeceflor of his own, that
depofed  Childerick the King of France 5 tho’, as
Gelofius reports to Aunaflefins, this heavy Sen-
tence fell not on him, fo mugh for any Crime com-
mitted by himfcll, as becaufe he was reputed
Juntilis, unprofitable, or of no ufc to fo great a
Monarchy.

I would be loth that any Man fhould hold me
{fo prefumptuous or undifcreet, as to carry over
a Queltion of this Importance, with a peremptory
Strain, as if no Author had reported this Suppref-
{ion of Childerick to have been in very deed the
powerful At and Execution of Zachary. For 1
acknowledge that fome fuch there are (tho’ ear-
neftly tranfported with a defire to raife and 1m-
prove the Reputation of Roiie, by an effect of fo
forcible Authority.) My defire is therefore only
to be heard in a word or two, and fo far to
be credited, as the weight of Reafons may de-
monftrate, that only the Peers of France deprived
Childerick by uniform Confent, howfoever they
were providently caretul afterward, that their
Proceeding upon tickle Terms, might pals more
currently the Voice and Cenfuie of the World,
by Approbation of fo grave an Oracle. But here-
in firlt I note, That Giegory gives Evidence with
his own Mouth 7 canfa propria, 1n a Caufe that
concerns himfclf, which ffaieh did not, appealing
ad Legem 3 teftimonivin ; nor our Saviour, ex-
cluding any Man’s Report, Qui de feipfo perbibet
peftimoninm 3 nor St. Peter upon Advantage Ser-
monis prophetici.  "The Civilians allow not this Pre-
rogative to Cuefar, nor the Bithops of Africe wo
Zozimus, nor fobaunes de Parifiis to any Pope, nifi
feripture fulciatur antboritale, unlels he be fup-
ported by the Warrant of Holy Writ; nor the
Canons themfelves o any mortal Man that may
be fubject to Affections. But I will let this Ad-
vantage pafs, tho’ it may feem {trange, that where-
as the Figure of St. Perer’s Perfon was {ufficient
whillt he converfed upon Larth, to cure private
Men of their Infirmities, it happensafeer his Tranf-
lation into the Mount, that che fhadow of his
Function fhould prevail {fo far as to the {fuppreflion
of Monarchies,

Firft therefore, in difproof of Abfolution from
Oath, and Deprivation of regal Jurifdiction af-
cribed to this Pope, I take hold of the Glofs it
{elf, expounding this word depsfust, for deponent:-
bus confenfit : For hereby 1t appears, that chis ho-
neft Man betng far from their Ambition and Pre-
fumption, that hold it a great Honour for a Pope

5

to depofe 2 King, fought carefully and modeftly to
acquit that Chair of an imputed Crime, (or Error
at the leaft) applying the Text of his own Record
to the Teltimony of the beft Hiftories. For m a
Story found in the Library of the Abbey of Fri-
da among the Germans 1t is plain, and by the Re-
port of a Freach Writer very antient, that King
Pepin of France was {urrogated into the place of
Childerick by the whole Nation of the Fraicks
relatione tantummodo mifld ad fedemn Apoftolicam, re-
port being only made to the See Apoftolick.

It is hkewile evident by the fame Author, that
betore any Ambaffador was fent to Rome from
France, this filly Cypher of a King, #on re fed no-
mine tantuminodo regnabat, was a King in Title,
not in Truth, and did only fill the place of Roy-
alty upon the Stage of Scorn: and therefore when
the Reals were all converted into Nominals, let no
Man wonder at the Voice of Ratification, but ra-
ther note the Reproof of Imbecillity.  The whole
fway and ftroke of Affairs in the State refted ac
that eime in the hand of one Perfon only, that
was Maire du Palais, his fole Act was authenti-
cal, his Word was Law ; to him they reforted for
Refolution 5 to him they gave Thanks for Satis-
faCtion : and therefore it it be true that piivatio
prafupponit babitumat muft likewife be true thae
Childerick could not be deprived of a State where-
of he was not poflefled at that inftant, without
new Grounds of Philofophy. Another Author
vrrites, wififfe Baroies ad Zachariain Papam, that
the Barons of Fraice {ent to Pope Zachary as it
were to confult, whether ignavem pecus a Drone
that devours, or a Bee thact labours, were
more {ufficient to command fo great a State 3 and
that Zachary, not unlike in this to Alexander the
Great, beftowed his Voice of Approbation on him
that fhould be reputed digaifinns.  Gagwin makes
a Quettion to be moved o Pope Zachaiy from the
whole Eftate of France, by this kind of Compa-
rifon, Whether of thele wwo Perlons, daid elec-
tiane, free Choice being given, were more capa-
ble of Government, he that fpends his time at
Home nibil agens 1dlely, or he that bending his
whole endeavour to Aftairs induftric wirtuteque
publica negotia moderaretnr,  But the Pope’s anfwer
being (by the Report ot this Author) as was tefti-
fied before, hoc addufli veffonfo Proceres fivi Regen
delegeruit, the Peers induced by the fame, chofe
Pepin King, But as we know, that a Queftion in
point of Fact, fubmits no Claim of Right, fo the
Pope’s Anfwer out of Difcretion, implies no Bond
or Oblgation of Neceflity. With this Opinion
concurs another Writer of that State, proving by
an exprefs Deduction of the whole Caufe, that
the Choice of Pepin proceeded originally from the
free Confent of the French Peers; tho® for pre-
vention of all Doubts and Scruples, left Male-
contents might afcribe the Procefs rather to refpec-
tive Faction than to {ingle Faith, there was greac
ufe of the Pope’s Authority difpancitis in dubio Pro-
ceriit, relolving the Doubt which caufed the Peers
to ftagger.  This vould have been the end, what-
foever Clouds were cafty or the Pope had faid:
but abundans cautela wnon wecet, and the Perfons
that either are not at all, or very little interefted
by their own particular in the Poine in qu:ftion,
are prefumed by the Law to regard the Matters
with Eyes of greateft Equity. This manner of
proceeding i1s not ftrange s for Foab tearing at the
height of his Fortune the fhiot of Envy, prefled
David with a powerful Argument, to come in

Perfon,
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Perlon, and receive the Honour of giving up of
the Fort of Rabbath, that by his Induftry was
brought to the Taft pinch, left his own Glory in
the World might {well too much by the fortunate
Addition of fo profperous an Accident. We
count that Doftor happy, that reforts to the fick
Patient i1 declinatione morbi: and it hath ever been
accounted an effeét of Skill, to wind in the Con-
{cience of an upright Judge for the Countenance
of a Caufe humeoroufly undertaken by the firlt
Author, that works under the Reputation of un-
fulpeted Truth, Wherefore tho' this Major du
Palais, or Superintendant-General over all the
French Affairs, held in his belt Courfe to mafk
Religion with the Veil of Holinefs; tho’ Zachary
were not unwilling in the Ind to take hold of this
offer for the grounding of a Precedent of Challenge,
and Advantage in like Caufes at another times
tha’ the Peers were willing to leave Speciem to
Zachary, relerving Fim the Strength and Execu-
tion only to themielves, let this be neither Rule
nor Initrument of curbing Princes of better Un-
derftanding, or emboldening Popes of ftronger
Minds.  ¥or as well might the poor Fly fitting on
the Cart-wheel while it was in moving, wonder at
the great Cloud of Duft which fhe raifed in the
beaten way, as Gregory or Zachary draw Couniel
to Power, or make that A& their own, which was
hammered 1n the Iorge "of Ambiton, counte-
nanced with a Colour of Neceflity, and executed
by a Minifter, that being weary of Subordination,
refolved by this Trick, when the Meuns were
fitted and prepared to the Plot, to make himfelf
abfolute. The Cale of Kings were pititul, if ex
fadtis fingularibus out of pecial Faéts and Practices,
as the Chapter of Liege writeth gravely to Pope
Pafchal, 1t were lawful to draw leaden Rules in
their difgrace.  For fome Men undertake too
much out of Prefumption ; fome yield too much
out of Cowardice ; the greater part ftrain farther
than they ought of Right; and thofe weak Rules
lighting by mifhap into the Hand of Power, not
tempered with Conlcience, are fometime forced
by AffeCtion, fometime bent with Corruption,
and for the greateft part applied with Subtilty.
It feemeth not (by the report of Paulus Emilins)
that this manner of proceeding againft Princes by
the chief Paltors of the Church (tho® without Pal-
fion, and at the Requeft of publick States) was
ulual or ordinary in thofe Days; much lefs hu-
morous, violent, or voluntary Decrees. For Za-
chary himfelf was at the firft fo moderate and
mannerly, ut uon auderet tam imagni womenti ¢ogi-
tationem [ufcipere, fo much as apprehend a Con-
cett or ‘Thought of fo great a Bufinefs.  And
thercfore tho' we fhould difpenfe with Gregory
VIL in vouching this Predeceffor in the point;
vet the Predeceflor himielf by Duintinefs, doth
i a fort difclaim the Charter which he fhould
pretend, without either enforcing or urging (in
lo plain a Sphere) any external Traverle of Ob-
liquiy.

By this Author it is manifeft, with what Ten-
dernefs, Advice, and Caution the Pope opened a
Vein that 15 apt to bleed above the Meafure
which the Dottor’s Art prefcribes: For finding
by Equity, that Childerick was the lat Branch
(tho’ fear and withered) of Clouis the Grft Chri-
ftian Prince among the French, that he was fine
liberis, fine ingenio, without either Iffue or Difcre-
tion, (the ftrongeft Sinews both of Succeflion and
Government) that he was fo benumbed with Sloth
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and Senfuality, that he could not feel the taking
off his Crown from his Flead, that his Suppreffion
was not only fought by France, but applauded by
the World : the Pope proceeded, having perhaps
in his Eye the Bond whereby he might engage the
Kindnefs of King Pepin to the Church of Rome,
adainft the Greekifh Emperors, (tranfported with
Jealoufly.) This makes Kranfius in his Hiflory of
Saxe to wonder at the faftnes between the Freuch
Kings and the Popes (like hands that wafh and
help one another by mutual Support) In attaining
thole high Objeéts whicls both aimed at.  Anto-
ninus joins with others in exprefling the Demand
Comparative between a Prince of Judgment, and
a faifl-neant, an lmage, and a Man; between a
King wndeed, and one qui folo noinine regio tegere-
sgur, that was only mafked with the Name and
Title of a King 3 adding, that the States aficmbled
upon the firft return ot the Pope’s Anfwer, fup-
prefled Childerick, and railed lus Competitor.
Zachary was fo far from levelling at the Perlon
or the Crown of Childerick i1 bypathefi, (1t we give
credit to our own Countryman Polychronicon) as
he only meant 7z fhefi to fer down his Judgment
of the difierence which a wile State ought to make
between two Princes qualified, not only in a kind
of Difproportion, but of a direct Oppoflition of
Gites ana Properties.  Gotefridus Viterorcafis, {lvik-
ing rather at the Root, than at the Branches of
this Eaterprize, affirms not Francos Zackarie pa-
ruilfe decreto, fed acquieviffe confilio : tho’ the Dit-
ference be as great as between an abfolute Injunc-
tion and a politick Advice.  Sabellicus, without {o
much as dreaming of a Donative, avows a Coun-
fel by thefe words, confulco piius pontifice,  Nan-
¢lere yer more roundly if it be poflible, that after
the Yeers had firlt clected, the Pope ratified :
And with him agrees Blondus n one Tune, with-
out either reft ot Violence, or inducement of
AffeCrion.

Out of Aventine 1 draw two Reafons of Con-
clufion agamnft the Jurifdiction of Pope Zachery.
The firft, That being moved by the French
Peers as before, he takes his ground of Anfwer
from the revolt of the ten Tribes, (tho’ as aptly
as a Man might avow the rifing of Fack Cade a-
gainft his anointed Sovereign.) For, the Sins of
that ungodly Race, the Curfes that were pro-
nounced again{t the Rebels themfelves, and the
Cenfures of God’s Prophets, evidently prove, that
the Fact was exorbitant. The fame Reafon may
be drawn from Zackary’s own Paradox at the
fame Return, defending, that fince Princes hold
their Crowns and Governments of the Peoples
Choice, in whom 1t refteth ablolutely conffisuere
5 deftituere, to conftitute and defert 3 tho’ the
Dotrine be as dangerous as it is damnable, yet
hereby it is evident (for me) that the Right of
Depofition (being as the Pope himfelf avows,
invefted in the People) was not i himfelf, and
by Confcquent, that he was a Counfellor, but ro
Commander ; an Affitant, not a Judee ; and
that he did oniy approve by Admittance, rot en-
jom by Prerogative,

[ know that M. Garnet and the reft will a5 un-
willingly admit the Judgment of the Centuries 1n
this Circumftance concerning Childerick, (as other
would Barons of another fide) further than the
Warrant of their Proof makes way 5 which moves
me with a better Will to let them pals, and leave
the Judgment of this Point upon the Credit of

fuch Authors as had no reafon to fpesk more
than
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than Truth for Advantege of either parr, becaufe
in thole days not the Manner, but the Matter ; not
the Circumitance, but the Subftance ; not guo jure,
but ad quem finem, came to be decided between the
Pope and the Parltument.

But touching the Pope’s Procefs againft Ienry,
the Chapter of the Church of Liege doth unfcigned-
Jy protelt, that in their exact Perufal of both Tef-
taments, they could find no Precedent bujufinod;
precepti Apofolict, of any fuch Injunltion or Writ
Avpoftolick. A good cautien to make us tender
in mifdeeming of their Reporis and Teftimonies,
which (living in the time of this Diftemper void
of Paffion, and qualify’d with Modefty, being
fearned both in the Scriprures and the Civil Laws,
and regarding more the Peace and Quiet of the
Church, than the Partialities or Humours of either
fide) affirims foundly out of Knowledye, and con-
fidently upon their Credit, that this Gregory VI,
was the firlt Pope that depofed any Prince by the
Warrant of St, Peter’s Keys 3 or, to ufc their own
Phrafe, that ever lifted up the prieftly Launce a-
aatnft Ciefer’s Sword, not dreaming of any formal
Procels fun: out by Pope Zachary againit King
Chillerick,

The very Circle of 2 Crown Imperial {fo far as
any Stte or Fortune bencath the Moon can reach)
implies o Perpetuity of Motion @ for according to
that Principlc of the Mathematicks, as it begins
from all pares alike, fo in feipfa definit, and ends
abfolutely 1n 1t feit, without any other Point or
Scope objzCtual to move unto. That the Pope
hath fometimes {et the Crown Imyperial upon Cee-
fai’s Flad, fince the crowning of King Pepin,
(whom I ke to be the firlt) ought to be no rea-
{fon of his twfiing Crowns from head to head like
Tenniz-balls; for this were the way by Signs to de-
ftroy Subitances, and to oppofe Formality to Ne-
ceffity, and Occahon to Inftitution.  The Metro-
pohitan of every Kinodom, may do as much in
torm, Now ceuferendo jus, led implends juffitiam, not
conferving Kizht, but doing what 1s juft and righ,
as 1t 15 ontdy faid by one of their own Partners.
For tho’ the Pov: referve unto himfzlf this final
Intereft of crowning an clected Emperor at Roiae,
and forme Fiatterers would dertve a kind of Nec f-
fity for Confummation and Eftablifhment from
thence 3 yet many Llbmperers of an elder Date, and
Charles V. in our Time, have been ready with
their Swords m their Hands to prove (notwith-
ftanding fifia! regird and reverence to the Mother.
Church) that the tiroke of Power is ablolute with-
out relative Fornwiliey, T conclude this Queflion
concerning Coilderick, with an Argumont inevita-
ble either by Iavenzion or Sophiftry, not difabling
the Witneffes, For So7o, both a Frier and a learn-

ed Schoolman, holds, That extre canfes files ipft

-

Pontifices nungicaim e fuint Reges deponere: The
Popes themielves durft never depoie any King
without the compafs of fuch Matters as concern
Faueh, But Chilierick was depofed not for any
Point of Faith, but as Pope Gelafius writes to A-
naffafius, becaule he was ol noufe to the Com-
monwealth 5 thercfore 1t is not poflible that Cidl-
deiick thould be depoled by Pope Zachary. What
Fluc-and-Cry hath been made in former Times a-
gan(t ancreil Claims, varnifh’d with religious Pre-
tcnces, notiiing proves more plainly than the ftrong
Oppofition which was made at the Hely-Land to
Pelagins the Pope’s Legate, for feeking to draw
in all parts to the Szare of the Church, at the tak-
g the rich Ciry Demiata, not unlike to the

Partition which was made by the Lion to other
Bealts that hunted in his Company : For 1t is true
that at the firft they wonder’d, and after complain-
ed, that the Minifter of hitn, whofe Office was to
ftrengthen by Advice; fhould difcourage by too
much Greedinefs.

To that Example which is given by Gregory VI,
of Alexander 1. another fuppofed Predeceffor, ab-
folving Chriftians from Oaths, it were Idlenefs to
fhape any formal Anfwer; fince it hath neither
Likelthood in common Senfe, nor Ground of An-
tiquity : For, in a thoufand Years afeer Alexaider 1.
this kind of releafing Oaths was not hatched, much
lefs practifed. It 1s not probable that a difcreet
Pope, void of Humours, (as in that frft Spring of
Piety all were) would have fought to range a faith-
lefs Prince to formal Difcipline, fince Pau/ himfelf
refufcth to judge thofe that were no Sheep of the
Fold, but foris, thatis, without. And as unpro-
bable it 1s, that when the Bithops of Reme in-
tended moft the winning of Souls by Obddience,
that fhould give {o great caufe of Diftafte to thole
Piinces, that by the ftrength of their own Laws
vere moft abfolute 1n Authority. it may be thas
Alexander L. might comfort and {ecure the Counfei-
ence of fome Chriftians, that were over-ferepulous
and precife inobferving wicked and unlawivi Gathe,
which are ipfo jure nulla, (tho’ the Pope fhould nus
ditpenfe) and therctore broken with a better Con-
{cience towards God, than kept,  But how proves
that the Breach of lawful Oaths to Princes that are
rightly feated in their State, (tho’ perhaps not ever
cond) which the Church condemns, and no Law

juftifics ? I hold 1t moft abfurd, that the Church

of EKome for Greatnefs, or the Church. univerfal
for Initruétion, would not have kepr Record of
fuch a Faét, it any fuch had been: but it is not
hard to prove guidlibet ex guolibet, where Men
may devife to join their own Fofitions, without
care either ro anfwer for Prefumption, or to ac-
count for Iznorance, and then to grace them with
Prowcftations of Piety.

The Caution which St. Peter is {a1d to give at the
Ordination of St. Clewmest, that no Man fhould be
favour’d or kindly enterrain’d by the true Profet-
fors of Religion, againit whom his Succeflors thould
concetve Otfence, may be admiited withour preju-
dicc to this Point; it we fpeak of fuch juit Oilen-
ces a5 God’s Law punitheth. There are Cales
wherein a Man, that doth bat in a word fulute and
give 1 God-foeed to a grievous Sinner, is faid
Cemminnicare operions 1pfins malignis @ but this 15 not
cver s when St, Clement’s Succeflors cenfure more
out of Paflion, than out of Reaton. Chriftian
Princes were not fo mach as thought upon when
this Courfe was fet, and therefore far out of Pope
Acxz2inier’s Aim, that 1s, made to wound & King
ftanding fo far oft, with a headlefs Arrow. Reafon
farisfies thus far, that the Paftors of the Church
(excluding us out of the Fold) can bereave us only
oi thoft things which they give usat our coming ing
that 15, the Kingdom of Heaven, more in value
than ten Millions of Worlds, but no Kingdom up-
on Earth ; Co-inheritance with Saints, not with
Sinners; eternal Bleflings, not temporal Benefits.
It appears the Wardrobe is very begearly (as one
of Mr. Garner’s Fellows wrote over in fuch ano-
ther Cafe) that affords nothing but Rags inftead of
Robes; and the Stock goes low, that would pay
Counters for Portagues.

Thefe are all the Predecefors which Gregory VII.
prefents as it were in a Mummery, to caft Dice for

a
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a1 Prince’s Crown, as the Soldiers did for the feam-
Iels Coat of Chyiit: for they come, and go our again,
without cither foeaking any Word, or giving o-
ther Nofice, than by SIJ']'- which is "Il]fh‘nﬂ‘ in
effct - their End fhould racher oive Evidence,
than make Appmmnu, difpute, than dally. It
is hard that the Pope fhould flourifh 1n this fhame-
Iefs manner, about the Heads of anointed Majelty
with a rufty Sword, which fince the tme that St.
Peter was commanded to put it into the Scabbard,
was never drawn, nor by the Rule of Cheilt onghe
to be.

King E4zar in an excellent Oratien, perfuading
the Sexsiz Bithops that had the Sword of Peter, to
110 Hands with him that had the Sword of Coi-
Jjiciziie tor the cleanfing of the Church, meant no-
thing lefs, than thar 1t could be 1 a Bithop’s
power againft himiclf) to make vle of the mase-
rial Swnrd which was affigned to his CuﬁoJU
He tels Dunffene in the fame 9p¢th afrerward,
TImr it was he that committed this Truft w0 th:
Bithop’s Care, that fhowid chaflife Ofenders 1n-
deed: Bat how? Epifeopali cenfuira, &F authoritale
Regid, Ly the cpifcopal Cenfure, and the King’s
Authority.  Gregory VII. was not yet awake, who
putfing two Swords into one Sheath, intends no-
ting more, than to drive Princes out of the Ield
vith thetr own Weapons,

But howfoever fome weak Sovercigns, that re-
ceivesd thetr Authority from God for term of Life,
have notwithflanding been content to hold it of
the Pope at will 5 this bars not others of a quick-
cr Spietr, to examine Evidence concerning the
pomnt of Right, before they fuffer themitlves to be
concluded 1n the Court of Equity. Suljects that
are dutiful, and not apt to be tranfported from
their Faith with every Bialt of ambitious Spleen,
cleave taft to the Foundation which is the Band of
Obedicence, not voidable by ftrong Intruders, nor
partial Interpreters. I confefs, thar a godly Paltor
ought chiefly to provide, that Chriit’s humble
Sheep fhould be folded in due S.afon, and fafely
guarded trom the Perfecution of Wolves: but the
Shes ep, for their part alfo, ought to be as cautious,
that a4 Wolf be not the Bdlweathu, which hath
happen’d as often 1n many Churches, asthe Bifhops
out of their Affections and wreakful Paflions have
been Auntnors of a far greater Effulion of Bloed, than
Flercticks or Infidels out of their Malignity.  Fur-
ther, 1f we may give credit to that ftrange Viii

v 1f10n
which Ssxsmen in lns Hhitory reports, there arofe
a Queftion not only among Doctors upon Earth,
buL cven among Saints in Heaven, what Cnuric.
was belt to be tken with Julien the Renanade,
notwithftanding his Apoftacy, in refpect of PLIC{"
and yet of borh, I prefume, that Mr, Garmet held
him a Man of worle Condition and AfCtion to-
wards God and godly Men than Feary 1V, whom
without ths leaft oall of Conftience, or {uppofition
of Doubt, the Popc deprived thus unworthily,
Touchmg the Q:ality of this afflicted and tor-
mented Emperor, and the true ftate of his Caufe,
which was the Ground and Motive of the Pope’s
fharp Choler, T nced not at this time fay much,
when much cannot be faid for want of time; but
will leave him with his Oppoﬁtc to their final Tri-
al by Grand-Jury at the dreadful Bar, where the
Books of all Accounts and' Evidences fhall be laid
open, and Sentence fhall be rather grounded upon
jult Defert, than partial Defire: And where no
Man thall be either charged out of the Invy of
Crgffus, or defended by the Eloguence of /fs:f"wﬂn'
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Fam not igrorant of that which Writers on both
fi:les (Imperial and Pontifical, Guelphes and Gibel-
lines) have fet down touching Pepe and Emperor,
according to that Humour which Infetion and Dif-
traction of Parts envenom’d their Pens, I know
that a Man may err eafily, bending too much our
of Partiality or Prejudice to the Byals of cither
fide: and 1 want that juf meafure of Diferetion
and Diftinction which fhould level Grounds, thait
are made unequal and uneven by diftemper’d Con-
ceits.  But whether the Pope were vexed and dit-
quicted with Hewry’s Challenge of Inveltiture of
Bithops per daculum & annulum, and Collation of
Church-Preferments,. as fome think, (tho” manv
Kings, and ours efpecially, have had, and -ever
Ch:ﬁi‘unged the like Prerogative in their own Ii-

ftat.s) cr with the Inftigation of Sigisfred the Arcli-
bifhop of Meistz, to withdraw Subjects over-hatlily
from their ordinary Refort to Rome, as others
write, (tho” this hath been the Cafe of fome other
Princes 1n like fort that efcaped Thunder-claps) or
wicther [enry’s mean Account of the Pope’s Ad-
monitions, or hus Preparation to withftand Force
with Force, put the Pope into Choler, as other
Emperors have done often times, both before and
fince, with more eafy Penance for fuppoled Perti-

nacy : Whether all thele or ary one of thefe Oc-
calions gave fire to the Train, tho” I prefume nor
to I’(.fUh'C yet I may be bold to conceive in my
own Opinion, that the Medicine was ov.r-tharp»
and violent for the Malady.,  True it is, that the
Grudge of Gregory to this Emperor began firft to
fzfter in his Hearr a good fpace before, in refpect
of the Countenance and Aid which Heirry gave o
Gibert, Bifhop of Parma, chofen Pope by the Car-
dinals on that fide of the Zlps, with Oppofition un-
to Alexander, whon Giegoiry that was then but an
Arch-deacon, highly favour’d,

But fuppoling ‘1’1 were true that either enlourably
or jultly hath been given out in this Cauie fur
Truth, I defire to learn of fome grave Doltor,
whether thefe poor Motives were propartium?m
to the Pope’s glowing Indignation, which fhuting
his Gate '1g11nﬂ: the me..mr, (1 will not ! Ly un-
civilly, but uncharitably, that came barcfoor in 2
bitter Froft to witnels true Contrition of heatr,
tor fatisfattion to Wrath) fet up a Competitor a-
eaint him in Germany, while he was labouring by
this painful Pilgrimage to Kesze, to worlc a perfoct
Reconcilement with the Pope ; and to write to the
Party oppofite (lelt they might fhrink upon thofe
Shews of Friendfhip, likely to enfue between the
Lmperor and him) that he woulu fend him back,
as he would ufe the Marter, eulpabilioren more
culpable, and by confequence more fabject to their
violent Advantages.

Nay, which 15 worft of all, after Peace and
Friendfhip, and abfolute f{JI‘le”E'JCfS of Offeices
fworn, and the Sacrament reccived by the 1 mp=
ror, (for the better afiurance of the League intended
at the Pove’s own Hand) to arm his Son againih
him in the Field,. under the prezence and mafk of
Zeal, ut nomen Augufti e berefs vindicaret, thar he
might redeem the Title of Augrifins from the blot
of Herefy; for to this Center all the Lines of the
Pope’s difguifed Exceptions may be drawn, and n
this Gult they vanith: as if no Man could cin-
_brace a found Belief, unlefs he had a fervile Heare;
“asif all that oppofe againft Intruders were Here-
ticks 3 as if 1t were not fawful for the Mmperor to
fet up a Traverle in the Charch, fo long as he re-
folved to exclude the Pope from Competition Itn

the
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the Chair of State ! or a5 if the fuppofition of He-
refy ‘at large without Convi@ion of any Point here-
tical, againft the Canons of the Church by Proof,
were a common Jal, wherein the Pope’s Cuftom
15 to lodge all Chrittian Princes, that by contra-
diction to partial demands upon juft grounds, are
condemned as his Caft-aways.

Laft of all, I would know where the Pope learned
to forgive culpam, but not pemam, to a Prince,
that in the end was more willing to follicite Union,
than to rankle Hate ; or where he learned to dif-
tinguifh between Reftitution to Grace and Majefty,
by fulpending that part of his Favour that might
put him into pofleflion of his own lawful Interett.
I find by Sigibert the Abbor of Gemelack, that in
his timie it .was holden b.erefis nondum in mundum
emerfa, that the Chaplains of that powerful God,
that oftentimes makes Hypocrites to reign proprer
peccata populi, fhould cait the Rod into the Fire,
before that Faults were chaftifed according to De-
ferts 5 or by their abfolute Commands, difplace
thofe Inltruments, that, as powerful Executioners
of heavenly Judgment, are to difcharge the Duty
which 1s Jaid upon them.

But howfoever Gregory might in thofe Dog-days
fcorch an Emperor by the Combuftion of Beams
that ex diametro were oppofite, by the ftrength of
a Party raifed by Advantage of the Time 3 yet by
fucceeding ‘Tokens [ obferve, that God was juft,
tho’ Popes were humorous. For one of thofe
Arch-traitors whom the Pope erected out of Paf-
fion, and fupported out of Pride, was flain after-
ward at the winning of a Town; another in the
Field, tho’ (as one writes) not impenitent for his
Treachery. The Pope himfelf, worn as it feems
with Vexation and Strife, lived not many Years;
and having left his Point in this Prince, was never
able to any great purpofe to fting afterwards.
The mutinous and rebellious Bithops (that had
opprefled and refilted by the Pope’s Diretion)
never held up their Heads after the fatal Blow
which they received at the Synods of Mentz and
Wormes, but were either {lain by their own Sheep,
or perifhed in the Mountains by a moft hard
Deftiny.

Walran Bifhop of Meghurghe writing to a Ger-
man Count, gives a very juft Caufe of this Con-
currence in Malignity of fharp Accidents: For
fince by refifting Power (fiith the Bithop) they
refilted God, 1t was not poflible for the Succefs to
be better. Platina reports, that in the very Zisterim,
while the Pope was as yet advifing and confulting
about the beft Courfe to be taken with this difcon-
tented Prince, fome wiler than the reft were of the
mind, Regenr non ila cito anatbematifanduin, that a
Prince was not to be accurfed 1n fuch poft-hafte,
But Oppofitions were idle, the Pope’s Heart being
wholly fet upon Revenge, and {upporting this
whole Procefs with the Commilfion which Chrift
gave to St, Peter to feed his Sheep, that s, to
teach and inftruct the Flock : for I make as great
difference between Inftruction and Deftruction, as
hetween feeding and ftrangling, tho® by the very
form of the Sentence, (as it 1s fet down againft
this Emperor) it be manifelt that Gregery com-
mandeth St, Pefer and St. Pan/, as if they were his
Bailiffs-errant, to exccute the Writs of his ponti-
fical and privative Authority.

Touching the Charge of abfolving Subjects from
their Oaths, which is the chiefelt Inftrument by
which the Canon Nos Sanorum works, in feek-
ing to {ubvert the Seats of Kings, upon fuch
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grounds of Quarrel and Exceptions as may be
made, I will chiefly note, That Gregary doth in
this Cafc affume more to his Dignity by Deputa-
tion, thanGod himfelf doth to his Deity by Prero-
gative.  For admiting Oaths, to be lawful, volun-
tary and without derogation from Right, (as thofe
are which we make to Princes as becomes) he cori
cludes all their Minifters, that dare prefune to vio-
late Faith ingaged upon thof: due Refpects, within
the compafs of Perjury. The Promife which God
makes to Man in fwearing by himfelf, he will not
(tho’ it tend to the quicker and the jufter punith-
ment of Sin) releafe unto himfelf ;5 and yet fhall
we think that the Promife which was made by a
Sinner to him, can be releafed without him? Fra-
ter non redimet, redimet howio? non dabit Deo plas
caftonem fuam & pretium redemptionis anime fuz,
as we may conclude 1n this cafe with the Prophet.
Tho' God were fo juftly moved with difpleafure
againft Man, as he {eemed to repent hisown Frec-
Grace in planting an ingrateful Stock in a barren
Soil 5 & precavens in futurum, & taflus dolore
cordis intrinfecus, which inward Wound might very
far provoke the Wrath of God againft his Creature :
yet 1n refpect of his Word engaged, from the be-
ginning of the World, That the blefled Seed of a
Woman (whom all Generations call ble{fed) thould
bruife the Serpent’s Head ;5 which Myftery was to
be wrought with effe@ plenitudine temporis 3 he
would not difpenfe with his own Promife, but {uf-
fered the purpofe of Free-grace to be carried upon
the Wheels of eternal Providence, to the prefixed
Period of his own Benignity. The grievous Sins
of the Prophet David and of his Offspring, pro-
voked God’s Wrath juftly to wipe both the Blof-
foms and the Root, out of all Grace and Mercy :
and yet in refpect of an Oath taken long before, that
an Heir of his Line fhould never want, to keep his
Throne, it pleafed him for the making ecod of
his own Promife, to remit his Difpleafures.

The greateft hope of Encouragement thatGod’s
People could draw from the Prophet Samuel, when
they implored his Affiftance in Diftrefs, was this,
That God having by a folemn Oath fclected and in
a fort impropriated that Nation as a choice People
to lumfelf, would neither exclude them out of Pro-
tection, nor leave them to Fury,

The Rule of God’s own Direction is very ftrict,
That it any Man hath madea Vow to God, & f;
juramento conftrinxerit, and bound himfelf by Oath
to keep the fame, it fthall no longer be in his own -
Election to make it void, but he fhall perform
precifely what was deliberately promifed. It is not
known. to any Man of Underftanding, what the
Law fets down concerning the Redemption of
Vows upon juft Caufe in the prefence of the Prieft,
and at fuch a rate as the Votary, according to the
meafure and proportion of his Means, 1s able
(without undoing) to afford. Again, all Men
underftand that unlawful Vows and Oaths (as that
of Jepbtha, Herod, and many other rafh Protefters
of like fort) force not the Point of Conlcience in
the leaft degree : But when we take an Oath ad-
vifedly and freely, according to the Meafures and
Conditions limited and exprefled in the Law of
God, thatis, according to Judgment, Righteoul-
nefs, and Truth; yea, tho’ it be by Duty to a
wicked Prince, Ezekiel will teach us by.the war-
rant of the Holy Spirit, that God himfelf will nail
upon the Head of the Perjuror, the Oath which be
hath fet light, and the Covenant which he hath

perhdionfly broken.
Q9 By
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By the reafon which Pope Gregory makes his
‘warrant of releafing the Subjeéts Oaths to Henry
the Fourth, the Prophet Hananias one of the High
Priefts.for the time, might as well have dilpenfed
-with the Oaths of God’s People to Neduchodonafor
an Infidel, and an Idolater. But God himfelf con-
demneth all Priefts and Prophets that by falfe
hopes went about to eafe the People’s Burden be-
fore the time prefized for their Pepance by his
Impofition : and the Days of Hanauias the falfe
Prophet were cut off for his flattery. Wherefore
as the Bolduefs and Prefumption is very great in
any mortal Man to dive fo deeply into the fecret
Myfteries of Providence, as to idge at what
Time, in what Perfon, upon what Cond:ticn, or

by.what Warrant one Sinner may releafe ancther of

his Oath: fo likewife the Charter which the School-
men in the Pope’s behalf pretend upen this Claim,
muft undoubtedly be very weak, when{oever they
fhall undertake without Aflurance of God’s cer-
tainly revealed Will, to difcharge the Confcience
of Man engaged by Elettion, and obliged with
Solemnity, The School-men fhall never be able
to .make clear Proof by any ground out of either
Tftament, by any Canon of the Councils Primi-
tive, nor any of the Fathers living in a purer Air
than ours, (howfoever they devife Diftinétion upon
Diftinction, rather to entangle than to ferde Faich)
that this Dodrine of accurfing Princes upon light
occafions, of releafing Oaths, ot depofing Magi-
ftrates, is confonant to thofe Principles of Obedi-
ence and Patience which our Saviour left to his
Apoltles, and they like Heirlomes to their Suc-
ceffors. If 1t be clear by St. Matthew, that our
Peace fhall return unto our felves, when they to
whom we with the Peace, declare themfelves un-
worthy of our wifh ; undoubtedly as true it is, that
our Curfes fhall recoil upon our own Heads, (and
that worthily) when they that are within the Bo-
fom of the Church, (which 1s the Houfe of God)
declare themlelves unworthy of the Curfes which
without Delert we calt upon them. Forasitisa
Queitien well moved :n this Cafe of Balaam, guo-
modo meledicat e1, cui nen maledixit Dominus 2 10 1s
it as difcreetly noted by St. Gregory, that fgandi &
folvends potcflate e privat, qui cam iijufte exercet :
he deprives himfelf of the Power of binding and
loofing Sins, that {ecks to practife without Grounds
that may be jultified. Origen writes excellently,
that where the Motives of fharp Sentences are un-
juft, and not able to endure the touch of due Re-
oard, he-that is caft out, goes not, fed gui manet
intus, excluditur,

It was not in the power of the Prieft by the Law
of Mbofes, to make him a Leper that was clean,
bat to judge (by fearch) whether he were clean or
not: and thercfore St. Aupnfiine may more confi
dently deliver his own Conclufion, That rath Judg.
ment hurts not the Perfon de qua temere judicatur,
fed ¢€i aqui tewmcie judicat, The Reafon may be
drawn out of another of the fame fuit, guia dun
vblumns per iram alicia cocreere, graviora commit-
imus 2 feeking to correct the Faults of other
Men in Pafiion, our felves commit Faules that are
areater, for want oi Charity.

Therefore I conclude, and that magifiraliter, as
the School-men fpeak, out of the very Canons
themlelves, manere Petri privilegium, ubicungue fer-
tur ex 1pfius equitate judicium : that Peter’s Privi-
lege doth continue fo long as the Scntence is pro-
nounced out of Perer’s Equity, and not otherwife.
To that Cavtion put n by St: Gregory out of {cru-

F3

pulofity of Confcience, Vel insguam judicis. fenten-
tiam timendan, that the Sentence of a lawful Judge

ought to be feared, (yea, tho’ it be unjuft) we may

give a reafonable Anfwer, by reftraining that fear
to fuch a kind of Modefty and Tendernefs as
being ever apt to fufpet Frailty in 1t delf, fhall
offend lefs by fearching Sin with too deep, than
too thort an Inftrument ; and by {uppofing out of
the Senfe of an humble Spirit, that all Men are
more apt to Hatter themfelves in the ways of their
own Errors, than a learned, difcreer and religious
Judge to cenfure without a juft Occafion,

A wife Man that defires to preferve his Health,
recetving Pills from the Hand of his Phyfician,
who underftandeth the State of his Body out of
Knowledge and Experience, much better than
himfelf; prefomech ar the firft impreflion, that
fome Humonr may offend cither in quantity or
quaiity which deferveth Correction, the” he know
it not : but after calling o mind upon advifed Ob-
fervation, that his Apnatite is ordinary, his Tem-
por perfe€ty bis Diseftion flrong, and all thofe
other Crrcum{tances, which toe learned 1 thac
Facuhty regard, fuitable, o a perfeét Conflitution
and State of Health, he begins to apprehend (by
oppoling the Senfe of his own Parts to his Detor’s
Aim) that Men, tho’ grave and learned otherwife,
may err cither by miftaking Principles, or giving
too light ear to falfe Inlermations, which are
rightly termed the Spectacles of Error.  For God
doth only fearch the Hearts and Rens, and there-
fore only knows truly with what Ignorance or
Skill the Plaifter i1s applied to the part cither fefter-
ed indeed, or for want of a found Judgment (in
thofe that take upon them as his Vicegerents to
difcern) fo deemed of, Ged hath pronounced in
his Word, that [piritus bowinis tantummodp, the
Spirit of Man only knows thofe things which are
in Man, and the Spirit of God alone thofe things
which belong to God : and therefore de occultis vel
de male intellefits, that Spirit which only breathes
in the Noftrils of mortal Men, can neither difcern
nor judge infallibly. But if any Man object, thac
Popes procecding agamnft Princes, arm themf{elves
with fufficiency of Proof, before they come to re-
folve to the Defendant’s Prejudice : [ anlwer, that
Prefumptions too far carried in the {cope of Paffion,
have caufed many Popes to crr againft Emperors
in the At of Procefs. And lelt we ftray too far
in fecking an Example, even this Gregory the VI
condemned Henry, Caufainandita, before the Caufe
was heard, as fome Writers of that Age teftify,
That Rule of Equity which warrants orderly Ap-
peals from Judges il informed, to Judges ground-
ing Sentence upon Proof above Exception, In
matters of lefs weight than chis, hath been current
in all Policies and Times : for, Lex jufto non eff
pofita.  And howloever for the maintenance of
Order, outward Forms are to be kept with Mo-
deration and Reverence ; yet to the Soul of Man,
the Confcience ftandeth for a thoufand Witnefes,
and is in very deed the trueft touch, And there-
fore for my own part I fhall never tax that Pa-
tient, that privily, and without difgrace to the
Do&or, throws the Pills out of the Window
which are fent, 1f from certain and undoubted
Knowledge of his own nward State, he be fure,
that for the Reparation of Health, or for the Cure
of a fuppofed Sicknefs, his Bedy hath no necd of
them,

I ftand the longer npon fatisfaction to this Place

of Gregory, becaufe it is oppofed in Defence of all
‘ 5 erring

L o]



i1606.G.H. in the szpam’er—]’/&z‘, for H igh-Treafbn. 200

erring Judges, to the fnaring (or at the léalt to
the frighting) of thofe Souls that are oftentimes
moft timorous, becaufe they are moft innocent.
But in the mean time, note that this godly Father
releafed no Subject of his Oath in point of Duty ;
he accurfcd no Prince in the Chair of Royalty ;
he confounded no State by extent of Primacy ;
but knew very well how ealily a Judge may err
by ftrong Imagination, with Gad in the Book of
Yrdges, miftaking capita hominum pro ninbris mon-
tium, the Heads of Men for the Shadows of Hills ;
&5 boc errore decipiy, and by this Error be deluded
and dazzled.

The Chaptet of Liege utterly rejecting this Re-
leafe of Oaths and Fealty, might be moved with
many Grounds. Firft, becaule the Breach of a
Jawful Oath (as hath been juftified before) fallsin-
to the compafs of a mortal Sin.  Again, becaufe
many of their Predeceflors were departed to God

the Ground doth not accidéntally exprefs one 4, but
adds to that fo many Letters in due Courlfe as pre:
{ents this whole word Agdmemnon to the Reader’s
Eye ; where a Man doth not caft three quaters
upon three Dice, but three thoufand quaters upon
three thoufand : and where Order; which proceeds
from Reafon and Ele@ion; is kept in colerent
Forms, Chance hath no ftroke of Predominance
by the right grounds of Philofophy. Wherefore
no Man can tell whether fome of thofe Confede-
rates alive, (becaufe I dare not fay that there are
none) looking back as it were from the Shore upon
the Rocks and Quickfands which they efcaped 1n
this Storm, (calling to account the bad Succefs, not
of one or two, butof all their many Counfels, La-
bours and Events in this lucklefs Action, keeping
in mind that Oblervation among the Galenifis,
that whete all Simples work againft their kind or
Property, the Cure 1s defperate) finding our fers-

in paace of Confcience, that till the laft point of felem to be built as a City, Cujus participatio in id-

Life obferved their Gath 5 whofe Example they
had fmall reafon to under-value, Furthermore,
they alledged, and not without jult caufe, thar
fuppofing this Emperor as impious as the Sentence
did 1mport, yet it became them no more than Ze-
dekinh (uill the Fire of Correction had caten out
the Ruft of Sin) to withdraw their Necks prefump-
tuouily from the Yoke of Nebuchadinezzar, 1 con-
clnde this Point with a fit Example of the Wildom
of our Kings in former times, drawn out of the
Cabinet of moft antient Records: For nothing
could give them Satisfaction touching the Loyalty
and Fidelity of their own Prelates, till they had
inferted into the Oath of Homage thefe words; iz
verbo veritatis, (which binds Confcience) in place
of tormer words of an elder date, Safvo ordine,
which lefe Churchmen in effet to their own Li-
berty., Foritis ree, faithan old Reman Catholick,
Yehanes de Parifits, for any lawful Prince to repel
the Violence of the {pirttual Sword by the beft
means he can, finding that 1t tendeth to the Diftur-
bance of the civil State, cugus cura incumbit Regi,
the Care whereof belongeth to the King 5 or elfe
he fhould bear the Sword idlely.

But now to make the beit ufe that the fitnefs
of this Occafion offers upon the worft Motive that
ever was heard of among Men before this Acci-
dents and to make all Men fee that have etther
Eyes of Underftanding in their Heads, or the Fear
of God’s Judgments in their Hearts, how rafhly
our late Undertakers (who fteer Peser’s Ship in our
narrow Seas, Mr. Garnet being one of the chief
Pilots) have run her upon the Rock of Rebellion,
geither, looking to the Card of Confcience, ror re-
carding the Compafs of Faith: 1 defire that cer-
tain Obfervations may be kept in memory, as cer-
tain Monuments of God’s powerful Works were in
Ifrael, tanquam figna predicantie 3 that 1s, fore-
warning Signs and Cautions for Abftinence togiddy
Malccontents in future times: which otherwife,
upon the Motives of like Milchief, may be meta-
morphofed into Figures of like Inhumanity 5 for
an Aneel faid to Zesit, That to publith and reveal
the Works of God, is laudable.

I know that ftrange things happen oftentimes
by Accident, (fo far as the weaknefs of our Senfe is
able to apprchend) tho’ Truth affures us, that with-
out the Providence of God no Sparrow lights upon
the Ground : And Pericles jultly maketh Fortune
to be nothing elfe but were canfee ignorationem, our
Ignorance of the proper and true Caufes of all
things, But yet where a wild Boar by rooting

Vo L

ipfum 3 marking that our gracious, our juft, and
beft deferving King (fupported by God’s Angels,
which are Spiritus adminiftratoris in minifterium mift

propier eos qui capiunt bereditatenn falutis) doth

dwell 7 adjutorio Altiffini 5 and that it is in vain to
work upon a Monarchy, cujus cor eff unnin & anime
una, whofe Heart and Soul in the point of Obedi-
cnce 18 one and the fame : will return to the Refo-
lution wherein they ftand ingaged by the Laws of
God, and of their own native Soil 3 give ear to
the Voice of their own Shepherd, and acknow-
ledge humbly with Facob, thar Dominus erat in loco
ifto, & ipfi nefciebant : God with the mighty Pro-
teCtion of his powerful Hand was in the Place,
altho’ they knew it not.

Firft therefore I obferve, that when you, Maltef
Garnet, and your practifing Difciples, laid a Pack
together tor a Project of Invafion againft the late
Quecen, and in her lLater days, with hope to put out
a Flufth of Princes with a Prime of Jacks, which
will never ftand in this State, I truft, with our
richt Game of prinms ero: God took away this
Lady inher ripe and mellow Years, when her Head
was white with the Blofloms of the Almond-Tree,
as he did Fofias, Ne wvideret mala que eveniura
erant, left the fhould fee the Miichief which was
likely to enfue; and had followed undoubtedly, (as
Men were reftrained from the certain Knowledge
of the only rightful Succeflor) if the Jones genius
of our dear Sovereign had nor, thro’ the Prepara-
tion of ordinary Means and Inftruments, by {uper-
nal Grace eftablithed this State in the full Fruition
of their long lafting Security,

The Bulls which by the Praétice of you and your
Gatiline, the lively Image of your Heart, thould
(by Joud lowing) have called all Lis Calves toge-
ther with a Preparation to band againft our Sove-
reign, at the firft Break-of-day, and to have crop-
ped thofe {weet Olive-Buds that environ the regal
Seat, did more good than hurt, as it happened, by
calling in a third Bull; which was B#// the Hang-
man, to make a {peecy Riddance and Difpatch of
this forlorn Fellowthip.

In the time of Henry V1. Humpbrey Duke of
Glocefter;, finding certain Bulls that came from
Rome to be very prejudicial to the King’s Eftate,
without afking leave of any Man, caft them round-
ly into a Bonfire, The late Queen of happy Me-
mory entertaining the Bull which Felton fet upon
the Bithop of Lindow’s Gate, with the fame or
agreater Diftafte, becaule the Drift was to embale
her Title, and tranfport her Crown; gave it as
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quick Difpatch by like Deftiny: And Mafter Gai-

net thought his Bulls as worthy to be facrificed In
a quick Iire as any of the reft, for their Idlencs
and Weaknefs in eflecting what was withed, and
expelted by the Friends that invited them. Thele
Bulls Mafter Garunct were Corinpele: you were
warred by the State to fhut them up, in refpect
of the Mifchicf that they meant ; you regarded
not the Prohibitions of Law, but gave them Scope
of grazing in certain Grounds, where the Marks
of their Impreflions are vifible. It this be de-
nied, Catefby your apt Scholar and choice Friend
fhall charge your Confcience, who drew from
the Direftion of thefe Bulls that fhreud Argument,
That if it were lawful to keep a right Heir from
his Kingdom, in refpect of Confcience, before Efta-
blihment, it was as lawful to remove him after
he were citablithed, The Wifdom of the Holy
Ghott ordaineth, That bos lapidibus ebiuctur f oc-
cidetny doppinns » the? we leave all to the Law's Or-
dinance, and his Majefly’s good Pleafure, But
whatloever happeneth in the Procefs, I muft con-
fois thac Bulls have littie realon to require a Ade-
timms into thefe Parts, fince ncicher their Accels
is acceptable, nor their Succels fortunate. The
Point whereat I wonder moft, (in revolving thele
ftrange Events) 15, That the Bulls which were
confumed into Afhes at [Fhite Webbs, fhould
be brought forth this day to be baited at the
Guildball,

At the King’s firft entrance into this happy
State, with as great Security and Fafe, as if he
had removed after an ordinary fafhion from Laoi-
don to Greenwich, and from Greenwich to Hamip-
ton-Cauity the mofl expedient Device for the Dif-
turbance of the general Applaufe (which enter-
tained woftium Salomoncin pacificwin with a kind of
Joy and Cheerfulnels unfpeakable) as was con-
ceived by the Brotherhood, was to awake the pur-
pofe of Invafion, that lept in foreign Parts, by a
{ct Meffenger imployed. But tho’ #esus had com-
mended this Petion by Letter of Requeft to
Mars, it would not have been heard, God having
then prepared and difpofed the Minds of Princes
on both fides to fuch a Peace, as could admit
neither fecret Operation, nor open Execution of
Hypocrify. This was not by the Method of Di-
vine Procefs, eligere iufirie ut confundat foitie :
But this was rather by the Spirit of Achitopbel's
Sugoeltion, abuti fortibus ut confunderentur omnia.
But Thanks be to God, the Lion Is alive, out of
whofe Mouth you muft have drawn your dropping
Honey-Comb, before your Riddle could have had
cither the Grace or the Succefs which you defire
among our confpiring Philiftines : So that we only
find your hxed Truft in Tumult and Vexation,
(as the Prophet fpeaketh) inftead of that Hope
and Silence which fhould have been your Sheet-
Anchor.

Your LEad was by poffefling Princes with the
Motives of your Malice to ftir Compaffion 5 be-
caufe it happeneth often that Exhalations drawn
up to the higheft Region by the Beams of the
Sun, are there inflamed and fent back again with
a fiery Effect : But minlti committunt eadem diverfo
criine foto. A great Philofopher obferveth to the
fame Effect, that Profperuin feelus virtus vocatur :

And tunably to this Confort another, that tho”

the Fact and Intent were one in both, yet I/
critcem feeleris pretium tulit, bic diadema, Bat in
this Cafe by the Goodnefs of God it fell out quite
contrary 5 for the Princes being as weary of War,
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as you were of Peace, defirtng as much to {pare
Blood, as you to let it out; and regarding more
the Grounds of their own Difcretion than the
Storms of your Paffion,” fent away your fecond
Mercury with a Flea in his Ear, and inftead of
procuring Treafure and Supphes, were content
to learn, (by the Scope of this Employment) that
fome Profeffors of the Catholick Religion had o-
ther Views whefein to exercife their Inventions and
Medirations befide the Repetition of the Rofary,
which without fo manifelt a Proof, perhaps they
would either not at all, or not fo ealily have
credited,

The Confpirators could not devife a more likely
Motive of Attraclion whereby to draw Aalecoir-
tents and Boutefenx into the Mifchief which their
Malice did intend, than by whifpering into the
Fars of ignorant and ill-advifed Catholicks, that
his Majefty had violated a former Promife made
to fome of them before, of Toleration in point of
Confcience: For Ears that iech after light Reports,
and Minds that interpret common Fears in that
Senfe which tends to their private Harm and Pre-
judice, (converting for the moft part to rank Pot-
fon what{oever is preparcd by the beft Affections
to kindle Nutriment) take hold of the firft Over-
ture. But for prevention of this Peri, God fo
wrought, by difpofing Times and Accidents to
beft Eftects, as before the Poifon could pierce to
the fecret of ‘Men’s Thoughts, #atfon the Pricit
had confefled to my felf (fent from his Majelty to
the Jail at W iuchefter, for the finding out of the
firt Author of this leud Report) not paft one day
or two before his Death, (ac which ume no Man
is prefumed by the Civil Laws to lye) that he ne-
ver could receive any fpark of Comfort touching
Eafe of Confcience to Catholicks from his Majelty,
how unjuftly foever the World had made him Au-
thor of that Scandal 5 tho® withal he added how
unwilling he had been to utter the King’s Anfwer
to the Catholicks at his return in his own Words,
and with thofe incurable Obltructions, (which ap-
peared by the manner) for fear left over-great
Difcouragement might make them defperate, and
drive them to feek other Helps, as fome did,
which this Aétion makes evident.

Befides, there are in Eugland fome Recufants at
this day, that for a Need both could and would a-
vow the like Report of Percy after his Returns out
of Scotland, both before and after the Queen’s
Death ; adviling no Man to depend upon the leaft
Conceit or Apprehenfion of Hope from thence,
but make the beft fluft they could devife for them-
felvess for in the point of Confcience he found the
King’s Intent and final Purpofe to be peremptory.
By this plain Dealing many were deprived of their
beft Advantage of improving this fhrend Circum-
ftance, both as a Colour of Exception and a Matk
of Confpiracy.

The Practice was begun with aurtcular Con-
feflion, as the fafeft Lock to which Men durft ad-
venture to commit 2 Sccret- of this weight; for,
who could hope to draw that from a Conhdeng
or a Confeflor in refpect of Safety, (befides Cen-
fures of the Church) the Peril reaching and ex-
tending to the Lofs of Lile? But by the Streams
of Fordan running backwards to the drowning of
the worft dilpofed part, it came to pals that by
the words which pafled between Greenwel! and
Bates (Catefby’s Servant) in Confeflion upon the
horror of his Confcience againft fo foul a Fadt,
thofe Circumftances happily fell out, which being

brought
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brought to light, made a fair Introduction into

that full Difcovery which the Lords Jaboured. -

It may be thought that God himfelf abhorring
the falthood of a Prieft, {that under the Colour of
the Keys, abufing both his Perfon and his Power,
is not afhamed to contrive Confpiracies fo much
more perilous and peflilent, as they are counte-
nanced with 2 more holy fhew) hath fet a Mark
of his own Wrath both upon the Matter and the
Minifter. For the Patients are oftentimes be-
guiled in judging by "Tafte the Quality of the Sim-
ples, and Ingredients which they receive, decepto
fenfu cuin judicio, the Judgment of the Senfes be-
ing firft decetved, & corruptis organis.

It is clear, that for the fecreting and concealing;
of this Purpole (ull by Progreflion it might be
ripened tor the deflired End) the Seal of the Sacra-
ment of Union was fet to this Contraét of Blood ;
as if God would be put in Truft with the keeping
of thefe prophane Bands and Obligations of Con-
{cicnce, againft the Rule and Canon of his own
written Law, awe werfatur taniuwmmods 15 bonee
fdei Judiciis,  Bur we that know what defperate
Effects unworthy eating of the Sacrament, and
the Prefumption of bearing the Standard of our
Saviour in open Field againit himfelf, have wrought
in Minds polluted with Impreffions of Sins, that
are voluntary and premedicate, will not greatly
wonder at the bad Succefs of this Conjunétion,
calling to mind that the firft Work of Fudas after
the receiving of the Sop, was to betray his Mafter,
and the next to hang himfelf; and in fuch 2 man-
ner, ut croparet meaias &9 effundercintur ejus vifeera,
that he brake in the middle, and his Eatrails
came out of him.

The purpofe of thefe Gallants in binding Faith
. and Promife one to another by folemn Oath, (tho’
Demeins eft qui fidein profiat errori) ftood upon
the Diftruft that one repofed in another’s Love and
movelefs Conftancy, holding themfelves as fure
after {uch Seal of the Contradt, as Seleucus did him-
{elf in the Speculation of a City to be built in the
Air above the reach of the Capacity or Wit of
Man 3 but yet Expertence reveals, that the Hands
of Madian have fought againft themfelves, the
Voices of Babel have confounded their own Plots,
and thefe forlorn Hopes like the Knights of Cadinus
(as appeareth by the Scope of their own Con-
feflons) mutuis conciderunt vulneribus, have been
wounded to death one by another.

The Courfe of Mining into the ftrong Wall of
the Parliament, was in very deed more laborious
and {low, but yet more fure and fecret than the
latter by the Vault, 1n cafe the Pioneers had pro-
ceeded refolutely according to the Plot of the
Arft Device: For prevention of which almoft in-
evitable Stroke, the Cellar was {et open even in
the very heat of their endeavour, as it were by the
handy-work of God himfelf; and not only fet
open, but atmolt miraculonfly put into their hands
by a faithful Servant of the King’s, whofe ordi-
nary Caution could not poflibly have been fo far
over-fhot, without an mward working and con-
triving Favour from above, which took hold of
the ¥eet of Sinners in that very Snare that they
had prepared and fet for thole that were moft in-
nocent. They flatter’d their own Conceits fo 1dlely
(but yet fo far with the facility of working upon
this unexpetted Overture) as if ichad been the Will
of God, that to them, as to 7acel hunting for his
Prey, occurreret quod volebant: But on the other
fide we may obferve with Joy and Comfort, That

5

tho® they watched eagerly with Efar for thofe
Days of Mourning, wherein the Death of Jfzac
might prepare a way for their moft bloody and
moft violent Revenge, like Rats -between the
Hanging and the Wall fio perierunt judicio, they
were firlt betrayed, and afterward perithed by their
own Dicovery,

Their Spleen was even fevire in Sava, bent a-
gainft the Walls and Houfe of Parliament, as an
inftrumental Caufe for producing many fharp
Laws, for the fpace of more than forty Years,
agamni{t the Religion, which their own difouifed
Aftettions did eagerly embrace, with a purpofe to
convert Hierufalem in acervum lapidum, into a heap
of Stones. Thus Polymueftor ftricken blind (out
of Rage againft Hecebe) fought to murder all the
Women he could meet. Thus Frlvia by thruft-
ing Needles into the Tongue of Cicero (after he
was dead) fought Revenge of his fharp Invectives
againft Ainthony : And thus Antheny himfelf war-
red againft the Walls of the Senate-houfe at Roine
after Ceefar’s Death ; but yer the Place is as it was,
the Benches ftand as they did, and they that fat on
them have the fame Affeltions which before they
had 5 inforced perhaps by this late more than Ne-
ronian atrempt of endangering both their Souls and
Bodies at one Blaflt (for want of time to call for
Grace) to {trike a deeper Wound than any of their
Anceftors had done before into the Caufe which
the Scope and Drift of thefe Undertakers pre-
tended by their Inventions to rectify, The Ro-
man Southfayers had reafon to divine, that when
Bulls, Bandogs and Affes (which are Bealts cre-
ated for Obedience and Ufe) grew mad upon a fud-
den, and without a certain Caufe, Bellum feruvile
unminebat 5 and of this Compolfition was the late
pack of Rebels, that with the fame barbarous in-
humanity, which was well obferved at the Ruin of
Saguntuin, nibil veligui fecerunt ut nou ipfis elemein-
ti5 fieret imuiic ; left nothing wundone for their
parts to wrong the very Elements, I erant thac
they might learn their Arc of building muddy
Walls of the Swallow, which are butr Summer
Birds ; and their Skill in weaving Cobiwebs of the
Spinners, whom Minerva hated 5 chiefly, becaufe
their Works were more laborious than durable,
and moft commonly fwept away befere they came
to finifhing. Buc this Trick of fubvirting ard
demolifhing, they could not learn better than of
the Montanifts, Qui non laborabant (as Tertulliair re-
ports) #f edificarcat fua, quam nt defiruereat alieno,
to build their own as to deflroy other Men’s 3 Hes
genus mvifum fuperis !

The Train of Powder was laid only for trues
Men by wicked Trators 3 to this end chicfly, thas
after Innocency had endured, Malice might in-
fule, that cim feelera profunt, pecca! qui 7z2¢
facit 5 and conclude with the rankeft A4rbeifts of our
Time, a Prejudice of God’s Anger asainit faithful
Subjects, out of the barbarous eliclts of their
own Villany: For this Argument is ufed in de-
fence of the Slwghter of the laft French King.
But as we find jult caufe to rejoice thus far with
Shadrach, Mefbech and Aleduego, Nibil peteftatis in
nofira corpora habuiffe ienerm; That the rage of
the Iire had no force or ftrength againlt our
Bodies, God’s Angels coming down of purpole
both to dilperfe the Flame, and to mfufe in licu
thercof ventum roris flanterm, a cool Wind of mild
Air Dreathing, to flack wafting Hear, Ur neque
eos contrifiaret ignis, nec quicquam moleftie infervet
as 1t could nercher make them fad, nor offend

them



302 20. TheTrial of Henry Garnet; @ Confpirator 4 Jac. 1.

them any way : So on the other fide, God wrought
fo powerfully in this particular, (10 give a Talte
and a Feeling to fome of the chief Traitors of
thofe endlefs Flames, that in another World fhall
never eafe, without Contrition and Confeflion in
this) as in the chiefeft Puzzle and Perplexity of
their ill thriving Practices, they were blafted by
the Rage of their own Gunpowder.

Thus Alexander V1, and his Darling Borgéa, the
only Monfter of that Age, were poifoned by error
of the Cupboard-keeper, out of the Bottles that
were kept in ftore (and by Cefar’s own appoint-
ment) againtt Supper, for the deftruction of cer-
tain Cardinals, And thus it bappens many times
(God’s Jultice far furmounting Man’s Capacity)
that thofe Infiruments which we felect for exccu-
tion of Malice, ferve for the protetion of Inno-
cents, Et fxpe fasicndo mala, in wmojsra tncuiri-
HLAD

Thefe Catilines in the vaging diftemper of thewr
Pafiion, {which mecteth their own wants & cois-
sgda aliena pari delsie) were 1o delirous to draw
Blood even ad anime deliguinin, of the noblelt,
the tructt and bedt Subjes of the State in all De-
grees, that had not one drop of attainted or in-
teéted Blood o any Veiny and to make fure
Work, that there might be {pare of none, like the
Rowgan Tiimmoirs) they held it fafelt to let out
their own, without diitinction of Kinfmen, Alltes
or Iricids; leaving no one Man of Mark out of
the Litt, which was agreed upon by the Confpira-
tors, biut mark the Proof: for (as Les writeth
to Manrttins) in Tifleiia veritatisy fola wveritalis
ininnci poricrint, nowe but the Enemies of Truth
did perifh in Truih’s Victory, For whofoever loves
to dive tato the waters of Contradiétion, whole
Property 15, asa learned Father notes, rather <o-
rarc tan periaiey may be fure to cxpeét in vain,
that the Hand of Chritt which affifted Peter in his
Faub, fhould f{upport them 1n their Fraud : for
berween truth and Falfhood, as well the diffe-
rences as the degrees are infinite,

fr was holden a fafe courfe and of great ufe for
advancement of this bleody Projedt, that a Faculty
mught be granted to fome Perfons (which in
that rank were reputed choice for their excefs in
(Cracity, and barbarous Inhumaniry above all the
reft) for the calling 1n of fuch other Affiftants and
Conlederates, as Noit propter eximias virtutes, bot
tuch as parcs acgotiis erant nee fupercrant, and that
when the oiock grew poor, might be beft able
to defray Lixpences, to eafe Burthens, and ad-
vance Defires.  Bue it fell not out that any good
grew to the Caufe by any Perfon et in ac this
Loop, howfoever their Affetions were bent ¢ for
Lrancis Trifbein the laft above, intended much,
but eficéied lile by Relief 5 only this I note,
that by lis Pafliens and Words in his firft an-
fwer ar the Council-board before the Lorde, he
ieft lo deep Impreffions both of his Fore-feet and
his Iinder-feet, as tho’ we could not evidently
defcry the Hare, yet we eafily difcerned what
courfe fhe took, and thereupon the better with a
fell Cry upon fo hot a Scent, purfued the Game
that haflted to get over,

No Man can deny but it was in Rodin Catefly
the trick of a cratty Pate, enrounding violently the
ruin ot our Sovereign, and his Royal Progeny, to
engage the fortunes of his dear Friends, Roskwood,
Grant, &c. to his hungry Creditors, in deep
Bgmd_s, before ke would impart to them the Secrey
ol his Plot, fuppefing certainly, that in refpet of

4

their own danger by his fall, they would be more
apt fo undergo the hazard of all events, and ra-
ther chufe to die with him, (tho’ the worft fhould
chance) than to beg after him; having in the
nean time in their Eye {o bright an Object of en-
ticing Hopes, That fumma feelera incipiuntur cum:
periculo, peraguntur cum premio, But as the great-
nefs and inwardnefs between wicked Men (ac-
cording to the grounds of moral Wildom) 1s ac-
counted rather Confpiracy than Amity, (having
but metiim &8 noxam confeientie pro federe s ) fo
ltkewife in this Cafe, the Succefs was fuitable, for
one Jed another by the Links of Combination to
the reward of Cozenage. Truft was the Trap,
falle Flopes the Baits 5 and all the Fruit they could
expeét by Tricks, was of the fame quality with
the Grapes and Pomegranates thar grew in Sodoin,
afier the Ruin of the Town; as we read in Origen,
(that is) fmelling of Sulphur, tho’ delighttul to the
LEye. And even as thole upon the firlt touch were
agt to diffolve into Powder, fo were thefe upon
proof to run into Gunpowder,

The {cope of fome chicf Acior in this Tragedy
(more {enfitive In that point of Compaffion, as it
jeems, than the reft) was, to advife a Noble
Gentleman {whom in refpect of his approved Love
and Loyulty to the King lus Sovercign, he durft
not truft) by an obfcure Letter {more refembling
the Riddle of an Oedipus than the Counfel of a
Friend) that he fhould abftain from the Place pre-
fixed ar the Time determined.  "The dark figure
of the Writing, the ftrange manner of delivering,
the fmall likeliicod of any Cloud at that time
gathering, might have moved many Men rather
t0 have negle¢téd, than apprehended fo blind a
figure of Dilcovery. Burt this difcreet and wor-
thy Gentleman; conceiving tiiat Men experienced,
in Myfteries of State were better able than him-
felf, both to difcern of Spirits, and unloofe hard
Knots 3 imparted this Occurrent to certain of the
Privy Council, and they to the King, who by
that Spirit of true Divination, which is infufed
into the Lips of the King by God, (as the Pro-
verbs fay) never gave over mining 1t the pur-
pole of this Admonition, with due regarding;
Circumftances and Prefumptions, aceording to the
nature of the Motion, ll the Barrels were broughe
into Light, and order was taken to drive the
Devils out of their Den, the Materials out of their
Opportunities, and the Pioneers from all poffibility
of effeCting the Powder-works.

The purpofe of thefe Gallants qui pafeuntuy fre-
fere, was to fealt their Eves with the fight of our
dead Carcafes; for fince they were no Doves, but
Ravens, the lefs wonder that they did fequi cada-
vera: But now by God’s Providence i1t comes to
pafs, that cheir Limbs feed the Fowls of the Air;
unlefs, the curfe of God, the putrefaction of Sin,
and horror of the Faét, move all the Creatures
of God to loath and abhor to look wupon
them. )

The fame fly Serpent that feduced Ewe (by the
deceitful bait of underftanaing Good and Evil)
to tranfgrefs, induced fome of thefe (I doubt
not) to undertake more gallantly, upon hope to
be reputed holy Angels in this Lite (in cale their
Enterprife fucceeded happily) or Martyrs in the
next, if it fell out otherwife, But by evident Con-
fuflion 1t appears, that the very Night wherein
the Powder fhould have wrought the defperate
Effect, either the Light of Reafon, the Horror
of Vexation, or the Power of Revclation, pre-

lented,
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fented to’ Robert Winter ina Dream, the faces.of : Virgin, - (whofe Picture 'Percy. did - forembrace)
his chief Friends, and the higheft Traitors that . (yhich fhall fet forth to.the World’s End-the Me-
‘fhould have ated Execution upon the bloody. .mory of Chrift’s Incarnation, whom the Traitors
Stage, in fuch a ghaftly and ugly Figure, more .. would have; wounded thro’the Side of his Lieu-
like to that. salus Genins which appeared unto. temant in the.Seat of Majefty,san A&t did pafs
" Brutus the Night before his Death, or the Face  in,Parliament, for the blowing up of thefe Mon-

~ of Heftor that appeared unto Andremache, or the .

Countenance which they themfelves held after-

ward upon the Pinacles of the Parliament, than to.

" that Figure of Beartitude, by which their own
. fantattical Conceits and alluding Apprehenfions
were too much flattered,

" frights by Dreams, & per wiflones” borrorem con-
cutzt, and by Vilions fhakes the Mind with Horror:
but befide, this ground out of the Book of Wil-
dom can never fal, as I faid before, that cium
timida fit wequitia, dat tefiimoninm condemnnticnis »
Wickednefs gives evidence of Condemnation, be-
caufe it is timorous, Bt femper prefuint frii por-
turbata confeientia.

While the wifeft in this wicked Pack (upon
the Difcovery made by that worthy Lord of whom
I {pake before) began to lay their Heads together,
and in a Staggering with great uncertainty what
Courfe to take, ftood with the King of Badyion,
as the Poet fays, 7 bivio querentes divinationziiy
fome doubting, fome fecuring, fome hoping,
fome defparing, and all fetting the Caufe 1n fuch
a Courfe, as in cafe Perey their Explorator (that
was lct out like a Raven, and fent as a Spy to
defcry by the beft Inducements he could find,
whether the State took hold of their Difcoverics
or not) brought back ill news, a Ship might b:
prepared on the fudden for the tranfport of this
his Pack, God dazzled their Eyes with fo dark
a mift of Error and Perplexity, as they could not
find the right way to get out of the Wood ; and
their Prophet Percy by {ecuring doubts at his re-
tarn, infpired new Life into dead Hopes, that the
Project for fpeedy rigeing of a Ship was carelefly
caft off, and Error left to make full SatisfaCtion by
Suffering. IFor God, that caufed the hrft Veffel to
be built by Noab for the faving of thofe eight
faithful, pure and fele€ed Souls, that fhould
with Time renew the World which Stn had drown-
ed in the depths of Defpair, would not permit that
any other of that Mould or Fabrick, fhould pre-
ferve thefe eight uniaithful, unpure and detefted
Souls, whofec End was to deftroy this pixgdxeapmss
of our Euglifh Orb, which hath been {o ftrongly,
fo often, and fo powerfully protected under the
Wings of his Tendernels.

As Foab kiffed Abner when he gave him the
Stab, Fezabel proclaimed a Faft when fhe cut Na-
both’s Throat, and Tudas kifled our Saviour when
his End was only to betray him to the Pharifees:
So Percy, the right Limb of Lucifer, pretended

For, it is not only .
true that God, as Fob fays, teriet per fomnia, af-

{ters and their Hopes, that by an At which never
had :the Voice of any Member of the Parliament,
would have blown vp both Houfes.

To your own drift and purpofe, Mafter Garner,
in recommending that antient Hymo, tfed on
the Day of all Saints,

Gentem anferte perfidasn
Credentium de fintbus

for a peedy Difpatch of many Innocents, that
God, which converts both the Labours and the
Prayers of the Wicked .into Sin, and refleteth
Exccrations of Infidclity upon the Heads of thofe
that execrate.and curie withont jult ground, gave
Satisfaction, tho’in a contrary LElement s purging
the prefent State of Catefty, Percy, and their

Complices, which may truly be reckoned, and re-

puted above all Men that ever were, Gens: perf-

diffime, tranfcending all Proportions cither of pre-
cedent or future Immanity. As for your Fervency

in {wearing and forfwearing manifet Untruths,

and {uch as you were forced afterwards to confefls
_with a blufhing Countenance, it proceeded as I think
from a reverent Regard to fhadow great Faults,
“which breaking out of Chass into Light, might caft
Scandal as you thought upon your whole Socicty.
And this T gather evidently, as well out of your
own -Speeches, as out of your Requeft; that the
Cenfure of. your Weaknefs might determine per-
fonally, within the Compafs of your Fault. But
we receive a farther Benefitr thereby in diftinguifh-
ing between the Proteftations of plain Dealers,
‘and of thofe that are taught to equivocate 3 to
mark thofe that pronounce verbally, when they
renounce mentally, and thofe that in
Faét are not ranged unto the Rules of Faith ;
and the Civil Laws have refolved, both juftly
and judicioufly, that Conftrution ought ever to be
made againft the Party that comes mafked to the
Bar, and fpeaks ambiguoufly
when he fhould fpeak plainly for Satisfaétion.

point of

upon Advantage,

I dare undertake, it was certainly conceived

by you Mr. Garnet, and by Mr. Hall your Fellow-
Prifoner both in Profeffion and Bands, that if by

any Accident you might confer but half an Hour

after you had pafled the File of their Examina-

tions, that had both yuu and your Caufe 1n hand,
the Lips of Scandal would have been. fealed and
fhut up {o clofe, as nothing might evaporate to
emblemifh Oaths, fince the Lords of the Commif-
fion forbearing Torture, deait fo tenderly 5 and

with a Colour of Devotion to kifs the Image of thereupon you found a fecond vent of Whifpering

the bicfled Virgin, after he had plighted Faith and
Promife to his Complices, by blowing up the
Body of the State, to deftroy the King, who Is
tndeed the facred Image of the eternal Son. But
God, whole holy purpofe was to publifh to the
World how far his Blefled Mother is from coun-
tenancing and protcfting Traitors, that by ap-
poling to his Dzputy revolt from him, branded
this At of Hypocrify with {fo palpable a Mark
for an Admonition .ceverlaiting to well-meaning
Souls, that are oftentimes furprized in their Weak-
nefs, by fulfe feeming {hews of Piety, when the Prac-
‘tices are foul, as on that very Fealt of the Blefled

N

between two Doors, but with no better Proof by
this Adventure than by the reft, For your former
Refervednefs, being now encouraged and urged by
the Spur of Opportunity, became {o confident 1n
running beyond it felf thro’ the chiet Points
whereof the State was molt eager and delirous to
take certain Notice at that time, as they that
could not reap, might glean, and many Shifts
and fubtil Traverfes were over-wrought by this
Occafion, which could not be extradted out of your

Breaft either by Intreaty or Induftry,
By writing to the Pope in a Chriitian and hum-

ble manner for the tempering and cooling. of hot
Humours
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Humours of fome giddy-headed Catholicks by his
Apoftolick Authority, left they might caufe Di-
{temper in the State, carried in appearance a great
likelihood of that Obedience and Patience which
the Word of God enjoins, and was accordingly
divulged both by you Mr. Garuet, and many o-
thers of your Suit, for the Satisfaction of their
Conceits that were fufpicious of your plain Faith :
But many grew to Fear by the Forewarnings
which Watfon left before his Death, that this was
buta Vifard of Invention todazzle Truft: And moft
grew fufpicious of a Mifchief imminent, tho’ they
knew not what it was: The World heard Ru-
mours of a Feat to be wrought for the Catho-
licks in Parliament, tho’ they could not under-
{tand the Mean, and Experience hath taught the
Ground of this fubmiflive Letter to the Pope, af-
ter the beftowing of all the Barrels among the
Piles of Wood, to have only proceeded out of
Fear, that fuch another hot Alarm as arofe 1n
IVales about the giddy Mutinies of fome hight Ca-
tholicks might awake rhofe Eyes of Argos that
weire brought into fo {wect a Slumber by the Pipe
of Mercury, and put all Vifes and Devices out of
Frame, that were to work with Leifure, Silence,
and Repole in the great hellifh Enterprize,

Thus God mntended mercifully the profperous
and happy Defeat of Achitgphel’s Device, was
content that the firft Contrivers fhould put it to
the higheft Proof, that upor Difcovery the Prac-
tice might be more clear, the State more fecure,
and the Fault more inexcufable. For bomo ini-
micus the envious Man fows his Tares fo flily and
fecretly at the firft, as the Eye of Obfervation
cannot reach to the depth of Fraud; but like Ba-
ftard-flips, the higher they grow, the more evi-
dently they difcover the true Parent’s Impiety,

Greenwell defining more the good Succefs of
this Invention, than the planting of the Roman
Faith, enjoined Bates in the Secret of Confeffion to
reveal the Purpofe to no Prieft; fo jealous and
fufpictous he was (in refpect of the Main) both
of Weaknefs and Error in his own Confort : and
you Mr. Garnet, no lefs provident in thofe Things
which concerned your own Safety or Reputation,
or as it 1s faid by one fpiteful alike with you,

Subfedit dubius totam dum colligit irain

torbad Greenwell to give the leaft inkling to Catef-
by of your Privity to the Proceeding, tho’ you
were made acquamted with the matter in genera-
lity. And more, when you were aflured of a
likelihood of good Succefs by Catefly’s own En-
couragement, ({o much wifer are the Children of
this World, that do rather fapere que funt carnis,
than fentire que funt [piritus, as Paul forewarns,
than the Children of Light, but this is only in
their own Generation) you were fo careful out of
fear to be furprifed with a Lye, (as the wicked
Judges were by Daniel upon the Queftion fub qua
arbore, under what Tree) and that your Confeffions
might be confonant, that the Quinteffence of Wit
fublimed to the higheft Point, could not work
more preciely and more punctually for preven-
tion of Difcovery by orderly Digeftion of all
Occafions or Directions, than you did by this
Preparative. But againft the firoke of Providence
all Counter-practices are vain : for dies diei ernfiat
verbum, & wox noffi indicat fcientiam, as may ap-
pear by that nudes teftium, that Cloud of Witnefles,

which turning to a Scorifb Mift, hath not only
- h

wet both your felf and your Fellows to the Skin,
but befide, made all their thameful Parts fo ma-
nifeft, (even to vulgar Eyes, that were to aét
upon the bloody Stage) as the Priefts themfelves
appeaching one another, and falling out to be
fworuan flagitiorum proditores, were as much deceived
in the theorick of Truft, as the Lay Difciples were
in the practick of Confpiracy.

For it is no lefs ftrange than true, that the pow-
erful God (which by his Word aflureth us that the
Birds of Heaven fhall bring thofe Projets and
Inventions to Light, thatare contrived in the fecret
Thought, or privy Cabinet of any wicked and falfe-
hearted Subjet againft the King) hath fo fitted
and prepared Inftraments of Overtures, asthe Myf-
teries which paffed in Confeffion between the
Priefts themfelves (revealed by themfelves) come
this Day and in this renowned Place to be {canned
and cenfured.

I will now thut up this Audit of Demonftrations
which we defcry God’s Anger (working almolt
miraculoufly in the Tranfmutation of Subftances
and Change 'of Properties for accomplifhment of
his own juft Ends) with the higheft Objeét of your
wicked Aim, which was the deftruction of the
moft juft, learned, bountifal, temperate, and
tender-hearted King, (I may fpeak it on my Con-
fcience without bale Flattery) that ever was ran-
ked either in the Englifb or the Scotifb Regifter:
his Right, his Heart, his Tongue, hath withed
Happinefs, and brought Security to this State ;
which if you and your Confederates difdain or wil-
fully reject, his own good Withes fhall return to
himfelf, and the Dult of thofe harmles Feet,
that never were wveloces ad effundendum  fangui-
nem, {wift or hafty to fhed Blood, fhall raife a
Cloud between you and that eternal Judee in the
dreadful Day, to plague your Ingratitude. For
what 15 the Fault (in the Name of God) that
can offend the moft precife and captious Conceits
(excepting Conicience, for which he muft neicher
account to Brumo or Ignatius, but to God alone)
wherein the King may be faid to have caft Duft
in their Eyes, that were moft violent and diligent
in preparing Fuel, and making Fire for the facri-
ficing of a Lamb, whofe innocent Blood, like that
of Abel, would have cried for Vengeance in the
Ear of God, againft the curfed Crew of all the
Confpirators, if their Succefs had been fortunate ?

By the way, I cannot ceafe to wonder at the
Providence and Piety of this thrice happy King,
this Pacator Orbis, (the real Attribute of Conflan-
tine) who feeketh to eftablith the Throne of his
Dominton and Power, neither with the three Feet
of Apolls’s Stool at Delphos, which his own In-
terpreters have underftood of Nimblenefs, Obfer-

‘vation and Subtilty ; nor only with the Lions and

Lions Whelps, that garnifhed the fix Steps afcend-
ing to the Chair of Solgmon, to fiir up Magnani-
mity, both in young and old, but according to
the Rules and antient Prefcripts of our Englifh Go-
vernment, with the three Piles of Confcience,
Honour, and the People’s Love; and that fo fted-
faitly, as the Sons of Belial have neither Hope nor
Poffibility of compafling their own Delires, with-
out cutting off thefe Three, that is Bifhops,
Peers, and Commons at one Blow, ut cefpes nnus
(5 Regem nofirum, € Rempub, tegeret.  Theretore
hold not the Peril ftrange wherein you ftand at
this prefent, of another kind of Triplicity fpeci-
fied by Selemon, for proportionable Punifbment
of your barbaraus affeftion in Working (by the

Quintefience
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Quinteflence of Inhumanity) the Ruin both of the Nights or the Days pafs over their Heads more

Prince and State, for Funiculus triplex non facile
sumpitur. For to Men of uncertain Wits and
Aims, it happens often in Experience, That by
the leaft fwerving either of the Eye of Judgment,
or of the Hand of Uf:, inftead of the White of
Ambition, they hit point-blank the Mark of Exe-
cution : Therefore no Man fhall be able to avow
either in the prefent or the futare Time, that they
which {it as Judges in this Cafe of execrable Treafon,
wafh their Hands with Pilate in Hypocrify, when
you and your Confederates that ftand forth to be
tried, cannot wafh your own Hands with the Pro-
phet David, inter Innocentes, among thofe that are
innocent.

Princes ufe not to tafte Offers without Affays:
We cannot admit your Obftinacy in refuling to
pledge the Health of this whole Eltate; and no
Man knows better (Mr. Garnet) than your {felf,
by what Writ true Men are warranted 71 poculp
quod nobis mifcuiftis, mifrere vobis duplum, to give
you double Meafure of the Draught which you
had prepared for the State’s Deftruttion ; when
your Purpofe was (if Courfes had fuited to your
wifh) that i¢ fhould begin from them. By this it
appears, That virtutis curfus (1t that were in you
which the World did imaginc) was celerior quain
«tatisy that your Life hath overrun your Loyalty.

It is hard for a Man {o many ways engaged to
a Prince, and for {0 many Favours as my felf, to
cut evenly between Alfettion and Truth, or to
provide fo tenderly by Preoccupation, as no Spi-
der may fuck Poilon out of a Rofe: but jeffa ¢ff
alea, and therefore fince it is neither my delight to
fow foft Pillows under Princes Elbows, nor the
King’s defire that his trufty Servants and true
Counfellors thould with the glofing Prophets in
the Days of Miceb utter placentia potins quam fo-
lida, I would only crave that Liberty which is
afforded 1n Caf: of private Perfons to Affettions
that are moft indifferent, which is to prefent his
Picture to the Eye of Obfervation in true Colours
and Proportions, without {werving too far on ei-
ther hand, (becaufe he muft ever be iniguus dig-
attatis Fudex, qui aut 1mvidet aut mininm favet)and
to wipe away the Wrong which hath been done to
him, (and hereafier may by falfe Afperfions, from
the Pencils of prejudicate Conceit) awake my
Spirits in dilcharge of Duty, befide Obligations of
Grace, to raife my Compals thus high at the leaft,
and to lend my ftrongeft Arms and beft Endea-
vaurs to the jult Defence of a moft juft and wor-
thy King, furioufly and unjuftly fer upon. What
Spirit moved you and yours (Mr, Garnet) to dif-
folve the Quiet of a State, that never conceived you
in her Waoinb, with a purpofe that (like the brood
of Vipers) vou fhould make your Iffue into Life
by eating out the Bowels of the Dam that gave
you both Creation and Nourifhment? for 1t could
not be, but the Commonwealth in ipfa vindifa Ii-
bertatis, as yours termed 1t, effet peritura, when
Catefby and his defperate Rout meant not fidigere
noffram tirbem, as the Athenian Orator faith of Phi-
lip, fed funditus evertere ; well knowing that thofe
that efcaped, to be Slaves meque voluerunt effe, ne-
que potueruns.  What ailed you to mine into the
ftrongeft Fort of your dear Countrymen, who
living by the Temper of the King’s Affeftions un-
der Libra, that 1s as much as under the Golden-
Line of Juftice, Moderation, and Grace, can
hardly judge out of their own Affection, whether
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happily. For neither is it poffible at this Day for
Virgo, that barren Sign, to endanger us by Orbity
or Age, nor for Zaurus the Bull to goar our Sides
with Anticipation, nor for Scorpio to fting us in the
Heart, nor for Sagittarius to wound us in the Reins,
nor Aries the Roman ngine to butt with his of-
fenfive Head at the Walls of our High-Court of
Parliament: Tempeftas abiit, & ecce nova faifa [unt
oinnia. |

At his Majefty’s firft Entrance he found us em-
broiled and greatly weakened by the deeply fef-
tered long running Ulcer of a lalting War 3 what
was the Cure? A beam of Wifdom feafonably de-
rived from the Practice and Experience of the
wifelt King that ever was, to conclude a Peace
cum omnibus Nationibus in circuitu, that every faith-
ful Subjedt might enjoy the fhade of his own Lig-
tree, and the Fruit of his own Vine from Dan to
Beerfbeba, 1 do eafily believe, Mr. Garsnet, that
this Courfe was nothing agreeable to your Affec-
tions and Ends, that fought a greater Gain by
fithing in Streams that were more troubled ; and
fitting on a bare Bough, like the Raven when the
Lion and the Leopard came forth to fight, began
bravely to found a Point of War, in hope that
whether of both thefe had che worft, one fhould
ferve for a Prey for him to feed upon. And with
the wicked Crew 1n Lucan your Prayer was,

Non pacemn petimus Superi date gentibus iras

but were of another Mind and Hope to make you
pine a good while longer at the Calms of our
Repofe, before you put us into thele Diftempers,
that have made your own beft Friends, and fair-
eft Fortunes abfolutely defperate ; to whom fo
far as in Modefty you could afk, I may fay with
Paterculus, quod tumultuando adipifei petiifiis, quiete
obtuliffet Refpudlica. Peace 1s the Mark wherear
the Holy Ghoft would have all religious Affettions
toaim: It is the Razor that cuts the Throat of
crying Sins; it is the good Angel that drives
Horror out of the Confcience of every Chriftian,
when Dcath threatens to arrefts it is the chiefeft
Badge by which our Saviour would have his true
Difciples known from Hypocrites; and it is both
the richeft and the laft Jewel which departing
hence to his Father, he left to his Spoufe the
Church for a Legacy., And therefore our Prayer
by oppofition to your Exorciim muit be thus,

Nulla falus bello, pacem te pofcimus omies,

But how long isit, I pray you, Mr. Garzet,
fince the Heart of every faithful Subjet in this
Kingdom was ready to break with a fearful Con-
templation of thofe Rocks, upon which the Vef-
fels of all Fortunes both publick and particular
were likely to have run, at what time foever
Deborab was to walk the ways of all Flefh, and to
be laid up to reft in the Grave of her Anceftors;
for want of a certainly defigned Succeffor, upon
whom Ifrae/ might only fix their Eyes, both for
Satisfaction in Confcience, and infallible Direftion
to Loyalty ? In thofe Days the State was charged
by all your Pens and Pamphlets with an uncivil,
or rather an unchriftian Facilicy in flattering the
prefent time, with Peril to the time to come, in
preferring Humours perfonal before real Plagues,
and in {ettling the whole weight of this State upon
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the Staff of Age, with no lefs Confidence than 1if
it had been a Pole of Eternity. You could then
infinuate for the kindhng of undutiful Affec-
tions at home, how deeply both the Queen fhould
be charged in another Day for fetting the King-
dom’s Reft upon the weak Cards of her own parti-
cular Refpects; and others for inclining fo much
out of awe to the Predominance of Times; as
without the Work of God’s powerful Hand, their
Fear might have been the Caufe of the State’s
Overthrow, Nothing was then more rife in the
Mouths of many Catholicks, than the Wrong that
was done to the true and lawful Iffue of that worthy
Queen, who (inftead of digging up a Turf accord-
1ng to the manner) made her Grave an Entry in
her Son’s behalf to the Fide of thefe Crowns; as
it fhe fhould have faid with the Congueror when
he took a £l ac his B0t Landing, Terram capio :
by laying down her Life, fhe took a formal Li-
very and Seifin for her Son, her Life I fay, more
precious than either my Mind sable to apprehend,
or my Pen o deliver.

Give me leave therefore to enquire of you in:
the Phrafe of Perd, and rather with true Zeal than
detracting Spleen, O isfenfati Galate, quis ves
Tufeitazit won chedive weritati 2 O ye fenfelels Gala-
trans, wio hath (fince that) ftirred up your Pal-
fions againdt Obedicnce to Truth, and moved you
1 this manaer to abbor the moft cordial Re-
cetps for Cure of 1nvererate Infirmities, as if they
were compounded of Cologniztzida, which in hatred
of Time paft you only fought, as your only Re-
florattves? For the’ every Man that had in bis
head either half a Drchmy of Difcretion, or the
eaft Scruple of common Senfe, knew very well
what fliould become of thofe which in the Pay
of Demonftration durft proteft with Sh:ba the Son
of Belial by Sound of Trumpet, arllamn [ibi effe
partein in David, neque hereditatein in filio Feffe s
that fince they had netther partin David, nor in-
heritance in the Son of Feffe, it were free to ffiae!
o return to thelr Pavilionsy Yetr I muft confefs
that the wier fort 7 eizncar cventum (to make the
Foundation more fure) would have purchafed the
publick Sarisfaction in this Degree at an exceflive
Rare, which was {uporefied by the Strength of
paw, and overcalt with a2 Cloud of Sulpicion,
Weare not 1gnorant in thole Days, Mr, Garaet,
how many ¢id expect with Efan, diem [adis for
opportunity of Revenge, We knew both in what
manner, and by what means fome heavy Bodies,
and more heavy Spirits were in hope to raife
themfclves like Buftards in fallow Fields ¢7 tur-
i, hy the ftrength of a Whirlwind, to that
height woich Ambition (void of due Confidera-
ton) did foolifhly afle&t.

It 1s evident that [fhmacl would have been
ffaac’s Pray-fellow 5 and every day more Argu-
menis were brought to light of a firong Delire
in many Minds, That Eteocles and Polynices might
make parttion of taetr Inheritance acuto ferro, with
a [harp cutiing Sword : But as Paterculus reports
of the Security of the Rosan Empire, otherwife
than was expected, after the Death of Auguftus,
we fele not fo much as a quivering of that Com-
monwealth, of whole Ruin we ftood in fo greac
Year, tama fuit urnins virt odajeffas, ut nec bonis,
neque contra malos opis aranis foret: For fo great
was the Majefty of one Man, that not fo much as
thole that were dutiful, needed Weapons againft

thole that were traitorous 5 for whatfoever he pro-

teCted was fafe;, and whatfoever he rejeéted did

only perifh.

And thanks be given to God, we are now fo
fate and thorowly {ecured from foreign Groans and
pining Fears by thefe fweet Olive-buds which en-
vironed the Mercy-Seat, as Dolenien may indeed
dolere, that by no kind of Inftiument he can dolare,
that is, boar or wimble into this glorious and grace-
ful Stock, wherein he would inoculate the Grisfs
of his {tinging Grievances.

Agamy, 1t cannot be denied, That the State of
this ftrong Ifland, 1f it be confidered by Integrity
and Union of Parts, was in a manner paralycical
(lo long as Scotland was divided from this Realm of
England as it were in half) by Privation as well of
Motion, as of Senfe: And by reafon of Obftruc-
tions in divided Heads (that ftop the free Courfs
and Paffage of the Spirits thro’ all and every part
and Member of the Main from Prefervation of
Health and Strength) 1t was like to fall by the
leaft Diftemper fympromatical into a dead Apo-
plexy. It wasa Work of Mercy in our Saviour
to cure manum aridam, 1 mean aridem in vefpect
of the fmall ufe to us, tho’ ative, firong and pow-
erful for it felf. It was an A& of Policy in Cefar
to thut up the back Door that let in the Germans
to the dilturbance and difguiet of thofe Paris in
Ganl.  And great Wifdom it was once in Szverus,
to part thofe from us with a Wall of Hoftility,
whom fince a more divine Hand hath happily
faftened to us in eternal Fraternity : For the Holy
Ghoft accounteth it a Curfe to ftand alone, becaute
he cannot be fure of his next Neighbour to take
him up: The Branch bears Fruit no Jonger than
it continues in the natural and proper Vine, fud
with the fame Sap, {trengthened from the fame
Root, cut and pruned by the fame Vinetor, Thus
Ezgland and Scotlond are the Twins of Hypscrates,
that muft ever laugh and weep together; they
are the Caffor and Pollux that mult ever rife and
fer together ;5 they are the two Hands of one Body
Natural and Politick, that ought both to wath cne
another’s Spots, and {fupply Weaknefles : T'o con-
clude, they are that cor and ceredrun, thar Heart
and Brain, fo faltened and knit rogether in Harmo-
ny and Correfpondencies, that without a perfz®
Union of both, it 1s not poffible for the Ifle of
Britein to move with Power, to feel with Tender-
nefs, or to breathe in Security,

Our Anceftors defired to have feen this happy
Day, (I will not fay as dbrabam defired the Days
of Chrift, left the Comparifon might perhaps
feem over-bold, but yet as they that live unier
the Pole defire to {ee the Sun which is familiar, ) as
may appear by Treaties between Princes in the
Times of {ome of our wifeft Kings, as the Third
and Seventh Henries: And again, by the Conti-
nuance of that earneft Inftance of the Eighth, for
a Match between the young Queen Mary and
Prince Edward hiseldeft Son, upon eafy Conditions.
The Letts in former Times proceeded in part fron:
the practice of foreign Potentates, envying the
Greatnefs of united Crowns; and in part irom
the Flaws of Domeftick Faftions within the Be-
dies of both Kingdoms, neglecting the Benefit of
Opportunity thus offered upon the light Imprefiions
of private Fears, God him{elf beftowed this Uni-
on between the Realms of Ifrael and Fudah (fe-
ver’d much after the {ame Meafure and Propor-
rion that ours have been {o long) as the ftrongeft

Pledge of Favour, and the richelt Blefing of eter-;
nal
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nal Bounty that his loving Kindnels could confer
upon both States, nf effer Rex unus omnibus impe-
rans, ut non effent ultra due gentes, nec dividerentur
amplius in dwo regue: that there might be but
one King to reign indifferently over all, that they
might no longer be reputed two Nations 3 and
with a further Condition, That from that time
forward, they fhould be no mote divided into two
Monarchies.

Many Motives of Encouragement have heen
propounded, many Satistactions to Jealouly have
been tendered, many Inftruments of excellent
Advantage have been fet on work in former
Times, but to fmall Effedt, fo long as Wifdom
rather debated, than Right determined 3 and be-
fides, for that nondum tempus a fomno furgere : but
our Age is that plenstudo temporis, that full Period
of Time wherein fo many working Cauvfes and
Inducements draw to one Conclufion of Equality
in Happinefs tn both Eftates, as unlefs we will
embale what our Anceftors with lefs Advantage
did improve, difable what they did admire, reject
what they did recommend, and in a fort repel the
Grace of God which knocketh at our Door, we
mult acknowledge, Now fecife Deum taliter omni
aationi, That God hath not dealc thus with every
Nation. For our Rex pacificus, our Delicie Bri-
tamne gentis, our Leo Rubens, (which according
to Meriin's Prediction, was tohold 1n one Paw the
Battlements of New Zroy, 1n another Sylvan
Caledoniam, which can level in common Sepfe at
no other Prince that wielded the Scepter of this
State before} hath by God’s blefled Providence
as well united the Parts of England, Scotiand and
Ireland, n one Body of Dominion, as the Lines
of Edgar, Fergus the Conqueror, Mac Morragh,
and Cadwallader in one Center of Conjunétion, and
thereby compounded out of many Waters, that
Margaritain pretiofanny for the compaffing whereof
rather than it fhould efcape our Hands, we ought
to purchale it at as high a Rate, as the wife Mer-
chant chd that other in St, Luke, qui, inventa una
pretiofa Margarita, abiit, F vendidit omnia que ba-
buit, ut emeret eam : having found one precious
Pearl among the reft, went and fold all that he
poflefled in the World befide, to purchafe it

I refemble the rare Object of the King our Ma-
fter’s aim, (in feeking to unite and knit together
all his Subjects Affections, Scopesand Endeavours,
Nodo indiffolubili, to this End chiefly, that it may
not relt hereafter 1n the power of Fleth to fever
what hath been conjoined by the Hand of Grace)
rather Margarete than to any other Jewel of great
Price, becaufe her Name was Margaret, by whom
his Majefty derives his lineal Defcent by juft Title
of the Saxon Kings. Her Name was Margaret,
that being eldeft Daughter to King Henry VII. in-
vefted in the Blood of our dear Sovereign King
Fames, the moft ablolutely and radically united
Interel of the two renowned Families of Zork
and Lancafler : whereln we are to note ex abun-
dante, that at the Point prefixed of one hundred
Years, in which this worthy Princels was con-
veyed, by a locky Match for this renowned Ifland,
to her Hufband Fames IV. her Royal Offspring;
Fames VI, our matchléfs Sovereign, made his
happy Entrance into the poffeffion of all thefe
Crowns with a chearful Jubilee, I would be glad
for my private Comfort, and in grateful Duty to
the gracious Bounty of this blefled Line, (if 1t be
lawful to intermingle corpus opacum with {o many
glorious Afpets) in a light touch to record and
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view the Revolutions and Fortunes of my own
Family., For as the Duke of Norfolk was a for-
ward Minifter in attending this great Princefs (by
the wife King’s Direction) to the full accomplithing
of the nuptial Solemnity; fo his Heir in the
third Degree; by Mifconftruétion of humble
Thoughts, and witty Workmanthip upon weak
Sufpicion, was drawn into the Lofs both of Life
and State, for gazing too much upon the gleams
of this rifing Glory; ahd our Royal Sovereign
(the true and lawful Heir of that peerlefs Marga-
ret, on whom the Service did attend) referved by
Deftiny to reftore the Honour of that fading
Houfe, which was overcaft with a Cloud of Scorn,
and as 1t were to lay new FEarth to the Root of
that faplefs Tree whofe Leaves were fallen, and
the faireft Branches withered. Of my felf, on
whom it hath pleafed my moft gracious Mafter
and dear Sovereign, to calt more Favour than ei-
ther fub fpe I could merit, or 7n re I can utter,
this only fhall be faid in acknowledgement of Fa-
vour and Admiration of Grace,

Ultimus hic ego fuin qui quan bené, quam male, nolo
Dicere, qui de me judicet, alter erit,

The Name of the late old Countefls of Lenox
was alfo Margaret, by whom as Daughter to the
Queen of Seotland, by an Earl of Angus in a fecond
Match, the younger Branch of that Princely Line
was thorowly lncorporate into the Perfon of the
King on his Father’s fide, for a ftronger Union,
if it were poflible, both of Blood and Intereft,
and for a double Ornament of his Royal Progeny.
She was no Margaret 1 confels, but a worthy
Mary, that in the laft Defcent covered fermentum
acceptumm, the Leaven which fhe had received by
Defcent into Three Kingdoms, as the difcreet
Woman in the Gofpel did her own into three
Lumps of Dough, till by her bleffed Iffie, Foun-
der of our perpetual Quiet, they might be all
thorowly and compleatly leavened.

Now to draw to the Conclufion, which is the
Knot of thefe united Ends, that 15 that worthy

Sovereign, to whom
De naftris annis fibi Fupiter augeat annos,

Thatyouand your Difciples, Mr, Garnet, in reward
of {o great Merit of this Ifland, were {o hafty to
blow up by your Powder-Plots into a2 higher Re-
gion, than that wherein his Throne was by God |
eftablithed, together with thofe very Walls,
which as I find by antient Record, were firft by
the Holy Confeffor St. Edward raifed, of whofe
Family his Majefty defcends, that one King might
be burled, and the chief of his Race deftroyed
within the Compafs of one Monument, Buthow-
{foever Mr, Garnet was willing to forget that this
Place was once fanctified for a Refuge and Re-
treat to all forts of Perfons in Diftrefs, by his own
Canons; yet God that would not deftroy Fudab
for his Servant David’s {ake, his Providence in
like fort purpofing to continue the Piety of that
blefled King in this faireft Branch of his Defcent;
the Juftice of that Divine Majefty holding it an
A& of Atheifm to caft tot Margaritas porcis, {o
many Pearls to Swine, or Sanffum canibus, that
which is Holy to Dogs, hounded the Malice of
thefe gracelefs Imps within fo narrow Streights,
as 1t refted not in their power by the Murder of
our King to flain the Confeflor’s Walls with his
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own Blood, or under the Vizard of St. Edward’s
Profeflion, to extirp the Roots of St. Edward's
Pofterity. For in the Proverbs we are certainly
affured, that domus jufferum permanebit, the Houle
or Generation of the Juft fhall continue: But it
falls out in a better Confequence, That the Skull
of faithlels Percy thould ftand Centinel where he
was once Captain Pioneer 5 and Lambeth fhould
now be Catefby’s Horizon, that was his Arfenal:
And their giddy Pates are left zanguam malus ha-
vis, like the Maft of a Ship, to ufe the Prophet’s
Phrafe, to warn Paffngers by what juft Difafter
thefe roving Pirates came to their unhappy End 4
efpecially for feeking the Golden-Fleece, not by
Fafo's Merit, but by Medea’s Sorcery.

To conclude, we may learn of the wife Man,
That there can be neither Wildom, nor Counfel,
againft God. The Ribs of a crazed Veffil are
too weak to bruife the Rock which they rufh up-
on. We four Affes to no purpofe, when God’s
- Angel 15 ad oppefitin,  Facob having fhrunk a
Sinew, halted all the days of his Life, after he
wreltled o long and to fo little purpofe with God
Onmnipotent.  Men are fure to gain no more than
their own Smart, that kick againt the Thorn : In
fuch Attempts it 1s neither in him that wills, nor
i him that runs, but in God that fhews Mercy
to thofe that direét themfelves according to Dif-
cipline: for Sertes wittuntur in Sinum, the Lots
are caft into the Lap, but it is God that difpofeth
the Lottery. Tho’ your purpofe were all one
with Abab and Fezalel, in feeking to cut the
‘Throat of Naboth {or his Ground : Tho’ you gave
out your Hymn before this holy Aét, as they pro-
clarmed a religious Faft: Tho’ you made your
felves fick (as Abab did) with Anguifh and Vexa-
non, becaule you could not have your Wills; yet
fjince you could neither occidere nor pofidere, your
Luck was worle than theirs : For by God’s power-
ful and preventing Grace, you were thraft as well
from all the Means and Advantages of killing
whom you hated, as of poffefling what you co-
veted, It were good theretore that (upon fo many
plain Experiments) you would confefs with cer-
tan Wanderers in the Book of Wifdom, Laffates
effe wos, that you arc wearied and over-laboured
in thele crooked ways, and have been ever fince
you leaped out of Via regia, the King’s High-way,
which neither leads to Dithonour, nor ends in
Mifery. Nothing is more proper Materie, 1o
Matter, than to flow (fay the Philofophers) #iff 2
forina fiftitur, unlefs it be ftayed and fixed by the
Form; nor any thing more proper to Humanity,
(according to the Rule of Truth) than to err,
if Grace dire® it not.  Mabomet confeffeth in his
Alcoran, That the Throne of Chrift was raifed by
Patience, his by Revenge ; that by Miracles,
his by Tyranny, The Modefty and Picty of
Chriftians afflicted for the Point of Confcience in
the Time of Zertullian, appears by the Reafon
which he gives of their Abftinence ¢ fitffocato &5
fanguine, that 1s, ne quo fenguine conlaminarentur,
vel intra wifcera fepulto 5 that they might admit no
Pollution by Blood, tho’ it were buried within
their Bowels, |

Pardon me, Mr. Garwet, tho’ I doubt whether
in the Point of Confcicnce alone, you would vo-
luntarily and refolutely abide the Saw of Efzy, the
Bolts of Jeremy, the Gibbet of Peter, the Sword
ot Faines, or the floning of St. Stephen, much lefs
make a Gathering among thofe of your Profef-
fion, toward the preparing of an humble Sacri-
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fice for the Life of Nebuchadnezzar (as you efteem
the King) that with the Rage of a Tiger fought
his Life, and waxed thus impatient of that foft
and eafy Hand, which it pleafed him in his gra-
ctous Compaflion and Tendernefs, before the late
intended Tragedy, to hold over you; fo thar
with Seneca you mught juftly fay, Nibil felicitati
mee deeral, nifi moderatio ¢jus, Thole golden
Comforts of the Prophets to contrite Offenders,
ought at this time to be of greater Eftimation and
Value in your Thoughts, than all the Treafures of
the Vasican, You cannot fteer the Ship of your
crazed Confcience more fafely in this fharp Storm
(which hath been raifed by your felves) than by
the Council of Ladantins, which doth warrant,
That to Minds truly penitent, Optimus portus eff
mulalio confilii, Change of Refolution is the beft
Haven and fafeft Harbour.  Alfter an humble ac-
knowledgment of a grievous Sin 7ir fratres veftres,
acgainft your Brethren, with the Sons of Facod,
and withal, that for this Caufe chiefly Tribuiation
hath taken hold of your higheft Top: Iirfl, yield
unfeigned Thanks to Almighty God for preventing
this deftrudtive Projett, that would have caft fo
great a weight of Judgment upon your Soul, and
for turning your il Purpofe to his Honour:
Then thank your merciful and tender-hearted
King, who fecks not to furprize you fuddenly, as
Levi did Sichem, Quando dolor vulneruin erat gra-
viffiinus 3 as you would have dealt with him; and
to affault you 1n the greateft Horror and the
fharpeft Torture of your crying Sin 5 but by imi-
tation of that eternal Object whofe Perfon he re-
prefents, whofe Example he regards, agrecably to
that Record in the Book of Wifdom, Dat rtempus
ad locum per que potefiis mutari @ malilia, gives
Time and Place by which you may be changed
from your Malice : Crave Pardon of the World,
for leaving fuch a Precedent to future Times, of
a poflibility to atchieve fo defperate an Act, which
may perchance, according to the Difpofitions and
Humours of Men diverlly affected, as well adng-
nere as probibere, that is, put the World in mind
that fuch a matter may be, as forbid that it be

not. ,
Remember the difference which Theodsret doth

difcrectly put, between Suffering and the Caufe
of Suffering, between Torture to force Con-
{cience, and legal Punifhments to chaftife Faults.
To conclude my laft Caurion with your laft Occa-

fon,

Difcite juftitiam moniti, & non temnere Divgs :

Becaule, Hae vos fapere wel mori jubent 5 and with-
al (as Martzal did for Trajan) with to the beft of
Majelty, to whom you meant the worft of Malice,

Dii tibi dent quicquid, priuceps Augvfle, mereris,
Lt rata perpetuo, que tribuere, welint,

Then the Lord Chicf. Juftice making a pithy
Preamble of all the apparent Proofs and Prefump-
tions of his Guiltinefs, gave Judgment, that he
fhould be drawn, hanged, and quartered.

And my Lord of Safifbury demanded, if Garuet
would fay any thing clfe ?

Garnet anfwered, No, my Lord, but T humbly
defire your Lordfhips all to commend my Life to
the King’sMajefty 5 faying, That at his pleafure he
was ready either to die or live, and do him Service.

And fo the Court arofe,

ON
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N the 3d of May, Garnet, according to his

Judgment, was .executed upon a Scaffold,
fec up for that Purpofe at the Weft End of ‘St.
Pauls Church. At his arile up the Scaffold, he
ftood.much amaz’d, Fear and Guiltinefs appear-
ing 1n his Face. The Deans of Panl’s and Win-
chefter being prelent, very gravely and chriftianly
exhorted him to a true and lively Faith to God-
ward, a free and plain Acknowledgement to the
World of his Offence; and if any further Trea-
fon lay in his Knowledge, to unburden his Con-
{cience, and fhew a Sorrow and D.teftation of it:
But Garaet, impatient of Perfuafions, and ill-plea-
{ed to be exhorted by them, defir’d them not to trou-
ble him, be came prepar’d, and was refolv’d, Then
the Recorder of Londen (who was by his Majefty
appointed to be there) afk’d Garnet if he had any
thing to fay unto the People before he died ¢ It
was ne time to diffemble, and now his Treafons
were too manifeft to be diffembled ; therefore, if
he would, the World fhould witnefs what at laft
he cenfur’d of himfelf, and of his Faét 3 it thould
be free to him to fpeak what he lifted. But Gar-
net, unwilling to take the Offer, fuid, His Voice
was low, his Strength gone, the People could not
hear him, tho’ he fpake to them ; but to thoft a-
bout him on the Scaffold, he faid, The Intention
was wicked, and the Fadt would have been cruel,
and from his Sou! he thould have abhorred 1t, had it
been effefted : But he faid, He had only a general
Knowledge of it by Mr. Catefby, which in that he
difclofed not, nor ufed Means to prevent it, here-
in he had offended 3 what he knew in Particulars
was in Confeflion, as he faid. But the Recorder
wifhed him to be remembred, that the King’s
Majefly had under his Hand-writing thefe four
Points amongf{t others,

1.- That Greenway told him of this, not as a
Fault, but as a thing which he had Intelligence of;
and told 1t him by way of Confultation.

2. That Carefby and Greenway came together to
him to be refolved.

3. That Mr. Tefmond and he had Conference of
- the Particulars of the Powder-Treafon in Effex long
after.

4. Greenway had aflk’d him who fhould be the
Protector ? but Garnet faid, That was to be re-
ferred cill the Blow was paft,

Thefe prove your Privity belides Confeffion, and
thefe are extant under your Hand, Garner an-
fwer’d, Whatfoever was under his Hand was trye.
And for that he difclofed not to his Majefty the
things he knew, he confefled himfelf juftly con-
demn’d; and for this did atk Forgivenefs of his
Majefty, Hereupon the Recorder led him to the
Scaffold to make his Confeffion publick.

Then Garnet {a1d, Good Countrymen, I am come
hither this blefled Day of The Juvention of the holy
Crofs, to end all my Croffes in this Life: The
Caufe of my Suffering is not unknown to you; f
confefs I have offended the King, and am forry
for i, fo far as I was guilty, which was in con-
cealing it 5 and for that I atk Pardon of his Majefty.
The Treafon intended againft the King and State
was bloody, my felf fhould have detefted it, had

it taken effect. And Iam heartily forry that any
Catholicks ever had fo cruel a Defign., Then
turning himf{elf from the People to them about
him, he made an Apology for Mrs. Aune Vaux,
faying, There is fuch an honourable Gentlewo-
man who hath been much wronged in Report
For 1t 1s {ufpected and faid, that I fhould be mar-
ried to her, or worfe. But I proteft the contrary
She 1s a virthous Gentlewoman, and for me a
perfect pure Virgin, For the Pope’s Breves, Sir
Edmund Baynam’s going over Seas, and the Mat-
ter of the Powder-Treafon, D referred himfelf to
his Arraignment, and his Confeffions : For what-
foever 1s under my Hand in any of my Confef-
fions, faid he, is true.

Then addrefling himfelf to Execution, he kneel-
ed at the Ladder-foot, and afked if he might
have time to pray, and how long, It was an-
{fwer’d, He fthould limit himfelf, none fhould in-
terrupt him, It appear’d he could not conftantly
or devoutly pray; Fear of Death, or Hope of
Pardon, even then fo diftracted him: For oft in
thofe Prayers he would break off, turn and look
about him, and anfwer to what he over-heard,
while he {eemed to be praying. 'When he flood
up, the Recorder finding in his Behaviour as it
were an Expectation of a Pardon, wifhed him not
to decetve himfelf, nor beguile his own Soul ; he
was come to- die, and muft die; requiring him
not to equivocate with his lalt Breath ; if he knew
any thing that might be Danger to the King or
State, he thould now utter it. Garwet faid, It is
no time now to equivocate; how it was lawful,
and when, he had fhewed his Mind elfewhere »
But, faith he, I do not now equivocate, and
more than I have confeflfed I do not know. At his
afcending up the Ladder he defired tohave Warn-
ing before he was turned off, Bur it was told
him, he muft look for no other Turn but Death.
Being upon the Gibbet, he ufed thefe Words:
I commend me to all good Catholicks, and 1 pray God
preferve his Majefty, theQueen, and all their Pofterity,
andimny Lords of the Privy Council, to whom I reimen-
ber my bumble Duty, and I ain forry that I did diffem-
ble with them: But Idid not think they bad bad fuckh
Proof againft me, till it was fhew’d me 5 but when that
was proved, I beld it more Honour for e at that time
10 confefs, than before to bave accufed,  And for my
Brother Greenway, 1 wonld the Truth were known
for the falfe Reports that are, make bim more faulty
than be is. I fbould not bave charged bim, but that I
thought be bad been fafe, I pray God the Catholicks
may not fare the worfe for my Sake 3 and I exhort them
all to take beed they enter not into any Treafons, Rebel-
lions, or Infurreflions apainft the King. Andwith this
ended [peaking, and fell to praying 5 and croffing hisi-
Jelfs faidy, In nomine Patris & Filii, & Spiritus
Santti 3 and prayed, Maria mater gratize, Maria
mater mifericordiz, tu me 4 malo protege, & ho-
ri mortis fufcipe. Then, In manus cuas, Domine,
commendo Spiritum meum : Then, Per Crucis hoc
signum (croffmy bimfelf) fugiar procul omne ma-
lignum, Infige Crucem tuam in corde meo, Do-
mine 3 Let me always remember the Crofs : and fo re-
turned again to Maria mater gratie, and then was

turned off, and bung till be was dead.
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XXI: The Trial of GEORGE SproT iz Scotland, for High-
Treafon, 77 confpiring with John Ear/ of Gowrie to murder

King James 1. 12 Aug. 1608. 6 Jac. L.

YR EORGE SPROT, a Notary®, inha-
Wy biting at Aymonth, having given caufe
¥ of Sufpicion by fome Words which
% fell from him, and afterwards by fome
Papers found upon him, that he was
privy to, and acquainted with the T Plotting of
the Jate Earl of Gowrie and Robert Logane, for the
cruel murdering of King Fames, was {eized and
committed to Prifon; and after divers Examina-
tions, being moved with remorfe of Conicience
for the long concealing his Fore-knowledge of this
Confpitacy, confeffeth, declareth, and deponeth,
That he knew perfectly, that Robert Logane, late
of Reftalrig, was privy, and upon the Fore-know-
ledge of Gowrie's treafonable Con{piracy, And
for the greater Affurance of his Knowledge, depo-
neth, That he knew that there were divers Letters
interchanged betwixt them, anent the treafonable
Purpofe aforefaid, in the beginning of the Month
of Fuly 1600. Which Letters, Fames Bour, called
Laird Bour, Servitor to Reftalrip, (who was imploy-
ed Mediator betwixt them, and privy to all that
Errand) had in keeping, and fhewed the fame to
Sprot in the Place of Faf-Caftle. The firit of
Gowrie’s Letters, containing in effect, as followeth :

‘ O OD Laird of Reffalrig, you underftand
‘ what Conditions fthould have been betwixt
‘ us, of before. Indeed I purpofed to have come
* by your Houfe, but underftanding of your Ab-
¢ fence in Lothiane, 1 came not, Always 1 wifh
¢ you either your felf to come Weft, or elfe to
¢ {end fome fure Meflenger, who may confer with
“ me anent the Purpofe you know. But rather
¢ would I wifh your felf to come, not only for that
¢ Errand, but for fome other thing that I have to

¢ advife with you.’

To the which Letter Reffalrig wrote an Anfiwer,
and fent the fame to the Earl of Gowrie, by the
fud Fames Bour, of the Tenure following:

¢ Y Lord, my moft humble Duaty and Ser-
‘ vice heartily remembred. At the Receipt
¢ of your .Lordfhip’s Letter I am fo comforted,
¢ thatI can neither utter my Joy, - nor find my felf
¢ fuffictently able to requite your Lordfhip with
¢ due Thanks. And perluade your Lodihip in
¢ that Matter, Ifhall be as forward for your Lord-
* fhip’s Honour, as if it were my own Caufe. And
¢ Ithink thereis no living Chriftian that would
¢ notbe content to revenge that Machiavellian Maf-
“ facring of our dear Friends ;5 yea howbeit it
- ¢ fhould be, to venture and hazard Life, Lands,
¢ and all other things ellfe. My Heart can bind
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¢ me to take part in that Matter, as your Lordfhip
¢ fhall find better Proof thereof, But one thing
would be done, namely, That your Lordfhip
fhould be circumipect and earneft with your Bro-
¢ ther, that he be not rafh in any Speeches touching
¢ the Purpofe of Padua. My Lord, you may eafily
¢ underftand, that fucha Purpofe as your Lord-
¢ {bip intendeth, cannot be done rafhly, but with
¢ Dehiberation.  And 1 think, for my felf thatic
¢ were moft mect to have the Men your Lordfhip
¢ fpake of, ready ina Boator Bark, and addrefs
 thomasif they were taking Paftime on the Sea,
“ in fuch fair Summer-time, And if your Lord-
¢ thip could think good, either your felf to come
¢ to my Houfe of Fafi-Caftle by Sea, or to fend
* your Brother, I fhould have the Place very qui-
¢ et and well provided after your Lordthip’s Ad-
¢ vertifement; where we fhould have no fcant of
¢ the beft Venifon can be had in England : And no
< others fhould have Accefs to haunt the Place,
¢ during your Lordlhip’s being here, but all things
¢ very quiet. And if your Lordfhip doubt of
¢ fafe landing, I fhall provide all fuch Neceffaries
¢ as may ferve for your Lordfhip’s Arrival, within
¢ a Flight-thot of the Houfe. And perfuade your
¢ Lordfhip you fhall be as fure and quiet here, while
¢ we have fettled our Plot, asif you were in your own
¢ Chamber: for I truft and am affur’d we fhal] hear
¢ Word within few days from them your Lordfhip
¢ knoweth ofy for I have care to fee what Ships
¢ comes home by, Your Lordfhip knoweth I
¢ have kept the Lord Bothwell quietly in this
* Houfe in his greateft Extremity, fay both King
“ and Council what they liked. I hope (if all things
¢ come to pafs, as I truft they fhall) to have both
¢ your Lordfhip and his Lordfhip at one good Din-
¢ ner afore 1 die. Hec jocosé, to animate your
¢ Lordfhip: I doubt not, my Lord, but all things
¢ fhall be well, And I am refolved, whereof your
¢ Lordfhip fhall not doubt, of any thing on my
¢ part, yea to peril Life, Land, Honour and
¢ Goods; yea, the Hazard of Hell {hall not affray
¢ me from that, yea altho’ the Scaffold were already
¢ fer up. The fooner the Matter were done, it
¢ were the better, for the King’s Buck-hunting
“ will be fhortly; and I hope it fhall prepare
¢ fome dainty Cheer for us to dine againft the
¢ next Year. I remember well, my Lord, and I
¢ will never forget, fo long as I live, that merry
¢ Sport which your Lordfhip’s Brother told me of
¢ 2 Nobleman at Padua; for [ think that a Para-
¢ feeve to this purpofe. My Lord, think nothing
¢ that I commit the Secrecy hereof, and Credit to
¢ this Bearer; for I dare not only venture my
¢ Life, Lands, and all other things I have elfe, on
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¢ his Credit, but I durft hazard my Soul in his
¢ keeping, if it were poflibly in earthly Men;
« for I am {o perfuaded of his Truth and Fidelity.
¢« And I trow (as your Lordthip may afk him if it
¢ ba rrue) he would go to Hell-Gates for me ; and
¢ he is not beguiled of my Part to him. And
< therefore I doubt not but this will perfuade your
¢ Lordfhip to give him Truft in this Matter, as to
¢ my felf. Buc I pray your Lordfhip direct him
¢ home with all peffibie hafte, and give him ftraic
¢ Command, that he take nota Wink fleep, while
¢ he fee me again, afer he come from your Lord-
¢ thip. And as your Lordfhip defireth in your
¢ ]etter to me, either rive or purn, or elfe fend
¢ back again with the Bearer; for fo 15 the Fafhis
¢ on, I grant”

Which Letter written every word with Reffal-
7in’s own Hand, was fubfcribed by him atter his
accuffomed manner, Reffalrig, and was fent to the
tarl Gowrie by the (aied Fames Bonr.  After whole
Return, within-five days, with a new Letter from
Gowrie, he ftaid all night with Reffalrig in * Gun-
nes-Green s and Reflalrig rode to Lothiane the Morn
thercafter, where he ftaid five or fix days. Then
aftar his returning, palt to Faff-Caftle, where he
remained a certain fhort Space.

And farther deponeth, that he faw and heard
Reftalrig read the laft Letter, which Borr brought
back to him from Gewrie, and their Conference
there-anent.  And heard Benr fay 5 Sir, 1t ye think
to make any Commodity by this Dealing, lay your
Hand o your Heart. And Refalrig anfwer'd,
that be would do as he thought beft.  And farcher
faid to Bour, Howbeit he thould fell all his own
Land that he had n the World, he would pafs
thorow with the Earl of Gowrie, for that Matter
would give him greater Contentment, nor if he had
the whole Kingdom ¢ and rather or he fhould fal-
fify his Promife, and recall his Vow that he had
vowed to the Earl of Gowide, he thould {pend all
that he had in the World, and hazard his Life wich
his Lordthip. To whom Baur anfwer'd: You
may do as you pleafe, Sir, but it 1s not my Coun-
fel, that you fhould be {o {udden in that other
Matter. But for the Condition of Dirdten, I would
like very well of it. To whom Reffalriz anfwer'd,
Coutent your felf, [ am at my Wit’s-end.

And farther, Spros deponeth, that he enter’d
himf{elf thereafter in Conference with Bowr, and
demanded what was done betwixt the Laird and
the Earl of Gowrre.  And Begr aniwer’d, that he
believ’d that the Laird fhould get Derlron with-
out cither Gold or Silver, but feared that it thould
be as dear unto him. And Sprof inquiring how
that could be ; Baur {1id they had another Pie in
hand, nor the fclling of any Land : but prayed
Sprot, for God’s fake, that he would let be, and
not trouble himfelf with the Laird’s Bufinefs 5 for
he feared, within few days, the Laird would be
either Land-lefs or Life-lefs.

And the {aid George Sprot being demanded if this
his Depofition was true, as he would anfwer upon
the Salvation and Condemnation of his Soul; and
if he will go to death with it, feelng he know-
cich the nme and hour of his Death to approach
very near ; deponeth for Anfwer, That he hath not
2 Delire to live, and that ke knows the Time to be
thort, having care of no earthly Thing, but only
for clearing of his Confcience in the Truth of all
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thefe Things, to his owh Shame before the World,
and to the Honour of God, and Safety of his own
Souls; that all the former Pointsand Circumftances
contained in this his Depofition, with the Depofi-
tion made by him the sth Day of Fuly lalt, and the
whole remanent Depofitions made by him fen that
Day are true, which he will take on his Conlcience,
and as he hopeth to be faved of God, and that he
would feal the fame with his Blood.

And farther, being demanded where this above-
written Letter, written by Reffalrig to the Barl of
Gowrie, which was return’d again by Fames Bour,
1s now ; deponeth that he abftracted it quietly from
Bour, in looking over and reading Bour’s Letters,
which he had in keeping of Reffalrig’s; and that he
left the above-written Letter in his Cheft among
his Writings, when he was taken and brought a-
way, and that it is clofed and folded within a piece

of Papet.

This aforefaid Depofition was made by him the
tenth of Auguft 1608, written by Fames Prinaerofe,
Clerk of his Majefty’s Privy-Council, and {ub-
fcribed with the faid George Sprof’s own Hand; in
the Prefence of

Sir Will. Hart, his Ma-
1efty’s Juftice,

Mr. Fobn Hall,

Mr. Patrick Galoway,

Mr, Peter Hewart, Mi-
nifters of the Kirks of
Edinburgh,

Subferibed with all their Hends.

The Earl of Dunbar,
The Earl of Lothiane;
The Bithop of Roffe,
The Lord Schune,

The Lord Halyrudeboufe,
The Lord Blantyre,

And alfo the 11th Day of the aforefaid Montls
and Year, the faid George Sprot being re-examin’d;
in the Prefence of a Number of the Council and
Minifters aforefaid, and it being declar’d to him,
that the time of his Death now very near approach-
ed, and that therefore they defir’d him to clear his
Conf{cience with an upright declaration of the Truth 3
and that he would not abufe the holy Name of
God, to make him, as it were, 2 Witnefs to Un-
truths ; and elpecially being delired that he would
not take upon him the innocent Biood of any Per-
fon dead or quick, by making and forging Lyes
and Untruths againit them:

Deponeth,thathe acknowledgeth his grievous Of-
fences to God (who hath made him a realonable Crea-
ture) in abufing his holy Name with many Un.
truchs, fen the beginning of this Procefs ¢ but now
being refolv’d to die, and attending the hour and
time when it fhall pleafe God to call him, he de-
poneth with many Atteftations, and as he wifheth
to be partictpant of the Kingdom of Heaven, where
he may be countable and anfwerable, upon the Sal-
vation and Condemnation of his Soul, for all his
Doings and Speeches in this Earth, that all that
he hath deponed fen the fifth Day of Fuly laft, in
all his feveral Depofitions, were true in eyery Point
and Circumftance of the fame; and that there is
no Untruth in any Point thereot.

And having defired Mr. Patricke Galoway to
make a Prayer, whereby he might be comforted
now 1n his Trouble; which was done:

The faid Deponer, with many Tears after the
Prayer, affirmed this his Depolition to be true §
and for the Confirmation thereof, declared, that
he would {cal the fame with his Blood.

4. And
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And the next Day thereafter, being the 12th
of the aforefaid Month of Anguff, upon the afore-
faid Confeffion, the faid George was brought forth
and prefented in Judgment upon Panel, within
the Tollbooth of Edinburgh, before Sir Willian
Hart of Preflon, his Majefty’s Juftice, and there
in a fenced Court holden by him that Day, affift-
ed by the honourable Perfons following, his Affef-

fors in that Errand: They are to fay,

Alexander Earl of Dumfermling, Lord Chan-
cellor,

George Earl of Duunbar, Treafarer,

Foby Archbifhop of Glafcow,

David Bithop of Raffe,

Gewin Bithop of Galloway,

Andrewo Bithop of Brechine,

Dawvid Earl of Crawford,

Mark Earl of Lothiane,

Fobu Lord Abirnethy of Saltoun,

Fames Lord of Balmerinoth, Secretary,

Walter Lord Blantyre,

Fobn Lord Halvrudehonfe,

Michael Lord Burley,

Sir Richard Cokbyrne of Clarkintoun, Knight,

Mr. Fobn Preflen ot Fenton Barnes, Collector.

General,

Sir Fobn Skeyns of Currbil, Knight, Clerk of
Regifter: )
was delated, accufed, and purfued by Sir Thowmas
Hamilton of Binniug, Knight, Advocate to our
Sovercign Lord for his Highne(s’s Entries, of the
Crimes contained in his Indi¢tment, produced by
the {aid Advocate ;5 whereof the Tenure followeath :

Lorge Sprot, Notary in Ayemonth, You are
indi€ted and accufed, forfomuch as Fobu,
fometime Earl of Gowide, having moft cruelly,
deteftably, and treafonably confpired in the Month
of Fuly, the Year of God 1600 Years, to murder
our dear and moft gracious Sovercign the King’s
moft excellent Majefty: And having imparted
that devilith Purpofe to Robert Logane of Reftal-
rig, who allowed of the fame, and molt willingly
and readily undertook to be Partaker thereof : The
fame coming to your Knowledgc at the times and
i the manner particularly after {pecified, you moft
unnaturally, mahcioufly, and treafonably conceal-
ed the fame, and was art and part thereof in man-
ner following, Inthe firft, in the faid Month of Fuly
fixteen hundred Years, after you had perceiv’d and
known, that divers Lettersand Meflages had paft
betwixt the faid fometime Earl of Gowrie, and the
fud Rebert Logane of Reflalrig, you being in the
Foufe of Faft-Caftle, you faw and read a Letter
written by the faid Robert Logane of Reflalrig, with
his own Hand, to the faid Yobn fometime Earl of

Gowrie, of the Tenure following

Y Lord, my moit humble Duty and Service
| R A heartily remember’d. At thé Receipt of
your Lordihip’s Letter I am {o comforted, that I
can neither utter my Joy, nor find my feff fufhici-
entlyable torequite your Lordfhip with due Thanks.
And perfuade your Lordfhip in that Matter, [ fhall
be as forward for your Lordfhip’s Honour, as if it
were mine own Caufe.  And I think there is no
. hiving Chriftian that would not be content to re-
venge that Machiavellian maflacring of our dear
EFriends, yea, howbeit it thould be, to venture and
hazard Life, Lands and all other thing elfe, My
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Heart can bind me to take part in that Matter, as
your Lordfhip fhall find better Proof thercof, But
one thing would be done: namely, That your
Lordfhip fhould be circum{pect and earneft with
your Brother, that he be not rath in any Speeches
touching the Purpofe of Padue.

And a certain Space after the execution of the
aforefaid Treafon, the faid Robert Logane of Reffal-
rig, having defired the Laird of Boxr to deliver
to him the aforefaid Letter, or elfe to burn it 3 and
Bour having given to you all Tickets and Letters,
which he then had either concerning Reffalrig, or
others 3 to fee the {fame, becaule he could not read
himfelf, you abftradted the above-written Letter,
and reteined the fame in your own hands, and divers
times read it, conteining farther in fubfance nor is
formerly fet down, according to the words fol-
lowing :

My Lord, you may cafily underltand, that.fuch
a Purpofe as your Lordfhip intendeth, cannot be
done rafhly, but with Deliberation. And I think
for my felf, that it were moft meet to have the
Men your Lordfhip fpake of, ready in a Boar or
Bark, and addrefs them as if they were taking
Paftime on the Sea, in fuch fair Summer time. And
if your Lordfhip could think good, either your felf
to come to my Houfe of Faff-Caftle by Sea, or to
fend your Brother, I thould have the Place very
quiet, and well provided after your Lordthip’s Ad-
vertifement, where we fhould have no {cant of the
beft Venifon can be had in Englaird. And no others
thould have accefs to haunt the Place during your
Lordfhip’s being here, but all things very quiet.
And if your Lordfhip doubt of fafe landing, I
fhall provide all fuch Neceffaries as may ferve for
your Lordthip’s Arrival, within a Flight-thot of
the Houfe. And perfuade your Lordthip you fhall
be as {ure and quiet here, while we have fetr1ed
our Plot, as if you were in your own Chamber :
for I tuft, and am aflured, we fhall have word
within few Days from them your Lordthip know-
cth of 5 for I have care to fee what Ships comes
home by. Your Lordfhip knoweth I have kept
the Lord Bosbwell quictly in this Houfe in his
greateft Lixtremiry, fay both King and Coun-
ctl what they liked. 1 hope (if all things come
to pafs, as I truft they fhall) to have both your
Lordfhip and his Lordfhip at one good Dinner afore
Idie. Hec jocosé, to animate your Lordfhip: I
doubt not my Lord but all things thall be well.
And I am refolved, whereof your Lordfhip fhall
not aoubt, of any thing on my part, yea, to peril
Life, Land, Henour and Goods ; yea, the Ha-
zard of Hell fhall not affray me from that, yea,
altho’ the Scaffold were already fet up.  The {oon-
er the Matter were done, 1t were the better ; for
the King’s Buck-hunting will be fhortly; and 1
hope it fhall prepare fome dainty Cheer for us
to dine againit the next Year. I remember well,
my Lord, and I will never forget, {o long as I
ltve, that merry Sport which your Lordfhip’s Bro-
ther told me of a Nobleman at Padua : for 1 think
that a Parafeeve to this Purpofe, My Lord,
think nothing that I commit the Secrecy hereof
and Credit to this Bearer; for I dare not only
venture my Life, Lands, and all other things I
have elfe, on his Credit, but I durft hazard my
Soul 1n his keeping, if it were poffible in earth-
ly Men; for I am fo perfuaded of his Truth
and Fidelity. And I trow (as your Lordfhip may
afk him if it be true) he would go to Hell-gates

for
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for me; and he is not beguiled of my Part to
him. And therefore, I doubt not but this will
perfuade your Lordfhip to give him Truft in this
Matter, as to my felf. ButI pray your Lordfhip
dire€t him home with all poflible hafte, and give
him ftrait Command, that he take not a Wink
fleep, while he fee me again, after he come from
your Lordfhip. And asyour Lordfhip defireth in
your Letter to me, eicher rive or burn, or elle
fend back again with the: Bearer; for fo is the
Fathion,. 1 grant.

Which Letter written every word with the faid
Robert Logane his own FHland, was fublcribed by
him after his accuftomed manner, with this Word,
Reftalrig,

And albeit by the Contents of the aforefaid Let-
ter, you knew perfeétly the Truth of the faid moft
treafonable Confpiracy, and the faid Robert Logane
of Reffalrig, his Foreknowledge, Allowance, and
Guiltinefs thereof 3 likcas you were aflured of the
fame by his receiving of divers Letters fent by
Gowrie to him, and by his fending Letters to
Gowrie for the {fame Purpofe, and by fundry Con-
ferences berwixe the faid Robert Logane of Reflalrip,
and the fud Fames Bour, in your Prefence and
Hearing concerning the fud Trealon, as well in
the faid Month of Faly immediatcly preceding the
attempting of the faid Treafon, as atdiversother
times fhortly thereafier, as likewile by the revealing
thereof to you by the f{aid Fames Bouir, who was
uponthe Knowledge and Deviceof the faid T'reafon,
and was employed as ordinary Mefienger by the
laid Robers Logane of Reftalrig, to the {ud fome-
time Earl of Gowrie, in the Traffick of the faid
damnable Trealon, whereby your Knowledge, Con-
cealing and Guiltinefs of the faid Treafon was
undeniable: yet, for further Manifeftation thereof,
about Fuly 1602 Years, the {aid Robert Logane of
Reftalrip fhewed to you that Borr had told him,
that he had been fomewhat rath to let you fee a
Letter which came from the Earl of Gowrie to the
faid Robert Logane of Reftalrig, who then urged
you to tell what you underfteod by that Letter.
To whom you anfwer’d, That you took the mean-
ing of it to be, that he had been upon the Counfel
and Purpofe of Gowrie’s Confpiracy.  And he an-
fiver’d you, whatever he had done, the worll was
his own: But if you would fiear to him, that you
fhould never reveal any thing of that Matter to
any Perfon, he thould be the beft Sight that ever
you faw; and in token of farther Recompenfe he
then gave you twelve pound of Silver.  Neverthe-
lefs, albeit you knew perfettly the whole Pradtices
and Progrefs of the faid Treafon, from the begin-
ning thereof as faid 15, as well by the fight of the
faid Letters, as alfo by your Conferences with the
faid Fames Bour, called Laird Bour, and Robert
Logane of Refalrig 5 yer during all the days of their
Life-times, who lived till the Year of God 1606
Years, or thereby, and fo by the fpace of fix
Years after that, you knew the guilunels of the
treafonable Confpiracy aforefuid, you molt treafo-
nably concealed the fame; and {o you was and is
art and part of the faid moft hetnous, deteftable
and treafonable Confpiracy, and of the Knowledge
and Concealing thereof ; and therefore you ought
and fhould incur, underlie and fofter the Sentence
and Pain of High-Treafon. To the Token, that
ye have not only by your Depofitions fubfcribed
with your Hand, and folemnly made in Prefence
of many of the Lords of his Majefty’s Coun-
cil, and of the Minifters of the Borough of Edix-

Vor. L.

for High—Treafon.

A
515
burgh, of the Dates, the 5th, 1sth and 16th-days of
July laft by-paft, and roth and 11th days of Auguft
Inftant, confeffed every Head, Point, and Article
of the Inditment above written, but alfo by divers
other your Depofitions fubferibed likewife with
your Hand, you have ratify’d the fam-, and fivorn
conftantly to abide thereat, and to feal the fime
with your Blood, which you cannot deny.

Which Indictment being read openly in Judg-
ment to the faid Gesige Sproz, bzfore he was put
to the Knowledge of an Inqueft, he confefied in the
Prefence of the faid Lord Juftice and whole Aflif-
fors above-named, the fame and every Point thercof
to be true and of Verity, And thercdore the Juf-
tice ordained the fame Indiftnient to be put to the
Knowledge of a condign Ingueft of the honeft, fu-
mous and difcreet Perfuns under-wricten.  They
are to fay: |

Williasn Trumbill of Ardie.

Willian Fifber, Merchant, Buargels of Edincuigh,

Robert Stuart, there.

Edwaird Fobuftoin, Mcrcnant, Bargefs there.

Harbert Maxwell of Cawens,

Fames Tennent of Linboufe.

Wiltiam Truinbill, Borgets of Ldindurgh,

George Brown in Gorgymill.

Jobit Huchefon, Merchant, Burgefs of Edinburgl,

Jobn Leyis, Merchant, Burgefs there.

James Somervell, Merchant, Burgefs there,

William Simintenn, Burgels there,

fobu Cunnifon m Dirlton.

Tho. Smith, Merchant, Burge(s of Edinburg.

And Fobn Cowtis, Burg=fs there,
Which Perfons of Inqueft being chofen, fivorn and
admitted, after the Accufation of the faid Gesrge
Sprat, before them of the faid treafonable, hemnous,
and deteftable Crimes conteined in the Indictment a-
forefaid, and reading of the faid Indictmen: of new
againin hisand their Prefence ; the fand George Sprot
of new confeffed in the Audicence of the furd Ingueft
the aforefaid Ind:étment and every Point thercof to
be true and of Verity, Whereupon the faid Sic
Thoinas Hamilton of Binning Knight, his Majefty’s
Advocate, as before, afked A& and Inftrument :
And 1n refpect thereof protefted, in cafe the faid In-
queft cleanfed him of the fuid Crimes for wilfuland
manifeft Error.  And therefore the whole fornan’d
Perfonsof Inqueft remov’d alltagether forth of Court
to the Inqueft Houle, where they being inclofed, by
Plurality of Votes clected and made choice of the
{aid Hardeirt Maxwell of Cavens to be Chancellor,
or Foreman. And having with great Deliberation
oravely confider’d the Effect and whole Circum-
ftances of the faid Indictment, and conftant judicial
Confeffion made by the Parry pannelled, as well
before the faid Lord Juftice and his Aficffors, as
thereafter in Prefence of the Inquelt themlielves,
they all voted upon the whole Etfe@t of the {aid
Indi®tment. And being ripely and well advifed
therewith, re-enter’d agan in Court, where they
all in one Voice by the Mouth of the faid Chancellor
or Foreman, found, pronounced, and declar’d the
faid George Sprot (according to his own Confeflion
judictally made in taeir Prefence and Audience) to
be guilty, culpable, filed and conviét of art and parc
of the faid molt heinous, deteltable and treafonable
Confpiracy conteined in his Indiciment above-
written, and of the Koowledge and Concealing
thereof.  For the which Caufe the faid Juftice, by
the Mouth of the Demplter of Court, by his Sen-
tence and Doom decerned and ordeined the faid
Geoige Sprat to be taken to the Marker Crofs of

S 1 Edinburgh,
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Edinburgb, and there to be hanged upon a Gibbet
till he be dead, and thereafter his Head 1o be
ftricken from his Bady, and his Body to be quar-
tered and demeaned as a Traitor, and his Head to
be affixed and fet up upon a Prick of Iron upon

the highett part of the Tollbooth of Edinburgh,

where the Traitor Gswiie, and others of the Con- -

{ptrators Heads ftand ; and his whole Lands, Heri-
tages, Tacks, Stedings, Rooms, Poffcflions, Goods
and Geere to be forfeited and efchet to our Sove-
reign Lord hisufe, for his treafonable and deteftable
Crimes above {pecify’d. Which was pronounc’d for
Doon,

Extraftumde libro Aftorum Adiornalis $.D. N, Re-
gis per me D. Fobanuenr Cobburne de Qrmefloun
militem, Clericuin Juftitiarice cinfdein generalem,
St snels figito & fubferiptione marualibus.

‘The Doom being pronounced, the faid George
was cenvoyed to a privy Houfe, where he remain’d
at his fecrct Meditation, and afterwards 1n Confer-
ence with the Minifters and others, unto the time all
things was provided neceffary for his Execution : and
being brought to the Plice where he was to die, he
1n publick Audience of the whole People, at the
three fides of the Scaffold, ratify’d the former Depo-
fitions made by him concerning the treafonable Prac-
tices intended and deviled betwixt Gowrie and Re-
falrig, for the murdering ¢f our moft gracious So-
vereign, and bereaving his Highnefs of his Life, and
his own Knowledge, and concealing of their Guilti-
nefs, For the which he humbly craved God and his
Majefty Forgivenefs, being moft forry and grieved
that he had offended God and the King’s Majefty in
concealing fuchavile, deteftable and unnatural Trea-
fon, enterprized by them againft his gracious Sove-
reign, who hath been ever fo good and gracious to
his Subjects protefting that if he had a thoufand
Lives to render, and were able to fuffer ten thou-
fand Deaths, 1t were not a fufficient Satisfa&ion and
Recompenfe for his Offence.  And that God had
preferved hin from many great Perils, when his
Lite was i extreme Danger, to bring him to this
publick Declaration of that deteftable and horrible
Eact, in Prefence of all the People, uttered by him jn
thefe words following : To sy own Shaiie, and to the
Shame of the Devil, but to the Glory of God, And
for Satisfaction of the Confciences of all thofe that
have or can make any doubt of the Truth of this
fo clear @ Matter, he acknowledged that his haunt-
ing with Reffalriz, who was a Man without Religi-
on, and fubject to many other Vices; as alfo his
continualbeing in Company with the Laird of Bour,
who likewile was irreligious and without fear of
God, and his betng ingyred by them into their Mat-
ters after his firlt fight of Reffalrig’s Letter written
by him to Gewiie, brought him from one Sin 1o
another, and confequently upon this grievous
Crime, for the which moft juftly, worthily and
willingly, he is now to render his Life. And
thereupon he defired all the People there prefent to
beware of evil Company, and namely of the Society
of thofe whoare void of Religion 5 faying to them,
That this was the moft glorious Day that ever his
Eyesdid fee.  Inche mid(t almoft of thefe Speeches,
he Liad proftrate him{elf, and fell upon his Knees in
Prefence of the whole People, making a very
pithy Prayer, in the Form following,
¢ Father, how fhall I call Thee Father, that
‘ O am {o unworthy to be called thy Son 7 I
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“ have wandered aftiay likea Loft-Sheep, and thou
“ of thy Mercy haft brought me home unto Thee,
‘ and haft preferv’d my Life from many Dangers
“ until this Day, that I might reveal thefe hidden
“ and fecrec Myfteries to mine own Shame, and
“ thy Glory. Thou haft promifed, that whenfo-
“ ever g Sinner from his Heart will repent and call
‘ to Thee, that thou wilt hear him, and grant him

¢ Mercy.’

And thus he continued a good Space in a moft
fervent Prayer, to the great Admiration of all the
Standers-by.  And having ended the fame, one of
the Minifters prayed again, and the Prifoncer join-
ed with him, That God wonld forgive bis Sins, and
receive bis Soul to Meicy.  After which, Sprot {tand-
ing up made divers Requefts: Firft, that what he
had deliverd by his Confeffion on the Scaffold,
might be put into his Procefs, that the World
might take notice of 1t. Sccondly, that fuch ag
were prefent (as they might have Opportunity)
would be Suiters unto the King, that his Muyefty
would forgive him this Offence; tor the which, he
{aid, He craved Pardon of God, of bis Severeigin, and
the World. And thirdly, he defired thofe of the
Miniftry which were prefent, that wherefoever they
came they would proclaim in the Pulpit his Confef-
fion of his Crime, his Sorrow for the fame, and his
full Hope that God would pardon him.  And 1o
the end that this might be perform’d, he took the
Hands of fach Minifters as ftood near about him,
fo binding a Promifc on them. And here, being
told by the faid Minifters and other Perfons of
Quality, that being fo near his Departure out of
the World, it concerned him to {pzak nothing but
the Truth, and that upon the Peril of his Soul :
he anfwer’d, That to the end they fhonld know,
that he had fpoken nothing but the Verity, and
that his Confeflion was true in every refp:¢t, he
would (at the laft Gafp) give them {ome apparent
Token for the Confirmation of the fame. Then
fitting himfelf to the Ladder, the Executioner
conmeth to him, and, as the manner is, afking
Forgivenels of hims With all ty Heart, faith he,
for you do but your Office, and it is the thing I de-

fire y becanfe fuffering inmy Bedy, 1 fhall in sy Soul

be joined to my Saviour,

Afterward ganging up the Ladder with his
Hands loofe and untied, being on the upper Part
thereof, he delired Liberty to fing the fixth Plalm,
and requefted the People to accompany him in the
finging thereof. Which being granted, he took
up the Pfalm himfelf with a very loud and ftrong
Voice, far by his accuftomed Form, being before
his coming to the Scaffold a weak fpirited Man, of
feeble Voice and Utterance; and was affifted with
the Number of a Thoufind Perlons at the leaft,
who accompany’d him in finging that Pfalm, Af-
ter the cnding whereof he again openly repeated
and ratified his faid former Conieflion : and with
that, recommending his Soul ro Ged, he faftened
a Cloth about his own Eyes, and was caft over the
Ladder, fo ending this mortal Life.

Before his laft Breath, when he had hung a pret-
ty Space, he lift up his Hands a good heighe, and
clapped them together aloud, three feveral times,
to the great Wonder and Admiration of all the Be-
holders. And very foon thereafter he yielded his
Spirit.

XXII. Proceedings
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KXIL. Proceedings between the Lady Frances Howard, Conntefs

of Eflex, and Robert Ear/

of Ellex her Husband, before

the King's Delegates, in a Caufe of Divorce, 1613, 11

Jac. L. *

W of Effex, complaining that the Earl
% lier Hufband was incapable of con-
% fummating their Marriage, and pray-
ng a Com_mi[ﬁon to exun}ine, if her
Complaint was well founded ; the King granted
her Reque®t, and appointed the following Perfons

Comimiilioners 3

Sir Tulius Cefar, LL.D.

SitThemas Parry, LL.D.

Fobi Bithop of Loudenr, SirDainielDonne, 1.LL.D,

Lancelot Bithop of Lly,  Sirfsbn Bennet, L. D.

Richard Bithop of Litch-  Dr. Francis james,
field and Coveittiy, and

Zobu Bithop of Recbefter,  Dr. Thomas Edwaids.

George Archbithop of
Canterbury,

The Libel contain’d the following Allegations.

I. That fhe, at the time of the Marriage, was
thirteen years old, and 1s at this time twenty two
or twenty three.

I1. Thacfhe and Robert Earl of Effex were mar-
ry’d by publick Rites and Ceremonies of the Church
in Fanuary 1603.

I11. That the aforefuid Rolert, at the time of the
pretended Marriage, was about fourteen, and is
about twenty two or twenty three at this time;
and ever fince, and at this prefent, is a Man (as
far forth as a Man may judge) and hath been 1n
aood Health, and perfett Eftate of Body, nor any
way hinder’d by any Ague or Sicknefs, but that
he might have carnal Copulation with 2 Woman,

IV. That fince the pretended Marriage, at leaft
by the fpace of whole and continuate three years
after the faid Robert had fully attained the Age of
eichteen Years, as Time and Place did ferve, after
the fafhion of other married Folks, the {aid Frances
Howard in hope of lawful Iffue, and defirous to be
made a Mother, liv’d together with the faid Rodert,

at bed and board, and lay both naked and alone in -

the fame Bed, as married Folks ule: And defirous
to be made a Mother, from time to time, again
and again yielded her felf to his power, and as
much as lay in her, offer’d her felf and her Body
to be known ; and earneftly defired Conjunétion
and Copulation.

V. And alfo the faid Earl, in the fame time very
often, again and again, did try to have Copulation,
as with his lawful Wife, which fhe refus’d not, but
nfed the belt means fhe could : notwithftanding all
this, the {aid Earl could never carnally know her,
nor have that Copulation in any fort which the
married Bed alloweth,

VI. Yet before the faid pretended Marriage, and
fince, the faid Earl hath had, and hath Power and

Ability of Body to deal with other Women, and ta
know them carnally, and fometimes have felt the
Motion and Pricks of the Flefh carnally, and tend-
ing to carnal Copulation, as he faith and believeth ;
and peradventure, by a perpetual and natural Im-
pediment, hath been hindered all the former time,
and is at this prefent, that he can have no Copula-
tion with the faid Lady Frances,

VII. Furthermore, the faid Lady Frances hath
been, and 1s firand able to have Copulation with
a Man, and fuch a one as may be carnally known ;
neither hath in this regard any Impediment.

VIII. Moreover, the fard Lady Frauces re-
maineth, and is at this prefent, a Virgin, Alfo
at the time of the pretended Marriage, the faid
Lady Frances was unacquainted with the Earl’s
vy&ntiof Ability and Impediment, formerly men-
tion’d,

IX. And furthermore the faid Earl, lorg before
this Suit commenced, hath very often, and at fun-
dry times confefled in good earneft, before Wit-
nefles of good Credit, and his Friends and Kinf-
folks, that altho’ he did his beft Endeavour, yet
he ncver could, nor at this time can, have Copula-
tion with the faid Lady Frances, no nor once.

X. And laitly, in regard of womanifh Modefty,
the Lady Frances hath conceal’d all the former Mat-
ters, and had a Purpoft ever to conceal them, if fhe
had not been forced, thro® falle Rumours of Difo-
bedience to the faid Earl, to reveal them.

She requireth, fince this pretended Matrimony is
but a Fact, and not in Right, it may be pronounced,
declared, and adjudged as none, and of none ef-
fet; and fhe may be quiet and free from all
Knots and Bonds of the fame, by your Sentence
and Authority.

The Earl of Eflex put in bis Anfwer the s5th of July,
1614,

The firft and fecond he anfwereth affirmatively.

To the third, he thinketh that at the Time of
his Marriage, he was full fourteen Years, and is
now twenty two and upwards; neither fince hath
had, or hath any Sicknefs or Impediment o hin-
der him, but that he might have had Copulation
with a Woman, faving in the time of his Sicknefs
of the Small-Pox, for two or three Years after his
Marriage, which continued for 2 Month or fix
Weeks, and at another time, when he had a few
Fits of an Ague.

To the fourth, he affirmeth, that for one Year
he divers times attempted ; that the two other
Years, when he was willing, fhe fhewed herfelf
fometimes willing, but other times refufed, and he

* Complete Hift. of England, Pol. 111, pag. 686, 6qz. Edit. 1708, Bacon’s [Ferks, ¥ol. 1. pag. 78.
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lay in Bed moft commonly with her, but felt no
Motions or Provocations.

To the fitth, he anfwereth, that he never car-
nally knew her, but found not any defet in him-
[elf, yet was not able to penetrate into her Womb,
nor enjoy her.

To the fixth, he believeth, that before and after
the Marriage, he hath found an Ability of Body
to know any other Woman, and hath ofientimes
felt Motions and Provocations of the Flefh, tend-
ing to carnal Copulation; bat for perpetual and
natural Impediments, he knoweth not what the
Words mean ; but that he hath lain by the Lady
Frances two or three Years laft paft, and had no
Motion to know her, and he believes never fhall.

To the feventh, he believerh not that the faid
Lady Frances 1s a Woman able and fit for carnal
Copulation, becaafe he hath not found it.

To the eighth and ninth, he believeth them both
to be true, and thinketh that once before fome
Witnefles of Credit, he did fpeak to this purpofe,
That be cftcntimes bad cudeavonred cainally to kirow
ber, but that be did upt, nor conld not.

Donbts conceived out of the Falfi and Procefs in the
Suit between the Lady Frances Howard, aid the

Earl of Effex.

1. Whether the Libel be defective, efpecially in
the fourth Article, where it is faid, that Dominus
Coines Effex pluribus & iteratis vicibus (which may
be vertfied and fatished in two or three times)
ditain dominam Fraucifcam ejus uxorem pretenfai
cognofcere tentavit, &c. :

2. Whether the Anfwer of my Lord of Effex to
the faid fourth Article in that behalf, being but
thus, That he did divers times attempt, e, be
full, certain and {fufficient.

3. Whether 1 this cafe my Lord of Effex his
Oath (cuiz 7 manu propinguoruim) be not by Law
requifice, as well ag my Lady?s,

4. Whether my Lord of Effex would be in-
fpected by Phyficians, to certity (fo far as they
can by Art) the true Caule and Nature of the
Impediment.

5. Whether by triennial Cohabitation, there
having been no carnal Copulation between them
( linpedzinentuin snalchicii being accidental) prefuma-
tui preceffiffe vel potins [ubfecutuin fuifle matiimo-
ninin contratium & folemuizatuin,

6. Whether they ought pof preceptin Fudicis
(notwithftanding their triennial Cohabitation be-
tore the Suit begun) to cohabit together, falzem per
aligited teimporis fpatinuz arbitriofudicis moderandum,
for further Trial, &7c.

DEPOSITIONS faken 11 the Cafe of the
Eail of Eflex, and the Lady Howard.

The Oath taken by the Lady Frances Howard.

HA'T {ince the Earl of Effex was eighteen

Years of Age, he and I have for the fpace
of three Years diverfe and fundry times lain toge-
ther in naked Bed all Night, And at fundry of
the fard times the faid Earl hath purpofely endea-
voured and attempted to confummate Marriage
with me, and to have carnd! Copulation with me
for Procreation of Children: And I have at fuch
times, as the faid Earl hath attempted fo to do,
yielded myfelf willing to the fame Purpofe, All

which notwithftanding, I fay and affirm upon my
Oath, that the faid Earl never had carna] Copu-
lation with me, .

- Frances Howard,

Tnterrogatories adminifived to all Witneles (exceps-
sig the Earl and Countefs of Suflolk) produced,
and examined on bebalf of the Earl of Effex, anl
who nad been produced againft him on the pait of
tbe Lady Frances Howard, i a Suit birought Iy
the faid Lady againft the Earl of Ellex, for 1he
Nullity of a pretended Marriage,

1. Let each Witnefs be interrogated, as to his
Age, Birth, Condition and Place of Abode; and
where he has chiefly refided for ten Years I+l palt
and how long he has known the Partics conuefting.

2. Whether he 15 a Relation or Kinfman of the
Party on whofe Behalf he 1s produced 5 and if fo,
in what degrec of Confanguinity.

3. Which of the Parties, Plaintiff or Defendant,
he molft favours; with which of them he is mott
converfant, and to which he would confer the
Better-of-the-day, if in his Power.

4. Whether he has communicated to any body,
or any body has conferred with him concerning the
Nature and Subfltance of his Depofition in this
Caufe: And if he anfwer in the Affirmative, then
let him declare with whom he fo conferred and
what the Difcourfe that paffed between them.

5. Whether he came of his own Accord, or by
Compulfion, to give his Teltimony in this Caufe.

6. Let him depofe what he knows of the Con-
tents in the 4th Article of the Libel put in, in this
Caufey or any Part thereof: And in what Month
and Year the Earl of Effex atrained to the full Age
of eightcen Years; and in what Place and Places
the Earl and the Plaintiff for the whole fpace of
three Years after fuch time, had Society of Bed and
Board, cohabited and lay together ; and for how
long together 1 each diftinét Place.

7. Let him likewife depofe what he can fay to
the Contents in the fixth Article of the aforefaid
Libels and whether he knows what perpetual and
incurable Impediment the Earl did and does labour
under ; and let him exprefs the Nazure and Qua-
Iity thereof, and when he knew it; and let him
give the Caufes of fuch his Knowledge in every
Circumitance,

8. Let him depofe likewife what he can fay to
the Contents in the 1oth Article of the faid Libel :
And of the Time and Place, and how often and
before whom the Earl confeffed and acknowledged
as in the fud Article is contained and fpecified,

Depofitions, upen the Articles of the Libel put in by
the Lady Frances Howard, taken June 2, 1613,

Katherine Fines, Daughter of Themas Lord Clin-
ton, aged about 18 Years, depofeth, that the hath
known the Lady Fraeuces for abouta Year and a
half, and the Lord Effex for above a Year.

To the 1ft, 2d, and 3d Article, cannot depole.

To the 4th Art. fays, That from Aidfwininei
laft to All-bollantide, the Earl of Effex and Lady
Frances remained and kept Company together as
Man and Wife; firlt in the Countefs of Leiceffer’s
Houfe at Drayton in Warwickfbire y and after at
the KarP’s own Houfe at Chartley in Staffordfbire :
And that for two of the Nights they lodged at
Drayton, being on a Sunday ar Night and on a
Monday at Night, they to her Knowledge Iay to-
5 gether
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gether in one Chamber ; fhe feeing the Ear] go in-
to the faid Chamber undrefs’d and ready for Bed 3
and fthe verily believes they did lie together in the
fame Bed thofe two Nights, for that fhe knows
there was but one Bed in the {atd Chamber, “That
before Chriftias laft the faid Lady Frances lying
at Salifpury-Houle in the Sirand, the Earl came
thither and went into the Chamber where Lady
Frances was in Bud, and went to Bed to her, and
there was no other Bed in that Chamber 3 and this
Deponent heard the Earl and Lady Frances talking
together a good part of that Night,

Hei Depofitions to the Interivogatories adminiftred for
the other Side.

To the ift Art, Speaks as to her Birth and A-

bode.
2d Art. That fhe is Coufin-German to the Lady

Frances.

ad Art. That as to this Caufe fhe favours the
Parties equallys that her Converfation js moft
with the Plaintiff; and that if it were in her Power,
fhe would give the Decifion according to Righe,

4th Art. Anfwers in the Negative.

sth Art. That the was not compelled, bur was
made acquatnted by fome that fhe fhould be ufed
as a Witnels 1n this Caufe, and had Notice given
her when fhe fhould come,

The Depofition of Llizaheth Raye, the Danghter of
Willum Raye, of Woodftock 7z Oxfordihire,
Gent. taceir to the Libel: Aged above 20 Years.

That fhe has known the Lady Frauces for above
two Years; and the Lar] of Effex for the fame
-tme.

To the 4th Art. That fhe ferved the Lady
Frances tor above twelve Months, and that thortly
after fhe came to ferve her, my Lady went to my
Lord Knowles’s Houfe at Cawfem in Oxfordfbire,
where fhe {tard about a Fortnight, and the Lord
Effex came thither to her, and lid in naked Bed
with the fud Lady Frances divers Nights, as this
Deponent hath heard them report that attended the
Lady in her Chamber: Thar the Deponent herfelf
at Drayton attending the faid Lady in her Cham-
ber, did fee them in naked Bed together as Man
and Wife for divers Nights 3 as they did likewife
afterwards at Chartley, tor above a Quarter of a
Year, and at Michaelinas after that, at Durbam-
Houfe at Loudon.

Her Examinaiion to the Iﬂtermgsztarfes i1 the
other Side.

To the 1ft Art. Speaks as to her Abode at
diftinét Times.

2d Art. Anfwers in the Negative,

3d Are, That fhe favours both Parties equally
converfes with neither of them; and if in her
Power, would have Right take place.

4th Art. Anfwers Negatively,

5th Art. That fhe was requefted to come to
teftify in this Caufe, bur was not compelled by
any Procefs,

Oth Art. Hath heard it reported that the Earl
of Effex was 22 Years old in Yaunary laft.

7th and 8th Art, No wife concern this Depo-
nent,

317
The Depofition of Frances Britien, Widow, taken tg
the Libel.

That fhe is aged about 55 Years, and hath
known both the Parties refpettively from their
Infancy.

To the 4th Art, That the Deponent having
oftentimes occafion of Bufinefs with the Lady
Frances, hath come to her fince her Marriage to
the Earl, and hach feen the Earl and fhe dineand
fup together as Man and Wife: That berween
Michaelmas and All-bollantide was threc Years,
this Deponent coming to Lady Frances’s Lodging
at Hampton-Court early in the Morning, the was
brought into the Bed-Chamber, where fhe did fee
them in naked Bed together 5 as likewile (he did
at Lady Frances’s Lodging at Whiteball : That
perceiving them in Bed together, this Deponent
ftept back, bur the Lady Katherine Howard her
Sifter being there, called the Deponent tn, and
then Lady frences ftept out of her Bed and left
the Earl there : That this was on St, Palentine’s-
day, for that Lady Katherine told the Earl, that
there was a Valentine for him. Cannot depofe
further, faving that when this Deponent was at’
Hampton-Court, 25 15 before mentioned, afier the
Earl and Lady Frances were rifen, the Lady mif-
fing a Pendant Ruby that ufually hong at the
Ring in her Ear, dcfired this Deponent to Jook
for 1t in the Bed. That thereapon fhe and the
Lady’s Chamber-maid turned down the Bed-cloaths,
and there they faw the Places where the Earl and
Lady hud lain, but that there was fuch a Diftance
between the two Places, and {uch a Hill between
them, that this Deponent is perfuaded they did
not touch one another that Night.

Her Examination on the other Side.

To the 1ft Art. Hath already fpoken.

2d Art. Anfwers Negatively.

3d Art. That the favours both Parties equally,
converfes moft with the Plaintiff, buc would have
Right take place in the Decifion of the Caule, if
in her Power.

4th Art. Speaks Negatively.

sth Art. Came at the Requeft of Lady Frances,
but no ways compelled.

6th Art. Refers herfelf to her former Depofi-

tion.
7th and 8th Art. Do not concern her to anfwer,

7he Depofition of Catherine Dandenell, one of the
Lady Irances’s demeflick Servants aged about

10 years,

Hath known the Lady Frances about four Years,
and the Earl for about three.

To the 4th Art, That about this time three
Years, Lady Frances went to the Lord Chamber-
lain, her Father’s, at Awdley-end in Effex, and re-
mained there all that Summer, whither the Farl
came to her and ftaid fometimes a Week, fome-

times a Fortnight, and they converfed together as

Man and Wife, and lay together many Nights to
this Deponent’s knowledge, who hath feen them
fo over Night, and hath found them together in
naked Bed in the Morning. As the likewife hath,
at the Earl’s Houfe at Chartley ; and at the Lady

Walfinghaw’s av the Tilt-yard ; and the Countefs
| of
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of Leicefier’s at Diayton ; and at Salifbury-boufe,
and Durbam-boufe.

Her Exvamination 1o the Interrogatorics on the
other Side.

To the 1ft Art. Hath already fpoke,

od Art. Anfwers Negatively.
ad Art. Moft favoureth the Lady Frances, and

is moft in her Company, and wifheth the Victory
to go where the Right 1s.

ath Art. Anfwers Negauvely.

sth Art. That fhe comes at the Plainufi’s Re-

quelt, no ways compelled.
6th Art, Refers herfelf to her former Depofi-

tion.
~th and Sth Art, Do not concern her to anfwer.

The Depafition of Anne Jaconim, one of the do-
meftick Scrvaunts of Lady Frances aged about
2.4 years.

Fath known the Parties in difference between
three and four Years.

To the 4th Art. That for all fuch Time fhe
hath attended on Lady Frances as her Chamber-
Maid, and thatall along until within thefe twelve
Months laft, the Earl hath cohabited at Bed and
Roard with the faid Lady Frauces, at White-ball,
Chaitley, Tilt-yard, and other Places: Hath often
feen them lie together naked in one and the fame
Bad, and at Salifhury-beufe in the Strand, fince
Chiiftinas laft.

In her Examination on the oppofite Side, de-
pofcth as the laft Wicnets did.

The Depofition of Thomas Bamforde, 2eowman 4

aged about 40 years,

Hath known the Lady Frances by fight about
five Years, and the Earl by fight about three
Years,

To the 1ft, 2d and 3d Art. Cannot depofe.

ath Art. Depofeth, That in 1611, about the
latter end of the Summer, the Earl of Effex and
Lady Frances were at the Lady Corbett’s Houfe in
Derbyfbire, whom the Deponent then did and fhill
doth ferve; that they continued there about a
Wecek, and dined or fupped together in the faid
Houfe, and lay together in one and the fame
naked Bed, as it was commonly thought amongft
the Servants of the faid Houle,

His Examination on ihe other Side,

To the firft Art, Hath already {poken.

2d Art. Anlwers Negatvely.

3d Art. That he favours both Sides equaily,
converfes with neither, and wifhetl the Viltory in
this Suit may go according as the Equity of the
Caufe requireth.

4th Art. Anfwers Negauvely.

sth Art. Came on Requeft of Lady Frances, no
ways compelled.

6th Art. Refers himfelf to his former Depofi-
rion,

7th and 8th Art. Not concerned to anfwer.

The Depofition of George i’owcll, Gent, aged about

36 Zears.

Hath known the Parties in, difference about
three Years.

To the 1ft, 2d and 3d Art. Cannot depofe,

4th Art. Says, That he ferved the Earl and
Lady Frances from May 1609, to this time, and
ftill doth attend on Lady Frewces. During all
which time they did cohabit and keep Company
together as Man and Wife, fometimes at /Fhite-
ball, Greenwich, and in their Progreis attending
the King and Queen, at Kenfington, all the Sum-
mer 1611, at Chartley, at Durbam-boufe, Awdlcy-
end, and other Places. That their Cohabitation
together continued till the end of the Year 1012,
and that it was commonly reported amongft the
Servants of the Houfe, that they did lie together
in one and the fame naked Bed. That this Depo-
nent hath from time to time feen their Servants put
them to Bed togethers; and that he hath come to
their Chamber to know thelr Commands, and ic
was told him they were in Bed together,  “That in
Fune or Fuly 1609, this Deponent being called in-
to their Lodging-Chamber at Greenwich, in a
Morning, faw them in naked Bzd together.

His Examination on the other Side.

To the 1t Art, Hath fpoken already.

2d Art. Anfwers Negatively,

3d Art. Favours both Parties equally, 15 moft
converfant with Lady Frances, his Employment
being to wait on her, and wifhes that Right may
take place.

ath Art. Anfwers Negatively.

5th Art. Comes on Requelt of Lady Frauces to
aive his Teftimony, and no ways compelled there-
to.
6th Art. Refers to his former Depofition.
th and 8th Arr, Concern not this Deponent to
anfwer.

The Depefition of William Power, of London
Merchant 5 aged near 60 Xears.

Hath known Lady Frances about ten Years,
and the Earl of Effex for about {even.
To the 1ft Art. Says, The Earl and Lady

Frances were in Chriftmas time, either {feven Years
fince laft Chriftmas, or feven come Chriftmas again,
to his knowledge married together in the Chapel
at WWhite-ball, for that this Deponent was prefent
at the Marriage.

adand 3d Art, Cannot depofe any thing certainly.

ath Art. Says, That this time two Years they
cohabited as Man and Wife, and kept Houfe to-
acther at the Earl’s Houfe at Chartley,  That this
Deponent was there about four Months, and hath
divers times been in their Lodging-Chamber in
a Morning, and hath feen them in naked Bed to-
aether,

Fis Examination on the other Side.

To the 1ft Are. Hath already fpoken.

od Art. Anfwers Negatively.

ad Art. Favoureth both the Parties in this Suit
alike, is moft in the Plintiff’s Company: And
wifheth they were come to an Agreement.

4th Art. Anfwers Negatively.

sth Art. That he came on no Compulfion, but
was requefted by Sir #illiain Button, on Behalf of
the Lady Frances.

6th Art. Refers himfelf to his Depofitions made
to the 4th Art of the Libel.

7th and $th Arc. Not concerned to anfwer the

fame.
The



1613.

The Depofition of
meftick Servants of the
above 1% -Years.

Benjamin Orwell, die of the do-
Lady Frances; aged

I{ath known the Parties in difference for feven
Y ears.

To the 1ft, 2d and 3d Art. Cannot depofe.

ath Art. Saith, That for thefe two Years lalk
paft, the Deponent hath continually attended on
Lady Frances at Kenfington, Chartley, the Lady
Corbet?s, Countels of Leicgfter’s, Lord Knowles’s,
nd in all thofe Places the Earl and Lady Framnces
cohabited together as Man and Wife, and, as 1t
was faid by their Artendants, did commonly lie
together in the fame Bed naked. Hath feen the
Farl come out of the Lady’s Lodging-Chamber
- his Pantables, having nothing on him but his
Shirt : And verily believes he at fuch times came

out of B:d from the faid Lady frances.

I7is Examination on the other Side.

To the 1ft Art. Hath fpoken already.

2d Arr. Anfwers Negatwvely,

ad Art, That touching this Suit he favoureth
the Parties alike, is mott in Company with the
Plaintif: and if it were in him he would beftow
the Victory where the maft Righ 1S.

4th Art. Anfwers Negativery.

sth Art. Anfwers, He was defired by Sir il-
liam Butten, on the Plainuls’s Behalf, to come and
teftify in this Caufe, and 15 not compelled.

G Art. Refers to his former Depofition,

»th and 8th Art. Not concern’d to aniwer,

The Depofition of the Right Hpsunonrable Thomas
Earl of Suffolk, Lerd High Chamberlain of the
Houfold, teken the 1oth of June 1613 3 aged
abott 57 years.

To tft Art. Says, Itistrue, for he was prefent
at the Solemnizaiion of the pretended Marriage.

od Art. That Lady Frances was above thirteen
Years of Age at the Time of the faid Marriage,
and is now above 22 Years old.

ad Art. That at the time of the Marriage the
Farl was above 1. Years of Age, as the Deponent
hath heard his Friends, who were likely to know
his Age, reports and 1s now above 22 Years old.
Thar to that Time and {ince the Earl was, in the
Judgment of Men, of good Health and Strength
of Body, except at two feveral Times, when he
was fick of th= Small-pox and an Ague 3 and was
likely to be able to have the carnal Knowledge of
2 Woman, for any thing this Deponent could
judge,

ath Art. Knows that afeer the Ear] was come
to the Age of 15 Years, he and Lady Fraices
kept Company, and lay rogether as Man and
Wife, for three whole Years : Fath {een them 1n
Bed together fometimcs.

sth and 6th At Thae notwithftanding the Pre-
miles, the Farl never had any carnal Knowledge
of Lady Iraices, nor never could, as the Ltarl
hath confefied to the Deponent.

7th, $th and gih Art. Bilieves thefe Atticles to
be true.

roth Art. That the Earl, in this Deponent’s

hearing, confefled divers times, in {everal Com- .

panies, that he hath done his Endeavour to have
carnal Knowledge of Lady Fremeer, and yet never
could.

5
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11th Art. Believes this Article to be true.

12th, 13th, 14thand 1 sth Art. Refers him{elf
to-the Regifter of the Court of Delegates.

16th Art. Says his above Depofitions are truc.

The Depofition of the Right Hosnouyable Katherine
Countefs of Suffolk ; aged about 47 years.

To 1f, 2d, 2d Art. Depofes they are truc.
4th, sth, 6th, 7th Art. Believes to be true.
8th Art. Depofes to be truc of her knowledge.
gth Art, Believes to be true.
voth Art. Hath heard it reported, and believes
it to be true. ‘
11th Art, Believes the fame to be true.

4th Are, &c. Concludes as the Earl of Suffolf.

The Lowd Archbiftop of Canterbury’s Reafons
againft the Nullily.

Inafmuch as we firmly believe, that the Scrip-
ture doth direéily, or by confequence, contaln in It
fufficient matter to decide all Controverfizs, efpe-
cially in things appertaining to the Church, as that
Marriage among Chriftians can be no lefs ac-
counted than a facred Thing, as being inftitured
by God himfelf in Paradile, honoured by the Pre-
(once of our Saviour himfif, declared by St. Paz/
to be a Sign of the fpiritual Conjunctions between
Chrift and the Church:

I would be glad to know, and by whar Text of
Scripture, either by the Old or New Teftament,
2 Man may have a Warrant to make a Nullity of a
Marriace folemnly celebrated, propter maleficiam
verfus banc,

Which I do the rather afk, becaufe I find war-
rant exprefly in the Scriptures to make a Nullity of
1 Marriage propter frigiditatem, by the Words of
our Saviour, Mat. 19. 12. For there be fame caafte,
or Eunuchs, which are [o born of their Mothers
Belly, and there be fome which are made chafte of
Men, and there be fome which bave made theisfelves
chafte for the Kingdoir of Heaven.

I would alfo know gladly what antient Father
amongft the Greeks or Latins, by occafion of In-
terpretation of Scripture, or any Difputation, hath
mentioned sialeficiuiiz veifis haic.

The like 1 demand touching antient Councils,
cither General or Provincial, and concerning Storizs
Reclefiaftical, whether any fuch matter be to be

found in them,
If for aught that appeareth never mention was

made of this, till Hircanus Rbemifis Epifcopus, who
lived four hundred years after Chrift 5 it may well
he conceived rhat this was a Concomitant of Dark-
nefs or Popifh Superftition, which about that trme
grew to {o great an height (God permitting them)
that Punithment might fall upon the Children of
Unbelief. ,

But fince the Light of the Gofpel is now in {o
great a meafure broken forth again, why fhould
not I hope that thofe, who have imbraced the Gol-
pel, fhould be free from this Maleficinm 5 eipe-
cially fince amongft a Million of Men in our Age,
chere is but one found in ail our Country, who is
clearly and evidertly known to be eroubled with
the fame? And if there fhould be any which {hould |
[cem to be molefted, we are taught to ufe two
Remedies, the one temporal Phylick, the other

cteinal,

For the frft, our Saviour faid, Hoc genus Dains-
niorum non cjicitur, nifi per orationzm & jejumise :

and
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and St, Peter fpeﬂking*of fhe Devil, Cu; refiftiie [enlentian ferat., Primuin, an impotentia p;-.,f:.e_'[kn';
Jirmé in fidey and the Canonifts themfclves prefcribe  IVupiias.  Secundum, an fit fubfecnta Nuptias, Tor.

Alms, Fafting and Prayer to be ufed in this Cafe;
but that they join Supplication and their Exorcifms
thereunto, and for corporeal Medicine to be ap-
phied therewith as againft a2 Dileale : fo 1s the
Judgment of our late Divines, whether they fpeak
of Maleficium or not.

Now admit the Earl of £ffex might be imagined
to be troubled with Maleficinin verfus bane ; 1 de-
mand what Alms hath been given, what Fafting
hath been uled, and what Prayvers have been poured
forth to appeafe the” Wrath of God towards him
or his Wifes or what Phyfick hath been taken, or
Medictne hath been applied for three Years to-
gether? Not one of thefe things: but the frlt hear-
ing muit be to pronounce a Nullity in the Mar-
riage, of which Declaration we know the begin-
ning, but no mortal Man’s Wit can forefee the
end, either in his Perfon, or n the Example,

Then the Archbifhop for Confirmation of his
Opinion thewed the Teltimony of MelainZharn,
Pezclius, Hemiugins, Poslanus, Aicvlaiius, Beza,
Zauchius,

Judicium Pailippi Melan&honis de divortils ex
1mpotentia,

Erfone qus non funt idonee ad commixtionen con-

Jugalen nequaquain firnt conjuges, fed cum explo-
rala ¢ff frigiditas, Judex pronunciet illas perfonas Ji-
beras elfe.  Nec fit tunc divortini, quia noit erat con-
Jugivin, juxta dicdum Mat. 19. fod fit declaratio, ut
alii feiant, tllam focietatem non effe conjuginin, € per-
Joine que babet nature vires integras, concedi alini
Jeelicioren copulationem legitimam, Sed ad explorandans
Jrigiditatem Furatempus conftitunnt, ff res dubia eff,
ne ante tricimium fiat fejunétio. Eodein iodo prounun-
crant de iis in quibus natura ita lofa off fafcine aut
venthido, ul ope medica fanari non poffit, fi toto trici-
mo fruftra tentata eff medicatio,

Tante autem off virtus aliguaruimn mnlicrum, ut oe-
celient imbecillitates virorum, ficuti wiri doltiffiani
Simonis Grynei foror narravit, fo, wmorine prima
conjuge, duxiffe viduain virginen, que vadecin cinos
nupla fuerit virve frigido, nec wwqnam wlli, ante
worke viviy banc vem patefecis. Hee MelanBhon in
locis : Loco de conjugio, que Chriftopberus Pezelins fuis
i Melancthonis examen explicationibus infernit, € eis
adjecit hane annotationesn, Impotentia alio naturalis,
alia accidentalis o, Noturalis, cuim quis natura noi
eft tdonzis ad cominintioncis conjugalemn. Accidentalis,
cuiir quis eff caftratus, ant veneficio corrupius. Rurfus
e €5 VeReficio accidit finpotentia, aut curari foteft
medicamentis, aut off perpetua, Ex bis diftiniiionibus

Juinitur explicatio qu.cftionis, an, €3 quoiiodotipotentia
Jiz canfa divoriii. Nag inter impotentes, non poteft
coifiare conjugiuin, ouia deeff caufa fufficiens & finalis,
Piiiicin, ui perfona illa qie fane cff, decepta fuir,
& ignorans duxit impotenten, noi igitur potuit offe
conjenjus, g oft cauja cfficiens Matiimonii. Secunds,
duplex off finis conugii, unns ef generatio fobolis, ficut
dicitti, Crefeite & wmltiplicamini s Alter Jiuis eff,
Vitalio confujionis lididinum, justa diftus s Vitaid.e
Jforiicaticnis confa mufguifgue babeat uxereis. Hee
Pezolivs 2 parte explicat, I Examen Melanhss,

In cadem Caufa Hemingii Judicium.
E Nbabilitas corpernm ad ufum matrimonii divortii
& carja eff, G nonnunguom fafting €3 veneficio adeo
inbabiles redduntur wiri, e nunguam fanari poffint.
Sed plura funt judicii perpendenda, antequam divortii

5

titmy an fit curabilis.  Quartum, an cins vei smulier
confeia fuerit ante Nuptias. Si precefferit Nuptias,
poteft liberari perfona [ana divortium petens, noi ening
Juitverm conjuginm, fiquidess non legitimg confentinnf,
ctti wanns fallit,alter errat, fallit impotensyerrat potons.
Cum ergo Dens nec fallaciain nec ervoremn probat, oy
ofi dicendus eos conjunrxiffe,  Proinde Fudex, fi intel.
lexerit ex probationibus incurabile effe vitinm, oy de-
claiabit fio teflimonio, non fuifle Matrimoninin s veruin
Ji [pes fit curaticiis, Lrieniium flatuatur, in que patien-
ter expectetur curatio s que fi fruftva tentata fueris,
Judex pronunciabit Conjugium nullum fuiffe

Si fubfecutuin off virivi poft anptias & complexin
waittalein confugin, nitllo patfo permittendnm off di-
voriiam: fortina eniin afflicia, fi abfir culpa, patienter
1 conjugio ferenda ¢f. St alter fuerit coirfciits fnfii-
mitalis allerins aite nuptias, cogentur fimel babitare,
5 alic gificia fiki watuo praftare: Nam perfone con-
Jeia witii alterins abfque auvio fraudei meditata off,
grue fraus wcir devet illi prodefe, fi poffea divertiniis
petat.  Hec Hemingius libello de Conjugio, Repudio,
{5 Divertio.

Polan; profefioris Theo. nuper in Academia
Bafilienfi Judicium,

Onpuginin inive poffunt, qui non funt notura vel

arte Spadones, aut quibus nature jon et Lejo
Jafeino aut venepeio,  Tales enim perfone nequaguam
Jiunt conjuges. Ideo eticim nuptiis celebratis, cum trienns
Spatio explorata eff [padonis frigiditas, aut toto trienniy
teitata eff nature lefw medicatio, Fudex pronuncicre
poteft illas pevfonas liberas effe. Polanus i, 10, Syit-

iag, cap, 53.

* Arcularii nuper profefforis Theol. in  * siv Trea-
Academia Marpurgenfi Judicium, larii,

Nter perfouas que propier frigiditatem alindve ia-
ture Vitini ad ujiin conjugii fuit ineple, cuii ioi

Jit conjuginian, tefe Corifto Mat, 19. divortinm bic lo-

cuin babere polerit, Siguam igitur perfonain talewn al-
teri jungi Contingat, fudex, explorata frigiditate ant
nature vikio, wiyamque perfonaim liberam prontcia-
bit.  Perro ad explorandam frigiditatem Fura trien-
iz teinpus preferiount, frefertiie fi ves dubia fir.
ldeir judicinmn off de eis quorni noture vel fafeing
vel wencficio ita fit lefu, ut ad conjugii ufiim reddan-
tur fnspiz s S omncin wedicoruin operam intra trien-
ann nancin fueriat experti, Hee Arcwlarius in
arcy federis, cap, 23,

Theodori Beze Judicium.

X Poifalia cuin perfonis paralyfi iminedicabili, que
S corpus proifus cuervavity frigiditate infanabili,
genialim parliven privatione, vel ades infigni lefione,
wt perpelua cortus ipolentia neceflario confequetur,
ajfeétis, contracia proifus inutilia funt, cum ad matri-
monitiny a Deo vocati videri won poffint, gui fidems
wm fponfalicus datam prafiare, naturali objesio witio
nequennt.  RQuod fi [ponfalibus failis, conjugio tamey
nondums yeipfa confuminato, ejufinodi malum Super-
venerit, fentio efufinodi fponfalia, wveluti Deo ipfe

Jtbeute, divimende s ut, quid objefto perpetuo impedi-

wento, palamn demanflret, fibi iftivfinodi fpoafalia non
placere.  Beza lib. de Divert. & Repud. pag. 91,
Genev. 1591, fnpreff.

Aigue banc fuaim dollrinam Beza multis ex focre

Jeripure teflimoniis probat : fed tentuin pag. o4. ci

anas canlicies adjecit,

Primam, fi frigidus poffea
conaliit,
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convallit, repeteve\ priorem uxorem, errore, viz, Sepa-
ratam oportet, etiamfi alteri poffea effet conjuniia :
[ecundam cantionem, refe ommino in iffiufmodi contro-
verfits confritutum e, (ne quid wvidelicet fieret, quod
pofiea mutari fine magno offendiculo non poffer) ut
srienninm faltems ab ipfo copulationis, i. e, dufle uxoris
die expefiarciur, priufquam ifti morbi infanabiles effe,
&3 fponfalia confugiave dirimenda pronunciarentur,
Hoc autem omnino de iis vitiis accipiendum eft que per
fe non patent.  Nam alioqui, ut in exeitione, vel figuis
nature vitio, teftibus ant genitali membro careat, quor-
fum ullum temports intervallum ?

Zanchit Judicium.

Uenradmodum Beza, fic nec Zanchins impotentiam

ex veneficio attiget, fed tantum docet, quofdam

effe cafus, quibus matrimonia in ipfa Ecclefia denedifia

nulla fint, (3 fubind2 hec exempla fubjungit. §i cum

eo contrabitur, qui vir non erat, fed [pado, ant proper

perpetuum ¢i nfanabilens saorbum, officium conjugis

preftare nullo mode potefft. Hec Zanchius lib, 4. de

op. Dei, cap, 3. fed illam nec fcripture teftimoniis nec
rationibus cenfirmat,

To thefe Arguments of the Archbifhop, the
King vouchfafed to give an Anfwer himfelf, which
was as follows.

The K I NGs Anfwer.

¢ O the Firlt Aruicle, thae the Scripture doth
¢ directly or by confequence contain fufficient
¢ matter to decide all Controverfies, efpecially in
© this appertaining to the Church: This in my
¢ Opinion is prepofterous, and one of the Puritans
¢ Arguments, without a better Diftinfiion or Ex-
¢ planation.

¢ For the Orthodox Propofition is, That the
¢ Scripture doth direétly, or by confequence, con-
* tatn In 1t jufficient Matter to decide all Contro-
¢ verfiesin Points of Faich and Salvation, of which
¢ forta Nullity of Marriage cannot be accounted
¢ for one; and therefore your Confequence upon
“ the former Propofition muft fail,

¢ For further fatisfaction of your following Quef-
“ tion (1 fay) your fecond Queftion doth anfwer
“ itz 1f there be warrant in Scripture for pronoun-
“ cing a Nullity propter frigiditatem, then all the
¢ means which may make him frizidus verfus bane,
“ mult be comprehended therein ; for why doth
¢ our Church juftly condemn the Marriage of a
“ Man with his Sifter’s Danghters, or the Marriage
¢ of two Silters, but u¢ paritate rationis, for none
“ of them are in terminis prohibited by the Scrip-
¢ ture? only the Conclufion is gathered 2 paritate
¢ rationis. For 1t 1t be not lawful to marry the
‘ Father’s Wife, becaufe thereby you difcover
¢ your Father’s Shame; nor his Sifter, becaufe fhe
¢ 1s his Kinfwoman ; nor your own Sifter, becaufe
“ thercby you difcover your Father’s and your
‘ Mother’s Shame: it can no more be lawful to
¢ marry your Sifter’s Daughter, for thereby alfo
¢ you difcover your own Shame 3 as alfo the fame
“ reafon ferves for afcending or defcending in
“ Points of Confanguinity, quia par et ratio.

“ The hke is tn this cafe 5 for altho’ Chrift fpake
‘ only of three forts of Eunuchs, yet Ratio ef
‘ quia non poteh effe Copulatio inter Eunuchum &3
“ Mulierem 5 and therefore St, Paul, 1 Cor, vii,
“ telleth us clearly, that it is not Confuginm fine

‘ Copulatione, 1 conclude, therefore, a ‘paritate
Vou, L

¢ three forts all Inability which doth perpetuvally
< hinder Copulationem wverfus banc, whether it be
¢ natural or accidental ; for what difference is there
¢ between cutting off the Hand, and being made
¢ impotent thereof ? Amputatio € Mutilatio membri,
¢ is all one in the Civil Law ; and that is a [ike
¢ defrauding of the Woman, when either he who
¢ is to be her Hufband is gelded, or when the vie
¢ of that Member towards her is by any unlawiul
¢ means taken from him. Netther 1s it any way
¢ needful to crave the particular Warrant of Scrip-
¢ ture for a Nullity, no more than of Warrant in
¢ this place for any Nullity atall; for Chrift doth
¢ not dire@ly fay, that a Marriage fo made fhall
¢ be nullified, neither doth he teach us what form-
« or procefs thall be ufed in that, neither makes he
¢ mention of the triennial Probation, no more
¢ than he forbiddeth Marriage within the fourth
¢ Degree, without leave obtained of the Bithop cf
¢ the Diocefe. It is then fufficient to all moderate
¢ Chriftians to be taught out of the Word of Ged,
¢ that Marriage is nulla_fine Copulatione 3 and thele
¢ words, guos Deos conjunxit, are never found In
¢ S-ripture, where &' eruns ef doth not proceed,
¢ viz. they two fhall be one Flefh.

¢ But whether the Impediment be vniverfal, or
¢ wverfus hanc only; or whether the Faulr thereof
¢ hath been born with him, or done to him by
¢ Violence, or fallen unto him by Difeafz, or Dif-
¢ proportion, or Inaptitude betwixt the Parties,
¢ or unnatural Pratices, that is ever gar ratio, he
“ is Eunuchus werfus hanc & omnes alias, {eeing to
¢ him only was fhe married.

¢ Then Paritate rationis, {uch Nullities are
¢ grounded upon the aforefaid warrant of Scrip-
¢ ture, neither had Chrift any occafion to fpeak of
¢ the Fews Marriage concerning Maleficium wverfus
¢ banc: for tho’ it be apparent that God made
¢ King Abimelech and his Servants unable to abufe
“ Sarab, Abraban’s Wife, and {o was he made by
¢ God himfelf Eunnchus verfus banc, and that it be
¢ not improbable that the Devil being God’s Ape,
¢ fhould imitate God’s Works, by his filthy
¢ Witcheraft, by making fuch as God will permit
“ him, unable werfus benc ; howbeit, 1t is very
¢ probable that it was long after that time the
¢ Devil put that trick upon the Earth.

¢ As for the third and fourth Queltions, what
¢ mention the Fathers and Councils do make of
< Maleficium verfus banc, 1 anfwer, that it may be
¢ (if they were well fearched) that either {ome-
¢ thing to this purpofe in them, or at the lealt A4/i-
¢ guid analoguin, with a paritate rationis, or by con-
“ {equence, may ferve to decide the Queltion.

¢ But leaving this to fearch, my main Anfwer
¢ 15, That we muft diftinguifh oit-times: for in all
¢ the firft Ages, as long as Perfecution lay heavy
¢ ypon the Church, and before the Empire became.
¢ Chriftian, the Church did not meddle with any
¢ thing, which drew a Confequence after it of
¢ Pofleflions, or Inheritance, as Marriage doth ;
¢ nay, even divers hundred Years after the Con-
¢ verfion of the Emperors, the Judgment and
¢ Dectflion of all {fuch Queftions did ftill remain i
¢ foro Civili, till the Popedom began to wax great,
¢ and aflume, or rather ufurp to her felf a fupreme
and independent Fudicatory in all Ecclefiaftical
Caules: and therefore the Fathers and Councils
¢ had no occafion to make mention of that which

¢ was DOt de prefors at that ume,
' Tt
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¢ And befides, that is an evil Argument to fay
¢ fuch a thing is not lawful, becaufe the Fathers
- ¢ and Councils made no mention of 1t: for you
¢ know much better than I, diversand many Points
¢ becwixt the Papifts and us are never mentioned
¢ by the Fatbers, becaufe they could never have

¢ dreamed that fuch Queftions would arife ; and

¢ therefore are the Fathers exatt only in fuch Quef-
¢ tionsas were agitated upon the State at that time,
¢ as D¢ Trinttate, de duabus in Chriffo Naturis, and
¢ fuch like: and therefore *tis fufficient that there
¢ can be nothing found which may juftly be un-
¢ derftood to contradict this Opinion. ‘

¢ And it is very probable (as I faid before) that
this trick of Malefizium had not then been put
n prattice in the World, and therefore not

not the Devil as well find out new tricks of
Witcheraft (when God will permit him) as he
did daily new Sefts of Herefies 2 for his Malice
can never end until the end of Times.

¢ To the fifth Argument, my former Anfwer
“ doth alfo ferve; for till the 400th Year after
¢ Chrift, 1t may be that devilith trick came never
¢ to be difcovered. You know the old Proverb,
¢ ex malis moribus bone leges: and it is not unlike-
¢ ly that the time of Darknefs gave the Devi/ oc-
* cafion to devife fuch new Tricks (look my
¢ Danonology) and yet was that Law for which
¢ you cite Hircanus, by Charles the Great, who in
¢ many great Points (as you know) had fo great

L L T . [ ] | "~ " n

“ Light, as I do fcarce term this Time a Time of

¢ Blindnefs: but howfoever the Darknefs was in
¢ points of Superftition, I will ftill maintain (as
¢ I have ever done) that for matters of Order and
¢ Policy, all the World fhall never be able to find
‘ out any fo good and {o old an Order of Argu-
* ment to be put in the place of it: in fign where-
“ of there 15 no well governed Commonwealth
“ 1 the Chnftian World, wherein the Common-
“ Law 1s not received to judge in Queftions of
“ that nature ; and it is certain, that this Queftion
“ now In hand, 15 only a Queftion of Order and
“ Policy : for the ground of this Queftion, that the
¢ effential point of Matrimony cannot be accom-
¢ plithed fine copula, 1s warranted by exprefs Scrip-
‘ ture, and confefled by your felf.

¢ To your fixth Argument (or rather Hope) I
¢ fear that Hope fhall prove contrary to Faith;
¢ for as fure as God is, there be Dewils, and fome
“ Dewils muft have fome Power, and their Power
° 15 in this World, neither are the £lef exempted
¢ from this Power ; Fob was not, Pau/ was not:
“ Chrift faid to all his Dilciples, Cribraverit wos
¢ Sathanas 5 and if the Dev:/ hath any Power, it
¢ 1s over the Flefh, rather over the flthieft and
“ moft finful part thereof, whereunto original Sin
“ 1s foldred ; as God, before and under the Law,
“ to thew gfficialeins of purging Man’s original Sin,
¢ ordamed the Preputium of the Forefkin: and to
¢ exempt this of our Profeflion from the Power of
 Witchcraft, is 2 Paradox never yet maintained
© by any learned or wife Man,

¢ That the Devil’s Power is not {o univerfal a-
¢ gainft us, that I freely confefs; but that it is
¢ utterly reftrained groad #os, how was then a
¢ Minifter of Geneva_ bewitched to death, and
¢ were the Witches daily punithed by our Law?
¢ If they can harm none but the Papifts, we are
* too charitable for avenging of them only.

¢ datan 1s permitted to punifh Man, as well for

¢ his breach of the fecond as of the firft Table,

known or mentioned by them; for why may

¢ and thereof are we no lefs guilty than the Papifts
¢are; and if the Power of Witchcraft may reach
¢ to our Life, much more to a Member, not {o
¢ governed by the Fancy, wherein the Devil hath
¢ his principal Operation 5 and he may fo eftrange
¢ the Hufband’s Affeftion towards the Wife, as
¢ he cannot be able to perform that Duty to her ;
¢ for that is a common thing in many Men’s Na-
¢ tures, that they cannot do that thing but where
‘ they love, nor fight but where they are angry.
¢ God keep us therefore from putting the Trial of
¢ our Profeffion upon Miracles; let the Miracle-
‘ mongers live by their own Trade.

“ To the feventh Argument touching Remedies;
¢ what do you know, whether both Parties, or
< either of them hath ufed thefe means of Remedy
or not? And that fpecial Remedy fhould be ufed
¢ publickly, for there I can fee no Neceflity ; for
* Non intereft Reipub. nec Ecclef. and private Per-
¢ fons are commanded to do their Faftings and
¢ Alms, fecretly and in private ¢ no fuch Cure alfo
“ is likely to fucceed well, except the Parties own
“ Hearts and Defires be fet thereupon.

¢ And as for your Conclufion upon your Jncom-
“ modum, whether upon his Perfon or the Example,
* I can fee none in ¢ither, {o as to the Couple, be-
‘ tween them Marriage was never accomplithed
“ truly ; they will peradventure both of them by
¢ the Declaration of the Nullity be capable to ac-
¢ complifh Marriage with others, which they could
‘ never do between themfelves 3 wherein they may
“ have the Satisfation of their Hearts, and enjoy
¢ the Blefling of Procreation of Children,

¢ And as for the Example, the Law fhall be ful-
¢ filled with due Adminiftration of Juftice, which
¢ cannot prove for an Example or Precedent of a
¢ counterfeit Nullity hereafter, Authoritas faéti, or
“ rather non faiti, fed luce clarior in this cafe, bee
¢ fides the many Probations and Confeffions of the
¢ Parties which have been taken in this Procefs -
¢ whereas by the contrary, they fhall be forcibly
¢ kept together, but never their Perfons or Af-
¢ fections, and they ftill be forced to live in per-
¢ petaal Scandal, or Mifery, or both; and what
¢ fuch a kind of forced Continency may avail, the
¢« Monks Contineficy may teach us: and for a Pre-
¢ cedent in time to come, that reacheth no fur-
¢ ther, than to open a way of lawhul Relief, toany
¢ Perfon who fhall chance to be diftreffed in that
¢ {ort,

¢ And for legal Doubts, they concern none of
¢ your Calling; if your Confcience be refolved in
¢ points of Divinity, that 1s your part to give your
¢ confent to the Nullity, and let the Lawyers take
¢ the burden of making that firm; and as for the
¢ Triennial Probation, I hope no Man can be fo
¢ blind as to make a doubt, whether that be taken
¢ before or after the Suit begun: and in conclu-
¢ fion of Divine Solution of this Queftion proved
« clearly, that this Refolution of this Doubt, how-
¢ foever it was in Blindnefs as you think, that is
¢ now proved in the greateft time of Licht and
¢ Puarity of the Profeflion of the Gofpel.

¢ And for your Extract upon the late Divines
¢ Opinions upon this Queftion, I cannot guefs
¢ what your Intent was in {fending them to me, for
¢ they all agree in Terms with my Opinion: buc
¢ there is fuch a thing as Maleficium, && Maleficiale
“ verfus bancy and your very interlude Paflages
¢ prove that cleareft : and for that Advice con-
¢ cerning the Remedies, that 18 but Conflinm nox
¢ Decretun, not impofing a Neceflity ; but is to

‘ he
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¢be ufed by Difcretion, as occafion fhall prove
¢ and requirre it,

¢ To conclude then, if this may fatisfy your
¢ Doubts, I will end with our Saviour’s Words
¢ to St. Peter, Gum converfus fueris, confirma fra-
¢ tres tuosy for on my Conicience, all the Doubts
I have yet feen, are nothing but nodos in feirpo

¢ ng.ferere.,’

Notwithftanding the Confeffions in the Earl’s
Anfwer, the Court thought it neceflary to fatisty
themfclves of the Truth by the Infpeétion of Mid-
wives and Matrons, Whercupon it was decreed
by the Court, that {ix Midwives of the beft Note,
and ten other noble Matrons, out of which they
themiclves would chule two Midwives, and four
Marrons, fhould infpect the Countefs, the Entry
whereof 1s as follows: Tunc Dowmini, viz, Arch.
Cant. Lond. Elienf, Covent. & Lichf. Czfar,
Parry, Donne, Bennet, Edwards, habita inter eos
priveta deliberatione, ex numero matronarum pre-
ditt. elegerunt,

The Lady Mary Tirwhit, Wite of Sir Philip

Tirwhit Bart,

Iady Alice Carew, Wife of Sic Matthew Carew.

Lady Dalifon, Wife of Sir Roger Dalifon,

Lady Anue [faller, \Widow.

&5 ex obftetricuin numeio, €3¢, Margaritam Mercer
& Chritianam Chelt. Et afignirunt Procurato-
e difle domtine Franciice ad fifenaum bujufmodi
infoerices coram Reverendo Patre Epifc, London,
Cxfar, Donne, &c. inier celeros ncisinat. iffo die
fiter boras quintam 3 fextam poft seridieim, jura-
sientitin in bac parte fubituras, atqe? infpeétione fafla
fdeliter relaturas earni judiciun juxta eartm [cien-
tiam {3 experientiaiizy, &Gc. coram diflis Dominis
D:lesatis, ficnt preferiur, affigratis quam cito fier
poffit ante horain quartam &8 jextaw poff meridiern
dici fouis proxime, alioguin ad comparend. hoc in
loco, coram Commiflariis dicte die Fovis inter horas
quartan & fextam poft meridiein ejufdem diei, earum
Judicium banc i parte tuic velaturas, & ad interef-
fendum boia & loco refpediivé prediftis, ad videnduns
finfpectrices predifias furamento in bac parte onerari s
nec non quibnfeungue aliss dicbus hore & loco pre-
diftos Doininos Commiflarios nomitat, diflis iifpefiri-
ctbus, ad veferendum earnm judicivin affignat,

Accordingly between the Hours of that Day
aforefaid, were prefented before the Delegates the
faid Ladies, and fworn ad inguirend. & tufpiciend.

1. Whether the Lady Frances were 2 Woman
fit and apt for carnal Copulation without any De-
fect, which might difable her for that purpofe.

2. Whether fhe werea Virgin carnally unknown
by any Man,

Whercupon they went from the Prefence of the
Commiflioners mnto the next Room where the
Countefs was, who was left alone with the faid
Yadies®. After fome convenient time they re-
turned, and delivered in their Report under their
Hands; all Perfons being removed except the Re-
gifter, that fo the Ladies and Midwives might
more freely deliver their fecret Reafons, .
which were not fit to be inferted into the Record 3
and this 1s 1n fum their Report:

1, That they believe the Lady Franmces fitted
with Abilities to have carnal Copulation, and apt
to have Children.
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2, That fhe is a Virgin uncorrupted.

And to corroborate all this, the Countefs in open
Court produced feven Women of her Confingui-
nity, That inafmuch as the Trath was beft known
to herfelf, the might by virtue of her Oath dif-
cover the fame, and her Oath fhould be no farther
regarded than as it was confirmed by the Oath of
her Kinfwomen,  In order hereto the Countefs took

an Oath, That fince the Earl was eighteen Years
old, for three Years he and the had lain in Bed, &,
as in the Libel. And then the feven Noble Wo-

men, vz,

Katharine Countefls of Suffolk,
Frances Countels of Kildare,
Elizabeth Lady Walden,
Elizabeth Lady Rueves,
Lady Katharine Thynne,
Mrs. Katharine Fienies,

Mrs, Dorothy Neale,

being fworn, depofed that they belicved the fame
was true ;3 and in particular becaufe,

1. Thatafter they were both grown to Years of
Puberty, they both endeavour’d Copulation.

2. That notwithftanding, on her paet, as ap-
pear’d by the Infpetors, fhe remain’d a Virgin
uncorrupted.

3. That the Earl had judicially {worn that he
never had, nor could, nor fhould ever know her
carnally.

Whereupon the Delegates declared the Law to
be, That smpotentia coéund: in wire whatioever,
whether by natural Defeét, or accidental Means,
whether abfolute towards all, or refpettive to his
Wife only, if it precede Matrimony, and be per-
petual (as by Law is prefumed, when after three
Years Trial, after the Man is of the Age of eigh-
teen Years, there has been #il ad coprlam, and the
Marriage not confummated) is 2 juft Caufe of Di-

vorce a vinculo maotrimonii s and that the Proofs

produced in this Cafe were abundantly fufficient to
convince them of the Earl’s Impotency ; and there-
fore pronounced Sentence that they fhould be di-
vorced from each other, and be at Liberty to
marry again ; which Sentence was as follows.

“ That Robert Earl of Effex, and the Lady
¢ Frances Howard, contraéted by fhew of Mar-
¢ riage, did cohabit in one Houfe, and lie toge-
“ ther in one Bed 3 Nudus cuin nuda, & folus cuin
¢ folay and that the faid Lady Frances did thew
* her felf prompt and ready to be known of him,
¢and that the faid Ear! neither did nor could
¢ have Knowledge of her, altho’ he did think
¢ himfelf able to have Knowledge of other Wo-
¢ men; and that the faid Lady Frances by In-
¢ fpection of her Body by Midwives, expert in
¢ matter of Marriage, was proved to be apt for
¢ carnal Copulation with Man, and yet a Virgin::
¢ Therefore we the faid Judges deputed 1n the
¢ Caufe, firft invocating the Name of Chrift, and
¢ fetting God bafore our Eyes, do Pronounce,
¢ Decree, and Declare, That the Earl of Zffex,
¢ for fome fecret, incurable, binding Impediment,
¢did never carnally know, or was, or Is able
¢ carnally to know the Lady Frances Howard :
¢ And therefore we do Pronounce, have Decreed,
« and do Declare, the pretended Marriage fo con-

*® Some Authors fay, that the Countefs under & pretence of Modefly, baving obtain’d leave to put on a Veily, awhen fhe wwas infpedicd,
eaufed a young Woman of her Age and Stature, drefy'd in ber Clathes, to fland the Search in ber place,

Vor. L
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‘rracted and folemnized de fafo between them,
¢ to have been, and to be utterly void and to no
¢« Effedt, and that it did want, and ought to want
¢ the ftrength of the Law: And that the Lady
¢ Frances was, and is, and {o ought to be free,
¢ and at liberty from any Bond of fuch pretended
¢ Marriage de fafio, contracted and folemnized.

¢ And we do Pronounce, that fhe ought to be
¢ divorced, and fo we do I'ree and Divorce her,
¢ Jeaving them as touching other Marriages to their

¢ Con{ciences in the Lord.
¢ Which our definttive Sentence and Decree we

¢ ratify and publifh.’

Thomas Hint,

Lancel, Ely,

Rich. Coven, and Litehf.
Fobir Reffcin.

Bifhops.

QA e (e
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3. The Trial of Richard Wefton

3 Jac. I."-

} Doctors.

The following Commiflioners could notagree to
this Sentence, and therefore abiented themielves.

Fulins Cefar,
Thomas Parry,
Daniel Donne;

George Cant, .
Fobn London., } Bithops.
Fobn Bennet,

Francis Fames, }Do&ors.
Thomas Edwards,

Dec, 5. Soon after this Sentence; the Countefs
was married to the Vifcount Rochefer, lately made
Ear] of Semerfer.
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XXII. The Trial of Ricuard WEsToN * at the Guild-
Hall of London, for the Murder of Sir Thomas Overbury T,

19th of October, 1615.

I35

5 Jac. L.

The ComMIssIONERS were,

The Lord Mayor.

The Lord Chief fuftice of England.
Fuftice Crook.

Fuftice Doderidge.

A7 f HE Court being fet, and
HEANIGIE the King’s {pecial Com-

Sir Edward t[iﬁ'j [ miffion read, the Lord
Colze. ; i-{_ *# Chief Juftice gave the
_“ c)lwli Charge ; the Effect

~ whereof was,

Firft, To exprefs the King’s pious Inclinations
and Command unto juft Proceedings againft all
fuch as fhould be any way proved to be guilty of
the Murdering and Poifoning of Sir Zhoinas Over-
bury, his Majefty’s Prifoner 1n the Tower.,

Secondly, To aggravate the Manner and Qua-
lity of the Murdering, in fhewing the Bafenefs
of Poiloning above all other Kinds of Murder,
declaring the Vengeance of God, and his Juftnefs
in punifhing Offenders: He alledged 9 Ges. 6.
Quicungque effuderit bumannm fanguinem, effundetur
fanguis illins 5 adimaginein Dei quippe faGus eft homo.
He alfo took the Example of Uriah by David;
he therein obferved how Adultery is moft often
the Begetter of that Sin,

Then he declared, That of all Felonies, Murder
1s the moft horrible; of all Murders, Poifoning
the moft deteftable ; and of all Poifoning, the
lingering Poifoning,

A
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“Fuftice Haughton,
Serjeant Crew 5 and

Sir Heénry Montague, Recorder,

He fhewed how that by an A& of Parliament
22 H. 8. cap. 9. 1t was made Treafon, and that
wilful Poifoners fhould be boiled to death ; re-
hearfing the Example of one Richard Rowfe, that
had poifoned a Man and Woman, and was there-
fore fcalded to death,

Then he laid open to the Jury the Bafenefs
and Cowardlinefs of Poifoners, who attempt that
fecretly, againft which there is no Means of Pre-
fervaton or Defence for a Man’s Life; and how
rare it was to hear of poifoning in England, fo
deteftable it was to our Nation : But that fince
the Devil had taught divers to be cunning in i,
fo that they can poifon in what Diftance of Space
they pleafe, by confuming the Nativum Calidum or
Humidum Radicale in one Month, two, or three,
or more, as they lift ; which they four manner
of Ways do execute, 1. Gufn, 2. Hanflu, 3,
Odore, 4. Contailu.

He finifhed his Charge with ferious Exhorta-
tions to the Jury todo Juftice in prefenting the
Truth, notwithftanding the Greatnefs of any thar
upon their Evidence fhould appear to be guilty
of the fame Offence: comforting both Judges and

Jury with the Scripture, Pfal. 5. wver. ultiing, For

thou,

* He bad Leen an Apstheeary's Man, bat was row made Under-Keeper to the nevw Lieutenant of the Toaver, Sir Jervis Elvis,

t Heavas Son to Siy Nicholas Overbury of Burton-upon-the-Hill in Glocelterfhire, educated at

Qucen's-College iz Oxford,

and at the M wdle-Temple, of avhich bis Father avas g Benchir. Seea Jull relation of the Mamuer of his Death, Bacon's [forks,

vob. L. p. 77=59. and jts Difecvery, ibid, p. So.
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thon, Lord, wilt blefs the Rightecas 3 with Favonr
wilt thou compafs them as with a Shield.

The Charge being ended, the Jury, confifting
‘of fourteen Perfons, did for the Space of an Hour
depart the Court into a private Room, where they
received their Ewvidence from Mr, Fenfhaw, his
Majefty’s Coroner, and his Highnefs’s Couneil pre-
pared and inftructed for thar purpofe, with the
Examinations and Confeflions as well of the Pri-
foner himfelf, as of divers other Witnefles, before
that time taken by the Lord Chief Juftice of
England, and others the Lords of his Majefty’s
Council.

In the mean time, Mr. Williain Goare, Sheriff
of Londsi, was commanded to fetch his Prifoner,
remaining at his Houfe, to be ready in Court for
his Arraignment,

So a certain Space after, the Grand Fury returned
to the Bar, and delivered in their Bill of Indiét-
ment, figned Billa Vera. Whereupon the Prifoner
was fet up to the Bar, and the Indiftment read by
Mr. Fenfbowo, which contained in effeét as fol-

loweth,
The Indiilinent.

HAT Richard Wefton, being about the Age

of fixty Years, not having the Fear of God
before his Eyes, but infligared and feduced by the
Devil, devifed and contrived not only to bring
upon the Body of Sir Thomas Overbury Kt. great
Sicknefs and Difeafes, but alfo to deprive him of
his Life: And to bring the fame to pafs, g Mai:
1613, 11 Facobi, &e. at the Tower of London, in
the Parifh of Alhallows Bariting, did obtain and get
into his hands certain Poifon of green and yellow
Colour, called Ksfulgar, (knowing the fame to
be deadly Poifon) and the fame did malicioufly
and felonioufly mingle and compound in a kind of
Broth poured out wnto a certain Difh; and the
fame Broth {o infected and poifoned, did give and
deliver to the faid Sir Thomas Querdury as whole-
fome and good Broth, to the Intent therewith to
kill and poifon the faid Sir Thewmas, which Broth
he took and did eat.

Alfo the faid #effon upon the firft of Fuly,
11 jacobi, as aforefaid, did in like manner get
another Poifon or Poifons compounded, called
White Arfenick, and (knowing the fameto be dead-
ly Poifon) did give unto the {aid Sir Thomas Over-
bury, as good and wholefome to eat, who took and
did eat.

Alfo that Wefton, upon the faid 19th of Faly fol-

lowing, did get another Poifon called Mercury Sub-
limate, (knowing the fame to be mortal Poifon)
and put and mingled the fame in Tarts and Jellies,
and gave the fame unto Sir Themas Overbury, as
good and wholefome to eat, which he in like man-
ner took and did eat,

AHo the faid #effon, and another Man being an
Apothecary, afterwards, upon the 1ath of Sepein-
bor, felonioufly did get a Poifon, called Mercury
Sublimate, (knowing the fame to be deadly Poifon)
and put the fame into a Clyfter mingled with the
faid Potfon: and the faid Clyfter the faid Apothe-
cary, for the Reward of 20/, promifed unto him,
did put and minifter (as good and wholefome) into
the Guts of the faid Sir Thomas 3 and that #efton
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was prefent dnd aiding to the faid Apothecary in
miniftring and infufing the faid Clyfter ; and thac
immediately after, as well the taking of the {uid
potfoned Meats, and miniftring the faid Clyfter,
the faid Sir Thomas did languifh, and fell into Dif
eafes and Diftempers; and from the aforefaid Times
of taking and eating the faid poifoned Meats, and
miniftring the faid Clyfter, he died: and fo the
Jury gave their Verdi€t, That #¢fton in this
manner bhad killed, poifoned, and murdered the
fard Sir Thewmes, againflt the King’s Peace and
Dignity.

Which Indi@ment being read, he was demanded
if he were guilty of the Felony, Murdering, and
Poifoning, as aforefaid, yea or no. To which he
an{wered, doubling his Speech, Lsrd have Mercy
uponn me! Lord have Merey upon ¢! But being
again demanded, he an{wered, Not Guilty. And
b:ing then demanded how he would be tried, he
an{wered, He referred himfelf to God, and would
be tried by God 5 refufing to put himfelf and his
Caufe upon the Jury or Country, according to the

Law or Cuftom.
Hereupon the Lord Chief Juftice, and all other

in their Order, {pent the fpace of an Hour in per-
{uading him to put himfelf upon the Trial of the
Law 3 declaring unto hiin the Danger and Mifthief
he ran into by refifting hisordinary Courle of Trial,
being the Means ordained by God for his Delive-
rance, if he were innocent; and how by this
means he would make himfelf the Author of his
own Death, even as iF he fhould with a Knife or
Dagger kill or ftab himfelf: exhorting him very
earneltly either with Repentance to confels his
Fault, or elfe with Humility and Daty to fubmic
him{elf to his ordinary Trial. Whereupon he ftub-
bornly anfwered, Welcome by the Grace of God 5 and
he referred himfelf to God. And {o when no Per-
fuafions could prevail, the Lord Chief Juftice plaia-
ly delivered his Opinton ¥, That he was perfuaded
that #¢ffon had been dealt withal by fome Great-
Ones, guilty of the fame Fac, asaccefliry, to ftand
mute, whereby they might efcape their Punifh-
ment 3 and therefore he commanded (for Satisfac-

tion of the World) that the Queen’s Attorney

there prefent fhould declare, and fet forth the
whole Evidence, without any Fear or Partiality:
and yet notwvithftanding, he once more ufed much
Perfuafion to the Prifoner to confider what De-
ftructton he brought upon himfelf by -his Con-
tempt 3 and declaring unto him how his Offence
of Contempt was, in refufing his Trial, and how
the Laws of the Land had provided a fharper and
more {evere Punifhment to fuch Offenders than
unto thofe that were guilty of High Treafon:
and {o he repeated the Form of Judement given
againft fuch, the Extremity and Rigour whercof
was exprefled in thefe Words, Ounere, Frigore, &
Fame. For the firlt, he was to receive his Pumih-
ment_by the Law, to be extended, and then to
have Weights laid upon him, no more than he was
able to bear, which were by little and lictle to be
increafed,

For the fecond, that he was to be expofed inan
open Place, near to the Prifon, in the open Air,
being naked. |

And laftly, That he was to be preferved with

the coarfeft Bread that could be got, and Water out
of

* The Chief Jullice bad Intelligence under-band, that Yelverton, an obliged Serwant to the Houfe of rf.:.»: Howards, had advifed
this Counfe! for Welton, in order to prevent the Profecution from reaching any farther : Yelverton avas at this time Soliciter-Ge reral,
but does not appear fo2 bave bdd any fhare in any of the Trials for the Murder of Sir ‘Thomas Overbury, ths’ the Attorney and other

Council of the King had their parts in them,
-



